
From: Yang, RobertH - AMS
To: Michael, Matthew - AMS; Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: FW: Information Requested Re Follow up to positive chemical residue testing results
Date: Friday, May 22, 2015 2:02:54 PM
Attachments: Correspondence - Mail Out Business Letter on Letterhead 05 21 2015.pdf
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Hello Matthew, Tammie:
 
I’m forwarding this to both of you as an FYI.  
 
Canada’s COO/CFIA notified CCOF about various organic products shipped to Canada that tested
positive for chemical residues. Among them was organic bell pepper from Mexico, packaged by

(sampled on 6/3/14). They tested positive for
piperonyl butoxide.
 
Regards,
 
Robert Yang
Accreditation Manager
USDA National Organic Program
1400 Independence Ave, SW
Room 2649-South, Stop 0268
Washington, DC 20250-0268
Office: (202) 690-4540
www.ams.usda.gov/nop

 

From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy [mailto:kelly@ccof.org] 
Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2015 12:50 PM
To: Valeriya.Staykova@inspection.gc.ca
Cc: roberth.yang@usda.gov; vilela.vincent@caeq.ca; Accreditation; Lewin Jake-FASConatct; Patrick
Arndt; Sean Feder; Amy Lamendella
Subject: Information Requested Re Follow up to positive chemical residue testing results
 
Dear Valeriya,
 
CCOF reviewed the positive chemical residue testing results CFIA submitted to us on May 12, 2015.
Please find attached a letter requesting additional information regarding these results.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC

(b) (4)



2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 6255
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
New Non-GMO & More Seal! CCOF has produced new optional seals for use by CCOF-certified
members to clearly communicate to consumers that organic products are not only non-GMO but also
farmed ecologically. See how you can utilize the new seal!
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As per Directive 14-01- Procedure for follow-up to positive chemical residue testing 
results in organic products, section 5.0, we kindly request that you follow-up and 
inspect to determine why residues are present. You are required to report the 
findings to the Canada Organic Office through your Conformity Verification Body 
after the inspection is complete.  
 
 
We thank you for your cooperation.  
 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 

 
 
 
Benoit Dubé 
Regulations and Standards Officer 
Canada Organic Office   
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
 
 
 
Cc: Vincent Vilela, Accreditation Director, Committee on Accreditation for 
Evaluation of Quality (CAEQ) 







 



From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
To: "brian@primuslabs.com"
Cc: Michael, Matthew - AMS
Subject: FW: Inspections of oranic pepper operations
Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 3:30:00 PM
Attachments: ACA.Request.to.Investigate-PL.signed.pdf

Brian,
 
We have not heard back from you regarding our August 27, 2014, request regarding organic bell
peppers.  Please review and respond to the attached letter.  Feel free to call if you have questions.
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624
 
 
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Sent: Wednesday, August 27, 2014 2:30 PM
To: 'PrimusOrganic@primuslabs.com'
Cc: Yang, RobertH - AMS; Mann, Renee - AMS
Subject: Inspections of oranic pepper operations
 
Mr. Mansfield:
 
Please see the attached request regarding organic pepper operations in Mexico.  Questions, please
call.
 
Best,
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624 ---- please note new ph number
 









From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
To: Gebault King, ReneeA - AMS
Cc: Mann, Renee - AMS
Subject: FW: Inspections of Organic Bell Pepper Operations
Date: Thursday, December 11, 2014 1:03:00 PM
Attachments: Colorado Dept of Ag 9 16 14.pdf

Hi Renee:
 
Would you please contact Colorado Dept. of Ag to request they immediately respond to my request
of September 16, 2014.  This is a priority for Miles. 
 
Thanks much.
Tammie
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 4:12 PM
To: casey.palmer@ag.state.co.us
Subject: Inspections of Organic Bell Pepper Operations
 
Hi Casey,
 
The NOP is conducting an investigation into organic bell peppers from Mexico.  Please respond to
the attached letter by October 1, 2014.  Feel free to call if you have questions.
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624
 













 



 

















































































































From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
To: Andrew Black (andrewblack@tilth.org)
Cc: Simonds, Roger - AMS
Subject: FW: National Organic Program investigation of bell peppers
Date: Thursday, November 6, 2014 2:25:00 PM
Attachments: Tracking, Track Parcels, Packages, Shipments DHL Express Tracking.pdf

05NOV14MUESTRAS.ZIP

FYI.  I will let you know as soon as I hear back. 
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Sent: Thursday, November 06, 2014 2:24 PM
To: APHIS-PPQ Export Services
Cc: Corpuz, Joseph S - APHIS
Subject: National Organic Program investigation of bell peppers
 
Mr. Corpuz:
 
Jean Montague with Preclearance and Offshore Programs referred me to you.  My name is Tammie
Wilburn and I work with the National Organic Program, AMS.  We are investigating peppers from
Mexico for compliance with the USDA organic regulations.  Our Science and Technical Laboratory,
Gastonia, NC, has secured an APHIS permit to release bell pepper shipments from Mexico for the
purpose of sampling.  One of our sweet bell pepper shipments was recently denied at the Mexican
Customs Center in Mexico City.  It seems they were denied because they were believed to be chile
peppers and prohibited for export.  I believe this is a mistake as sweet bell peppers are distinctly
different from chile peppers. 
 
We would like to attempt sending the peppers again to get the peppers to the USDA lab as soon as
possible. The boxes currently are located in cold storage at the point of original departure at the
producer’s facility.
Is this something that Export Services can assist us with? 
 
THe DHL tracking information and photos of the sample are attached. The client is:
 
Agroproductos del Cabo
Carr. Transpen. KM 125.5
Maneadero, Ensenada, Baja California Norte, Mexico
CP 22790
 
Many thanks in advance,
 
Tammie B. Wilburn, Compliance Officer
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, AMS, USDA
202-690-2624
 
This electronic message contains pre-decisional information generated by the USDA solely for the
intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the



information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If
you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email
immediately.



 

 

English  Contact Center  Country Profile

Result Summary

Track DHL Express Shipments
Here’s the fastest way to check the status of your shipment. No need to call Customer Service – our online results give you
real-time, detailed progress as your shipment speeds through the DHL network.

Waybill: 9281474580
Forwarded for delivery

Sign up for shipment notifications

Monday, November 03, 2014 at 15:12
Origin Service Area:

TIJUANA - ENSENADA - MEXICO
Destination Service Area:

CHARLOTTE, NC - GASTONIA - USA

Monday, November 03, 2014 Location Time

19 Forwarded for delivery TIJUANA - MEXICO 15:12

18 Arrived at Delivery Facility in TIJUANA -
MEXICO

TIJUANA - MEXICO 07:45

Thursday, October 30, 2014 Location Time

17 Processed at MEXICO CITY HUB -
MEXICO

MEXICO CITY HUB - MEXICO 23:42

16 Returned to shipper SOR JUANA - MEXICO 23:34

15 Clearance processing complete at SOR
JUANA - MEXICO

SOR JUANA - MEXICO 23:33

14 Arrived at Sort Facility MEXICO CITY
HUB - MEXICO

MEXICO CITY HUB - MEXICO 23:31

13 Clearance event MEXICO CITY - MEXICO 22:10

Wednesday, October 29, 2014 Location Time

12 Clearance event MEXICO CITY - MEXICO 21:32

11 Arrived at Sort Facility MEXICO CITY -
MEXICO

MEXICO CITY - MEXICO 09:00

10 Departed Facility in MEXICO CITY HUB -
MEXICO

MEXICO CITY HUB - MEXICO 07:29

9 Processed at MEXICO CITY HUB -
MEXICO

MEXICO CITY HUB - MEXICO 06:48

8 Arrived at Sort Facility MEXICO CITY
HUB - MEXICO

MEXICO CITY HUB - MEXICO 05:18

7 Departed Facility in QUERETARO -
MEXICO

QUERETARO - MEXICO 02:53

6 Processed at QUERETARO - MEXICO QUERETARO - MEXICO 01:10

5 Arrived at Sort Facility QUERETARO -
MEXICO

QUERETARO - MEXICO 00:36

Tuesday, October 28, 2014 Location Time

4 Departed Facility in TIJUANA - MEXICO TIJUANA - MEXICO 18:57

3 Processed at TIJUANA - MEXICO TIJUANA - MEXICO 16:35

Monday, October 27, 2014 Location Time

Tracking, Track Parcels, Packages, Shipments | DHL Express T... http://www.dhl.com/en/express/tracking.html?brand=DHL&...

1 of 2 11/5/14 11:33 AM



Monday, November 03, 2014 Location Time

2 Shipment picked up TIJUANA - MEXICO 20:30

1 Shipment Accepted TIJUANA - MEXICO 17:17

If you would prefer to speak to someone personally about the location of your shipment, please
contact  DHL Express Customer Service.

Terms & Conditions
Tracking FAQs
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2 of 2 11/5/14 11:33 AM



From: Yang, RobertH - AMS
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: FW: NOP Investigation Report, bell peppers/MX
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2015 2:55:12 PM
Attachments: Investigation Report to NOP FINAL.pdf

Investigation Summary for NOP.pdf

FYI … I haven’t read it yet, just wanted to keep you in the loop.
 
Robert Yang
Accreditation Manager
USDA National Organic Program
Office: (202) 690-4540

 

From: Jake Lewin [mailto:Jake@ccof.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2015 11:20 AM
To: Yang, RobertH - AMS <RobertH.Yang@ams.usda.gov>
Cc: Michael, Matthew - AMS <Matthew.Michael@ams.usda.gov>; McEvoy, Miles - AMS
<Miles.McEvoy@ams.usda.gov>
Subject: NOP Investigation Report, bell peppers/MX
 
Dear Robert,
As I mentioned previously, we have been working on a final report and summary of our Bell Peppers
Investigation conducted on behalf of the NOP.
Please see the attached and contact me if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Jake Lewin
President
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 6288
direct (831) 346-6288
fax (831) 423-4528
jake@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
Cost Share – A Refund of Organic Certification Fees! Receive a reimbursement of 75% of your
certification costs (up to $750 per scope of certification).
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Mexican Bell Pepper Investigation Report 
September 14, 2015 

NOP Directive 
The NOP investigation directive issued to CCOF on August 26, 2014 required that CCOF conduct 
inspections of each organic bell p          ine 

           nt with USDA organic 
regulations. Before conducting these inspections, CCOF was to submit to the NOP the following:  

1) An updated list of operations we certify in Mexico that are producing or handling bell peppers 
and  

2) Submit our inspection plan for conducting unannounced onsite inspections and sampling, taking 
into account production volumes, harvest times, and other factors that may be a source of the 
residues. Audit trails and in/out balances were a required component of these inspections.   

On September 8, 2014, CCOF responded to the NOP’s request to submit the items in 1) and 2) above. In 
addition to committing to conducting unannounced inspections with sampling at the operations we 
certify in Mexico, CCOF indicated to the NOP that we planned to conduct additional unannounced 
inspections with sampling at bell pepper facilities that we certify in the United States (CCOF does not 
certify any handler operations with bell peppers in Mexico at this time).  

Beginning in late 2014 and early 2015 CCOF performed the bulk of investigative inspections. As of June 
1, 2015, CCOF forwarded all the inspection reports, sample results, and related correspondence to the 
NOP for the operations where we collected samples of organic bell peppers. The NOP had also indicated 
they were interested in gathering data on the trade pathways of this commodity. Where available, CCOF 
inspectors collected this information and recorded it in a separate list of inspection questions that 
accompanied each inspection report. CCOF forwarded these supplemental questions and answers to the 
NOP along with all the related inspection reports and sample results mentioned above.  

CCOF conducted unannounced visits with sampling at all the operations on the list of producers we 
provided the NOP, with the exception of one operation, Negocio Agricola San Enrique S.A de C.V. – 
Vizcaino. This operation indicated they no longer produce or plan to produce bell peppers. Out of the 
ten Mexico operations we initially inspected during unannounced visits, we collected bell pepper 
samples at six operations. At some operations we collected more than one sample from more than one 
growing location. Where organic bell peppers were not available, we sampled a different organic 
product and sent the sample to the lab we use, rather than the NOP’s lab. At operations where bell 
peppers were not available to sample and we collected another crop to sample, the results of those 
sample collections were not included in the Investigation Summary table attached.  

CCOF’s Additional Efforts at US Handler Operations 
CCOF collected sixteen samples of organic bell peppers at nine US handler sites. Out of those sixteen 
samples, five were positive, with four being below and one above the NOP threshold. In fact, most of 
the levels found were in parts per billion. These un-actionable trace levels were very unlikely due to 
drift, commingling, or direct application. While we considered them a low priority during our 
investigation, we followed NOP Instruction 2613 to address these results. When levels in parts per 
billion were detected, CCOF notified the operations of the positive results and asked the operator to 
provide more information on the potential cause(s) for contamination.  
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Summary & Recommendations 
Since late August 2014 when the NOP first requested we investigate operations in Mexico producing 
organic bell peppers, CCOF has performed sampling and unannounced inspections at certified 
operations throughout the bell pepper supply chain. We have recorded all of the samples collected and 
the investigation steps and outcomes in the Investigation Summary table attached. 

Overall  CCOF found higher than average positive results  and results that often included multiple 
different materials, compared to our periodic residue sampling program results. The levels of pesticides 
found in the samples collected from US operations were much lower than those found at the producer 
level in Mexico. This could be due to washing bell peppers prior to packing and/or degradation of 
pesticides as they move further down the supply chain. 

We recommend that operations in Mexico who are producing bell peppers be notified of the risk that 
drift of prohibited materials presents to their operation. On May 18, 2015, CCOF issued a notice that 
addressed this issue to our certified operations in Mexico. CCOF recommended the following best 
practices in the notice:  

a) Prevention is each operator’s responsibility.  If the producer has control over neighboring land, 
they should take additional measures to ensure applications on the adjacent land will not affect 
their organic crops. They should ensure that equipment used to apply allowed materials is 
dedicated to organic use or cleaned thoroughly before use on organic crops. Operations with 
both organic and non-organic production must be extremely careful to minimize opportunities 
for contamination of organic crops by pesticides or fertilizers.  

b) Implement appropriate buffers and borders. Operations are required to assess risk from 
neighboring operations and implement buffers, borders and other measures to minimize risk of 
contamination. They were reminded to implement physical barriers. For greenhouses or shade 
houses, they should ensure that walls are in place and vents are not open during neighboring 
applications.  

c) Keep Organic System Plans (OSP) updated. OSPs must accurately reflect borders and buffers at 
organic parcels, neighboring land use, and measures implemented to prevent drift. 

d) Notify CCOF immediately if an operator suspects their crops or land have been drifted upon.  
This will enable the certifier to investigate in a timely matter and determine the source of the 
problem. 

If producers are growing bell peppers in shade houses, the likelihood of contamination from drift 
appears higher than growing in open fields. Where aerial applications are occurring near these shade 
houses, we recommend producers work with the manager of those applications to get prior notice so 
they can close the shade house sides and vents during these applications.  

In addition, all the operations that were included in our investigation were assigned to the highest risk 
category without our risk assessment system.  

We will continue to monitor the operations in Mexico who produce bell peppers to ensure their 
preventative measures are adequate to prevent contamination. We recommend other certifiers do the 
same.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

CCOF Compliance Team 



Operation Name CCOF Code CCOF Sample ID Collection Date Collection Location Results
# of NOP 

results 
EPA Tolerance NOP Threshold CCOF Action Taken Operator Response Resolution Probable Cause

Agroproductos San 

Rafael S.A. de C.V.

al033 111214LL02 Nov-12-2014 CCOF parcel 01, Bell 

Pepper

Carbendazim (MBC) @ 

0.006

None None, no FDA 

Action level. 

Per NOP 2613, 

use 0.01 as 

threshold. 

11.12.14 Unannounced inspection with 

sampling. Sampled Bell Peppers at 

parcels 01 & 03.                                             

12.9.15 - Noncompliance and Positive 

result notice (NNC) with stop sale sent.                                   

1.23.15 Follow up inspection to sample 

at parcel 02 (other parcel where BPs are 

grown).                                            

3.6.15 CCOF issued a Proposed 

Suspension with additional 

Noncompliances, based on their 

response to our 12.9.15 NNC. 

5.14.15 CCOF issued a Proposed 

Suspension Correction letter with an 

additional follow up measure for the 

inspector to verify that their 

preventative measures are being 

followed at their upcoming annual 

inspection. This operation will also 

remain in the highest risk category in 

our risk assessment program. 

1.13.15 – CCOF resampled bell peppers 

at CCOF parcel 02. No Detected results 

from these samples.

12.10.15 – Operator responded to 12.9.15 NNC 

indicating they had not sold any of the subject 

bell peppers as organic. Client indicated they 

had sprayed the neighboring cantaloupe fields 

that border 3 sides of the shadehouse due to a 

"mandatory" requirement. They also sprayed 

the wild area on the remaining border. 

4.16.15 & 4.25.15 - Client responded to our 

Proposed Suspension with corrective actions 

that include the preventative measures they 

will take to prevent future contamination at 

CCOF parcels 01 and 03.

5.14.15 - CCOF issued a Proposed 

Suspension correction letter, and notified 

the client of the negative resampling results 

collected 1.13.15. Note  Additional 

information was requested for an add 

acreage parcel in this letter; this 

information was later received. 

Drift from neighboring aerial 

applications to nonorganic fields 

and wild areas the grower also 

manages.

Cypermethrin @ 0.015 1 0.2 (Vegetable, 

fruiting, group 8)

0.01

Agroproductos San 

Rafael S.A. de C.V.

al033 111214LL03 same as above CCOF parcel 03, Bell 

Pepper

Imidacloprid @ 0.001 1 0.05 1

Fipronil @ 0.044 None None (not reg for 

use on BP)

Per NOP 2613, 

use 0.01 as 

threshold  
Chlorantraniliprole @ 

0.047

1.4 0.07

Cyromazine @ 0.061 1 0.05
Carbendazim (MBC) @ 

0.195

None (not reg for 

use on BP)

Per NOP 2613, 

use 0.01 as 

threshold  
Agroproductos San 

Rafael S.A. de C.V. - 

Follow-up sample

al033 012315LL01 Jan-23-2015 parcel 02, Bell Pepper ND 1.23.15 - Follow-up Sampling due to 

level > NOP Threshold.

Alcema al004 111114LL01/Fiel

d 12 A, B, C

Nov-11-2014 parcel 12, Bell Pepper Azoxystrobin @ 0.003 1 3 (Pepper/eggplant 

subgroup 8-10B)

0.15 11.11.14 - CCOF conducted an 

unannounced inspection with bell 

pepper sampling. Samples were 

collected from parcel 12, Rancho 

Silverio. 12.16.14 - CCOF notified the 

operation of the test results and 

requested more information on why the 

residue was present.  

12.19.14 - Client provided all the requested 

information including spray logs. The parcel is 

surrounded by organic production on all sides 

except for an equipment facility to the south. 

Wind comes from the south. This appears the 

only potential for contamination although they 

are not aware of any spraying being done in the 

equipment facility area. 

2.25.15 – CCOF concluded its investigation 

into this contamination incident. The 

borders and boundaries appear to be 

sufficient to prevent contamination, and we 

were unable to determine the probable 

cause of this level of contamination. The 

level detected was 2% of the NOP 

threshold, and as such was well below the 

established threshold. In a 2.25.15 letter 

from CCOF to the operator, they were 

reminded to monitor the south border to 

ensure that no prohibited materials are 

being used in the equipment facility area. 

CCOF will continue to monitor this 

operator’s practices to ensure their 

preventative measures are being followed 

adequately. 

Unknown.

San Antonio 

Horticola S.A. de 

C.V.

al117 111214LL01 Nov-12-2014 parcel 12, Bell Pepper Imidacloprid @ 0.028 1 1 (Vegetable, 

fruiting, group 8)

0.05 11.12.14 - CCOF conducted an 

unannounced inspection with bell 

pepper sampling. Samples were 

collected from parcel 12.           12.16.14 - 

CCOF notified the operation of the test 

results and requested more information 

on why the residue was present. 

1.6.15 - Client provided all the requested 

information. Client identified the likely source 

of contamination came from an employee 

loaning out their sprayer to a neighboring 

conventional producer unbeknownst to the 

manger of the operation. They belive that the 

sprayer was not cleaned and that this caused 

the contamination. This result was for a single 

pesticide detected at a low level (below the 

NOP Threshold) so this explanation seems 

plausible. 

Client has implemented training protocols 

to teach employees the NOP requirments 

regarding equipment use and cleaning. 

They will no longer be loaning equipment 

out to any other producers in order to 

maintain the integrity of their crop.                        

2/25/2015 - NC Correction letter issued, 

and Inspector Follow Up AI created to 

ensure they are following their training 

protocols. 

Mixed use equipment not 

cleaned before use on organic 

crops.

Investigation Summary for NOP





Operation Name CCOF Code CCOF Sample ID Collection Date Collection Location Results
# of NOP 

results 
EPA Tolerance NOP Threshold CCOF Action Taken Operator Response Resolution Probable Cause

Negocio Agricola 

San Enrique S.A de 

C.V. - Vizcaino

al127 As of 10.6.14, this operation is no longer 

growing bell peppers and has no plans 

to do so. Their Client Profile was 

updated to reflect this information and 

they were removed from our 

investigation.

Negocio Agricola 

San Enrique S.A de 

C.V. (NASE Meliton)

al310 11.14.14 - CCOF conducted an 

unnaounced inspection, however no 

samples were collected as there was no 

crop to sample. This operation lost all 

crop in a hurricane. We returned in late 

March to resample any bell peppers, if 

grown.                                             3.30.15 - 

CCOF conducted a second unannounced 

sampling inspection. There were no bell 

peppers to sample, but we took a 

sample for grape tomatoes that was 

sent to CCOF's lab. The results were 

negative.             

SM Invernaderos S. 

de R.L. de C.V. (DSA)

al213 120614LL01 Dec-6-2014 packing house - 2 pallets 

in cold storage

Fluoxastrobin @ 0.007 None 1.0 (Vegetable, 

fruiting, group 8)

0.05 12.6.14 - CCOF conducted an 

unannounced inspection with sampling.                                             

2.3.14 - Sent notice of positive results 

and request for information on the 

cause of contamination sent.              

6.17.15 Additional request for 

information/clarification sent, because 

their initial response did not clearly 

address our original request.

7.6.15 - The operator indicated they do have 

nonorganic areas near the area where these 

peppers were harvested from, however in the 

nonorganic areas the materials are applied 

manually with back pack sprayers thus 

minimizing the risk of contamination by drift 

given their adequate boundaries and buffers. 

They have not used any products containing 

active ingredients Fluoxastrobin or 

Thiamethoxam in their nonorganic production. 

9.2.15 - CCOF concluded its investigation 

into this contamination incident and issued 

the operator a resolution letter. The levels 

detected were below the established 

threshold. In CCOF's resolution letter, we 

reminded the operator to monitor borders 

with their nonorganic production for drift 

potential. CCOF will continue to monitor 

this operator’s practices to ensure their 

preventative measures are being followed 

adequately. Since the samples were 

collected from the packing house after the 

peppers had been washed, we plan to 

collect another sample from the field during 

their 2015 annual inspection later this year. 

During our 12.6.14 inspeciton, the fields 

were visually inspected and the inspector 

indicated they appeared healthy with no 

evidence of prohibited material use, 

however a sample was collected from the 

packing house rather than the field. Borders 

and buffers also appeared compliant at this 

inspection, as well as at their 2014 annual 

inspection. 

Unknown.

Thiamethoxam @ 

0.005

12 0.25 (Vegetable, 

fruiting, group 8)

0.0125

Agropecuaria Blue 

Valley, S.P.R. de R.L. 

de C.V.

al297 100314LL1 Oct-3-2014 Modulo I & II, located on 

parcel 01

Acetamiprid @ 0.065 1 0.20 (Vegetable, 

fruiting, group 8-

10)

0.01 10.3.14 – CCOF conducted an 

unannounced inspection with sampling. 

Sample ID 100314LL1 (sent to NSL) was 

positive for Acetamiprid @ 0.065. The 

levels were above the NOP Threshold.                    

10.28.14 – CCOF sent a Notice of 

Noncompliance with Positive Result & 

Stop Sale Notices. 

10.29.14, 11.5.14, & 12.13.14 – Operator 

responded to the 10.28.14 notice. Operator 

confirmed they had stopped selling bell 

peppers as organic. The operation attributed 

the positive result to potential drift from a 

neighboring alfalfa or corn field. Bell peppers 

were sampled from shadehouses with the sides 

open. They cannot close the sides as that could 

create problems with mildew.

12.15.14 – CCOF notified the operator that 

they would need to undergo a follow-up 

inspection where we would sample current 

bell peppers, verify they have implemented 

adequate measures to prevent drift, 

demonstrate that peppers are being sold as 

nonorganic as of our 10.28.14 Notice of 

Noncompliance, and verify whether they 

currently have any peppers that flowered 

after the 10.3.14 sample was taken. 

12.31.14 Investigation inspection to verify 

preventative measures have been taken 

and sampling of peppers that flowered 

after the last sample was taken. Results 

were sent to the lab CCOF uses (PAL) and 

were negative.                                     

3.16.15 - Noncompliance Resolution & 

Notice of Negative Results letter was sent. 

Insp follow up AI created to verify no sales 

of organic bell peppers from Modulo I & II 

from 10.3.14 through 3.16.15 at next 

inspection. 

Created Cert Staff follow-up AI 

for reviewer of 2015 annual to 

remind them to verify whether 

the nonorganic sales were 

audited for the date range 

specifice in the Resolution 

column.

Investigation Summary for NOP



Operation Name CCOF Code CCOF Sample ID Collection Date Collection Location Results
# of NOP 

results 
EPA Tolerance NOP Threshold CCOF Action Taken Operator Response Resolution Probable Cause

Agropecuaria Blue 

Valley, S.P.R. de R.L. 

de C.V. - Follow-up 

sampling

al297 123114LL01 De-31-2014 same as above ND 12.31.14 - Follow-up sampling due to 

level > NOP threshold.

Union de 

Productores de 

Guanajuato, S.P.R. 

de R.L. de C.V.

al257 N/A 11.5.14 - CCOF conducted an 

unannounced inspection with sampling. 

No bell peppers on site to sample and 

we collected a sample of cucumbers. 

The sample results were ND. 1.22.15 - 

CCOF issued notification of ND results. 

3.30.15 - CCOF conducted another 

unannounced inspection where we 

planned to take another sample. There 

was no product to sample. The 

operation was delayed in production 

due to heavy rains. They may have bell 

pepper again by December 2015, but 

they are unsure. They were just planting 

cucumbers during our visit and no 

sample was collected during this second 

visit.

This operation had organic BP production 

between August 2013 - April 2014, and may 

have additional production in December 2015. 

No further follow up planned, after 2 

unannounced visits indicated no BPs 

present.

US Handlers
Agripacking 

Distributors

pr1207 100814DL1     Oct-08-2014 Organic bell peppers ND 1.8.15 - CCOF notified the operator of 

the negative results. 

N/A N/A

Pero Family Farms pr631 Sample #2 Oct-15-2014 DelRay Beach 

Facility/Green Bell 

Peppers

ND 10.15.14 - CCOF conducted an 

unannounced Inspection with sampling. 

Two samples of organic bell peppers 

were collected during this inspection. 

12.2.14 CCOF issued a Notice of Positive 

Results and Request for Information 

regarding Sample #3                                

Re Sample #3  The operator indicated the line 

that handles the product sampled handles 

wrapped organic commodities. Any conentional 

wrapped commodities that are or would be 

handled on that line would be run after organic 

production. The line is cleaned at the end of 

every day. The grower/supplier of these 

peppers is  indicated 

the residues found are not active ingredients in 

any products they use on site. The field where 

they were harvested from, #HP151 is 

surrounded by woodlands.

2.25.15 - CCOF issued a resolution letter. 

This operation had just receievd these 

peppers when the sample was collected. 

The peppers had not been handled or 

packaged by Pero prior to our sample 

collection. 

Unknown. We believe 

contamination occurred prior to 

arrival at the facility as the 

sample was collected prior to 

this facility beginning to handle 

the product. 

Pero Family Farms pr631 Sample #3 Oct-15-2014 Del Ray Beach Facility/ 

bell peppers

Azoxystrobin 0.002 1 3 (Pepper/eggplant 

subgroup 8-10B

0.15

Endosulfan II 0.001 0 2.0 (Pepper) 0.1
Pero Family Farms pr631 Sample #4 Oct-15-2014 Del Ray Beach Facility/ 

mini sweet peppers

ND

DiMare Fresh 

Arlington TX dba 

DiMare Fresh

pr1317 101614KT1 Oct-16-2014 Arlington, TX/ organic 

red bell peppers

Clothiandin 0.001 2 0.8 (Pepper) 0.04 10.24.14 - CCOF conducted annual 

inspection with unannounced sampling.   

12.15.14 - CCOF issued a Positive 

Results Notification and Request for 

Information letter regarding Sample 

101614KT1.

3.4.15 CCOF sent a Request For 

Information letter to Oppenheimer 

Group, DiMare's supplier.

12.19.15 - DiMare indicted product CCOF 

collected at the operator's facility had not yet 

been handled by that facility as the samples 

were collected from incoming loads. The 

provided certificates from their two suppliers of 

organic bell peppers, Covilli  Brand Organics 

(Primus certified) and Oppenheimer Group 

(CCOF certified).                                                            

4.3.15 - Oppenheimer Group indicated the 

peppers from the lot sampled were from 

Divimex, produced by Pimientos Selectos, S.A. 

de C.V., and were shipped via PDG Produce on 

10.13.14. 4.6.15 - Oppenheimer Group 

provided CCOF with a response from the 

producer, Divemex. They indicated Clothiandin 

is not an active ingredient in any products they 

use on nonorganic production. Neighboring 

fields of sugar cane and corn production do not 

use aerial spraying applications, and the organic 

peppers are grown in greenhouses with plastic 

and polycarbonate walls, and the pack house is 

a sealed structure.   

2.25.15 - CCOF issued a resolution letter to 

DiMare Fresh Arlington, TX.                        

5.14.15 - CCOF issued a resolution letter to 

Oppenheimer Group. 

Unknown. 

Investigation Summary for NOP
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From: Howley, JannaB - AMS
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: FW: organic bell pepper letter (MDA)
Date: Friday, December 12, 2014 3:16:38 PM

If you have not already, you should be hearing from Deanna soon.
 
From: Deanna Baldwin -MDA- [mailto:deanna.baldwin@maryland.gov] 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2014 1:50 PM
To: Howley, JannaB - AMS
Subject: Re: organic bell pepper letter (MDA)
 
The  we are certifying is the kitchen only but I will give her a call
 
On Fri, Dec 12, 2014 at 11:20 AM, Howley, JannaB - AMS
<JannaB.Howley@ams.usda.gov> wrote:
Deanna:
 
Definitely give Tammie a call! She has a  listed that is also shown as being certified by
MDA, where peppers were distributed that had pesticide residue above the 5% limit. You can reach
her at 202-690-4540.
 
Thanks!
 
Janna
 
From: Deanna Baldwin -MDA- [mailto:deanna.baldwin@maryland.gov] 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2014 10:28 AM
To: Howley, JannaB - AMS
Subject: Re: organic bell pepper letter (MDA)
 
One of our handlers at Jessup may be packing for Giant - I'll look into that - on the road today
so will do it asap
 
On Fri, Dec 12, 2014 at 10:23 AM, Howley, JannaB - AMS
<JannaB.Howley@ams.usda.gov> wrote:
Do you certify Giant Foods in Maryland?
 
From: Deanna Baldwin -MDA- [mailto:deanna.baldwin@maryland.gov] 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2014 10:21 AM
To: Howley, JannaB - AMS
Subject: Re: organic bell pepper letter (MDA)
 
We wouldn't have any files at all for Giant in Doylestown, PA - we don't certify them?
 
On Fri, Dec 12, 2014 at 8:38 AM, Howley, JannaB - AMS <JannaB.Howley@ams.usda.gov>
wrote:
Deanna:
 

Good Morning! I wanted to follow up with you regarding Tammie’s email of October 21st. This

(b) (4)
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Compliance and Enforcement case has high priority now with our Deputy Administrator, so if you
would please check your files to determine whether Giant Foods, Doylestown, PA, is importing bell
peppers from the Dominican Republic, we would really appreciate it. This is a multi-state case, with
lots of moving parts, and Tammie needs this information ASAP. Thanks!
 
I don’t have details about the case, beyond what I’ve mentioned above, so please follow up with
Tammie with any detailed questions.
 
Take care and have a good weekend,
 
Janna
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 7:12 AM
To: FGIS OA, Maryland
Cc: Howley, JannaB - AMS
Subject: RE: organic bell pepper letter (MDA)
 
Hi Deanna,
 
I have not received a response to my August 2014 request regarding organic bell peppers. Please
take a moment to research if any of MDA’s handlers purchases bell peppers from Mexico.   
 
Thanks,
Tammie
 
From: Deanna Baldwin -MDA- [mailto:deanna.baldwin@maryland.gov] 
Sent: Monday, September 22, 2014 4:21 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: Re: organic bell pepper letter
 
Yes I did receive it.  I haven't had a chance to research any of the handlers we certify to see if
they purchased peppers from Mexico.  We do not certify anyone outside of the State of
Maryland so we are definitely not certifying any pepper producers in Mexico.  I will provide
you with a more detailed response as soon as I have a chance to review our files.
 
On Mon, Sep 22, 2014 at 4:05 PM, Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
<Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov> wrote:
Please confirm that you received my September 16, 2014 letter, re: organic bell peppers. 
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624
 



This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

 
-- 
Deanna Baldwin
Program Manager, Food Quality Assurance
Maryland Department of Agriculture
50 Harry S. Truman Parkway
Annapolis, MD  21401
410-841-5769

 
--
Deanna Baldwin
Program Manager, Food Quality Assurance
Maryland Department of Agriculture
50 Harry S. Truman Parkway
Annapolis, MD  21401
410-841-5769

 
--
Deanna Baldwin
Program Manager, Food Quality Assurance
Maryland Department of Agriculture
50 Harry S. Truman Parkway
Annapolis, MD  21401
410-841-5769

 
--
Deanna Baldwin
Program Manager, Food Quality Assurance
Maryland Department of Agriculture
50 Harry S. Truman Parkway
Annapolis, MD  21401
410-841-5769



From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
To: Howley, JannaB - AMS
Cc: Mann, Renee - AMS
Subject: FW: organic bell pepper letter
Date: Thursday, December 11, 2014 12:55:00 PM

Hi Janna:
 
Please contact MDA to request that they immediately respond to my requests of September 16 &
22, and October 21, 2014.  This is a priority for Miles. 
 
Many thanks,
 
Tammie
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 7:12 AM
To: FGIS OA, Maryland
Cc: Howley, JannaB - AMS
Subject: RE: organic bell pepper letter
 
Hi Deanna,
 
I have not received a response to my August 2014 request regarding organic bell peppers. Please
take a moment to research if any of MDA’s handlers purchases bell peppers from Mexico.   
 
Thanks,
Tammie
 
From: Deanna Baldwin -MDA- [mailto:deanna.baldwin@maryland.gov] 
Sent: Monday, September 22, 2014 4:21 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: Re: organic bell pepper letter
 
Yes I did receive it.  I haven't had a chance to research any of the handlers we certify to see if
they purchased peppers from Mexico.  We do not certify anyone outside of the State of
Maryland so we are definitely not certifying any pepper producers in Mexico.  I will provide
you with a more detailed response as soon as I have a chance to review our files.
 
On Mon, Sep 22, 2014 at 4:05 PM, Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
<Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov> wrote:
Please confirm that you received my September 16, 2014 letter, re: organic bell peppers. 
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624
 



This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

 
-- 
Deanna Baldwin
Program Manager, Food Quality Assurance
Maryland Department of Agriculture
50 Harry S. Truman Parkway
Annapolis, MD  21401
410-841-5769



From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
To: Federica Nasi (fnasi@ccpb.it)
Cc: rsetti@ccpb.it
Subject: FW: Organic pepper operations in the Netherlands
Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 1:00:00 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg
Importance: High

Federica:
 
Please research who can I refer this matter to under Control Union that is active in the Netherlands?
 
Thank you,
Tammie
 

From: Roberto Setti [mailto:rsetti@ccpb.it] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 2:57 AM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS; Federica Nasi
Cc: Michael, Matthew - AMS
Subject: Re: Organic pepper operations in the Netherlands
Importance: High
 
Dear Tammie,
 
sorry, I did not reply as CCPB is not active in Netherlands so we do not certify any Organic operation
there.
 
Kind regards
 
rs
 
 
From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 9:39 PM
To: Federica Nasi
Cc: rsetti@ccpb.it ; Michael, Matthew - AMS
Subject: RE: Organic pepper operations in the Netherlands
 
Frederica,
 
Can you please confirm that Mr. Setti received our request?  It looks like I sent it to the correct email
address rsetti@ccpb.it.  We have not received a response to our August 27, 2014  letter to him.  I
have copied him on this email. 
 
Regards,
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624
 



 
 

From: Federica Nasi [mailto:fnasi@ccpb.it] 
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2014 3:13 AM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Gebault King, ReneeA - AMS; Mann, Renee - AMS; roberto setti
Subject: R: Organic pepper operations in the Netherlands
 
Dear Mr. Wilburn,
 
at the moment Mr Setti is on holiday, I reply to you on behalf him.
 
Thanks for the alert but probably you have a wrong address because Mr Setti doesn’t operate at
Control Union in Netherlands but at CCPB in Italy.
 
The correct reference of Mr Setti is:
 
Roberto Setti
CCPB srl
Via J. Barozzi 8
(40126) Bologna Italy
rsetti@ccpb.it
 
Kind regards,
 
Federica Nasi

CCPB Srl

Via J. Barozzi 8 
40126 Bologna (Italy)
(  +39 051 6089811
6  +39 051 254842
fnasi@ccpb.it
www.ccpb.it
 

Da: rsetti@ccpb.it [mailto:rsetti@ccpb.it] 
Inviato: giovedì 28 agosto 2014 03:55
A: Mauro Panzani; Federica Nasi
Oggetto: I: Organic pepper operations in the Netherlands
 
TIM: la tua mail in mobilità con il BlackBerry®

From: "Wilburn, Tammie - AMS" <Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov>
Date: Wed, 27 Aug 2014 18:44:32 +0000
To: mailto:rsetti@ccpb.it%3crsetti@ccpb.it>
Cc: Gebault King, ReneeA - AMS<ReneeA.GebaultKing@ams.usda.gov>; Mann, Renee -
AMS<Renee.Mann@ams.usda.gov>



Subject: Organic pepper operations in the Netherlands
 
Please see the attached request regarding organic pepper operations in the Netherlands.  Questions,
please call.
 
Regards,
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624 ---- please note new ph number
 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.



From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
To: Jake Lewin (Jake@ccof.org)
Cc: CCOF kelly
Subject: FW: REPORTS: NOP
Date: Friday, December 5, 2014 5:23:00 PM
Attachments: 120314 am05349;am05459-61 excel.xlsx

120314 am05461.pdf
120314 am05460.pdf
120314 am05459.pdf
120314 am05349.pdf

Jake and Kelly,
 
Attached are four CCOF reports.  Have a great weekend.
 
Tammie



Lab ID Number Fee Product Description Lot Number Collector's name Collection date
AM05349 $415.00 Organic Bell Pepper Field 12 A,B,C Luis Lopez 11-Nov-14
AM05459 $415.00 Organic Bell Pepper 111214LL01 Luis Lopez 12-Nov-14
AM05460 $415.00 Organic Bell Pepper 111214LL02 Luis Lopez 12-Nov-14
AM05461 $415.00 Organic Bell Pepper 111214LL03 Luis Lopez 12-Nov-14

Total= $1,660.00





Collection site state Organic Certifier US22 1-Naphthol 2,4 Dimethylphenyl formamide (DMPF)
Sonora CCOF 20 N.D. N.D.
Sonora CCOF 25 N.D. N.D.
Sonora CCOF 13 N.D. N.D.
Sonora CCOF 22 N.D. N.D.



3-Hydroxycarbofuran 4,4-Dibromobenzophenone 5-Hydroxythiabendazole Acephate Acetamiprid
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Acetochlor Aldicarb Aldicarb sulfone Aldicarb sulfoxide Aldrin Allethrin Atrazine
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Azinphos methyl Azoxystrobin Bendiocarb BHC alpha Bifenazate Bifenthrin Biteranol Boscalid
N.D. 0.003 N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Bromacil Buprofezin Captan Carbaryl Carbendazim (MBC) Carbofuran Carfentrazone ethyl
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. 0.006 N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. 0.195 N.D. N.D.



Chlorantraniliprole Chlordane cis Chlordane trans Chlorfenapyr Chlorothalonil
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.

0.047 N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Chlorpropham (CIPC) Chlorpyrifos Chlorpyrifos methyl Chlorthal (DCPA) Clofentezine
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Clothianidin Coumaphos Cyazofamid Cycloate Cyfluthrin Cyhalothrin lambda Cypermethrin
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. 0.015
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Cyprodinil Cyromazine DDD o,p DDD p,p DDE o,p DDE p,p DDT p,p Deltamethrin Diazinon
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. 0.061 N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Diazinon oxygen analog Dichlorvos (DDVP) Dicloran Dicofol o,p Dicofol p,p Dieldrin
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Difenoconazole Diflubenzuron Dimethoate Dimethomorph Dinotefuran Diphenamid
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Diphenylamine Disulfoton sulfone Diuron Endosulfan I Endosulfan II Endosulfan sulfate Endrin
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Epoxiconazole Esfenvalerate Ethion Ethoprop Ethoxyquin Etoxazole Etridiazole Famoxadone
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fenamidone Fenamiphos Fenamiphos sulfone Fenamiphos sulfoxide Fenarimol Fenbuconazole
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fenhexamid Fenoxaprop ethyl Fenpropathrin Fenpyroximate Fenthion Fipronil Flonicamid
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. 0.044 N.D.



Fludioxonil Fluoxastrobin Fluridone Flutolanil Fluvalinate Folpet Fonofos Heptachlor
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Heptachlor epoxide Hexachlorobenzene Hexaconazole Hexythiazox Hydroprene Imazalil
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Imidacloprid Indoxacarb Iprodione Lindane Linuron Malathion Malathion oxygen analog
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.

0.028 N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.

0.001 N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Metalaxyl Methamidophos Methidathion Methiocarb Methomyl Methoxychlor Methoxyfenozide
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Metolachlor Metribuzin Mevinphos total MGK-264 Myclobutanil Naled Napropamide
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Nonachlor cis Nonachlor trans Norflurazon Norflurazon desmethyl Omethoate o-Phenylphenol
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Oxadixyl Oxamyl Oxamyl oxime Oxydemeton methyl sulfone Oxyfluorfen Parathion methyl
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Pendimethalin Pentachlorobenzene Permethrin Phenmedipham Phorate sulfone
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Phorate sulfoxide Phosalone Phosmet Piperonyl butoxide Pirimicarb Prallethrin Prochloraz
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Procymidone Profenofos Prometryn Pronamide Propanil Propargite Propetamphos Propham
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Propiconazole Pymetrozine Pyraclostrobin Pyridaben Pyrimethanil Pyriproxyfen Quinoxyfen
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Quintozene Resmethrin total Simazine Spinetoram Spirodiclofen Spiromesifen Sulfentrazone
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tebuconazole Tebufenozide Tefluthrin Tetrachlorvinphos Tetraconazole Tetradifon
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tetrahydrophthalimide (THPI) Tetramethrin Thiabendazole Thiacloprid Thiamethoxam Thiodicarb
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Triadimefon Triadimenol Tribufos Trifloxystrobin Triflumizole Trifluralin Vinclozolin
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



National Science Laboratories

801 Summit Crossing Place, Suite B

Gastonia, NC  28054

Phone:  (704) 867-3873

Fax:       (704) 853-2800

Sample Description:Applicant Identifier:

Date Received:

Date Completed:

Tammie Wilburn

Agri. Marketing Specialist Regulatory

USDA-AMS-NOP

1400 Independence Ave

Washington, DC 25050

12/03/2014

11/17/2014

Organic Bell Pepper

Method:  MET-124

Date Issued: 12/03/2014

P.O. #

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS

LABORATORY APPROVAL AND TESTING DIVISION

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: 111214LL03 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05461

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.0501-Naphthol
 N.D. 0.0042,4 Dimethylphenyl formamide (DMPF)
 N.D. 0.0043-Hydroxycarbofuran
 N.D. 0.0104,4-Dibromobenzophenone
 N.D. 0.0505-Hydroxythiabendazole
 N.D. 0.010Acephate
 N.D. 0.004Acetamiprid
 N.D. 0.025Acetochlor
 N.D. 0.004Aldicarb
 N.D. 0.003Aldicarb sulfone
 N.D. 0.020Aldicarb sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Aldrin
 N.D. 0.008Allethrin
 N.D. 0.006Atrazine
 N.D. 0.015Azinphos methyl
 N.D. 0.001Azoxystrobin
 N.D. 0.002Bendiocarb
 N.D. 0.002BHC alpha
 N.D. 0.100Bifenazate
 N.D. 0.005Bifenthrin
 N.D. 0.025Biteranol
 N.D. 0.020Boscalid
 N.D. 0.025Bromacil
 N.D. 0.100Buprofezin
 N.D. 0.010Captan
 N.D. 0.003Carbaryl
 0.195 0.005Carbendazim (MBC)
 N.D. 0.001Carbofuran
 N.D. 0.003Carfentrazone ethyl
 0.047 0.010Chlorantraniliprole
 N.D. 0.001Chlordane cis
 N.D. 0.005Chlordane trans
 N.D. 0.003Chlorfenapyr
 N.D. 0.004Chlorothalonil
 N.D. 0.050Chlorpropham (CIPC)
 N.D. 0.003Chlorpyrifos
 N.D. 0.001Chlorpyrifos methyl
 N.D. 0.010Chlorthal (DCPA)
 N.D. 0.020Clofentezine
 N.D. 0.001Clothianidin
 N.D. 0.001Coumaphos
 N.D. 0.002Cyazofamid
 N.D. 0.025Cycloate
 N.D. 0.008Cyfluthrin

 N.D. 0.001Cyhalothrin lambda
 N.D. 0.004Cypermethrin
 N.D. 0.004Cyprodinil
 0.061 0.050Cyromazine
 N.D. 0.040DDD o,p
 N.D. 0.020DDD p,p
 N.D. 0.020DDE o,p
 N.D. 0.002DDE p,p
 N.D. 0.040DDT p,p
 N.D. 0.050Deltamethrin
 N.D. 0.001Diazinon
 N.D. 0.010Diazinon oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.011Dichlorvos (DDVP)
 N.D. 0.003Dicloran
 N.D. 0.004Dicofol o,p
 N.D. 0.003Dicofol p,p
 N.D. 0.005Dieldrin
 N.D. 0.050Difenoconazole
 N.D. 0.020Diflubenzuron
 N.D. 0.023Dimethoate
 N.D. 0.056Dimethomorph
 N.D. 0.030Dinotefuran
 N.D. 0.001Diphenamid
 N.D. 0.020Diphenylamine
 N.D. 0.025Disulfoton sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Diuron
 N.D. 0.005Endosulfan I
 N.D. 0.001Endosulfan II
 N.D. 0.001Endosulfan sulfate
 N.D. 0.020Endrin
 N.D. 0.003Epoxiconazole
 N.D. 0.010Esfenvalerate
 N.D. 0.050Ethion
 N.D. 0.050Ethoprop
 N.D. 0.025Ethoxyquin
 N.D. 0.001Etoxazole
 N.D. 0.100Etridiazole
 N.D. 0.050Famoxadone
 N.D. 0.040Fenamidone
 N.D. 0.006Fenamiphos
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfone
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Fenarimol
 N.D. 0.002Fenbuconazole

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: 111214LL03 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05461

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.003Fenhexamid
 N.D. 0.030Fenoxaprop ethyl
 N.D. 0.008Fenpropathrin
 N.D. 0.005Fenpyroximate
 N.D. 0.050Fenthion
 0.044 0.020Fipronil
 N.D. 0.008Flonicamid
 N.D. 0.020Fludioxonil
 N.D. 0.004Fluoxastrobin
 N.D. 0.030Fluridone
 N.D. 0.030Flutolanil
 N.D. 0.010Fluvalinate
 N.D. 0.008Folpet
 N.D. 0.100Fonofos
 N.D. 0.002Heptachlor
 N.D. 0.005Heptachlor epoxide
 N.D. 0.001Hexachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.025Hexaconazole
 N.D. 0.006Hexythiazox
 N.D. 0.050Hydroprene
 N.D. 0.005Imazalil
 0.001 0.001Imidacloprid
 N.D. 0.003Indoxacarb
 N.D. 0.020Iprodione
 N.D. 0.004Lindane
 N.D. 0.020Linuron
 N.D. 0.010Malathion
 N.D. 0.010Malathion oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.002Metalaxyl
 N.D. 0.004Methamidophos
 N.D. 0.023Methidathion
 N.D. 0.028Methiocarb
 N.D. 0.010Methomyl
 N.D. 0.100Methoxychlor
 N.D. 0.002Methoxyfenozide
 N.D. 0.030Metolachlor
 N.D. 0.003Metribuzin
 N.D. 0.011Mevinphos total
 N.D. 0.040MGK-264
 N.D. 0.005Myclobutanil
 N.D. 0.011Naled
 N.D. 0.025Napropamide
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor cis
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor trans
 N.D. 0.006Norflurazon
 N.D. 0.025Norflurazon desmethyl
 N.D. 0.023Omethoate
 N.D. 0.050o-Phenylphenol
 N.D. 0.011Oxadixyl
 N.D. 0.005Oxamyl
 N.D. 0.025Oxamyl oxime
 N.D. 0.010Oxydemeton methyl sulfone
 N.D. 0.003Oxyfluorfen
 N.D. 0.002Parathion methyl
 N.D. 0.003Pendimethalin
 N.D. 0.001Pentachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.008Permethrin

 N.D. 0.050Phenmedipham
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.025Phosalone
 N.D. 0.025Phosmet
 N.D. 0.050Piperonyl butoxide
 N.D. 0.007Pirimicarb
 N.D. 0.010Prallethrin
 N.D. 0.025Prochloraz
 N.D. 0.100Procymidone
 N.D. 0.008Profenofos
 N.D. 0.005Prometryn
 N.D. 0.003Pronamide
 N.D. 0.050Propanil
 N.D. 0.030Propargite
 N.D. 0.040Propetamphos
 N.D. 0.050Propham
 N.D. 0.100Propiconazole
 N.D. 0.015Pymetrozine
 N.D. 0.015Pyraclostrobin
 N.D. 0.001Pyridaben
 N.D. 0.003Pyrimethanil
 N.D. 0.001Pyriproxyfen
 N.D. 0.020Quinoxyfen
 N.D. 0.001Quintozene
 N.D. 0.100Resmethrin total
 N.D. 0.010Simazine
 N.D. 0.010Spinetoram
 N.D. 0.004Spirodiclofen
 N.D. 0.020Spiromesifen
 N.D. 0.250Sulfentrazone
 N.D. 0.008Tebuconazole
 N.D. 0.005Tebufenozide
 N.D. 0.001Tefluthrin
 N.D. 0.020Tetrachlorvinphos
 N.D. 0.003Tetraconazole
 N.D. 0.003Tetradifon
 N.D. 0.100Tetrahydrophthalimide (THPI)
 N.D. 0.010Tetramethrin
 N.D. 0.001Thiabendazole
 N.D. 0.001Thiacloprid
 N.D. 0.004Thiamethoxam
 N.D. 0.006Thiodicarb
 N.D. 0.005Triadimefon
 N.D. 0.090Triadimenol
 N.D. 0.005Tribufos
 N.D. 0.005Trifloxystrobin
 N.D. 0.008Triflumizole
 N.D. 0.001Trifluralin
 N.D. 0.001Vinclozolin

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: 111214LL03 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05461

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

Comments:

The fee for the laboratory services provided above is $415.00.

The information contained within this report of sample results is applicable only to the materials identified within and is, to the best of our ability and knowledge, 
accurate with regard to the client's specification.  The laboratory shall not be responsible for errors due to the client's failure to provide information critical to the  
currency of contract specification and/or standards.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (i.e., Braille, large print, and audiotape) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer .

Signature of Approving Official:

Jonathan C. Barber, Laboratory Supervisor

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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National Science Laboratories

801 Summit Crossing Place, Suite B

Gastonia, NC  28054

Phone:  (704) 867-3873

Fax:       (704) 853-2800

Sample Description:Applicant Identifier:

Date Received:

Date Completed:

Tammie Wilburn

Agri. Marketing Specialist Regulatory

USDA-AMS-NOP

1400 Independence Ave

Washington, DC 25050

12/03/2014

11/17/2014

Organic Bell Pepper

Method:  MET-124

Date Issued: 12/03/2014

P.O. #

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS

LABORATORY APPROVAL AND TESTING DIVISION

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: 111214LL01 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05459

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.0501-Naphthol
 N.D. 0.0042,4 Dimethylphenyl formamide (DMPF)
 N.D. 0.0043-Hydroxycarbofuran
 N.D. 0.0104,4-Dibromobenzophenone
 N.D. 0.0505-Hydroxythiabendazole
 N.D. 0.010Acephate
 N.D. 0.004Acetamiprid
 N.D. 0.025Acetochlor
 N.D. 0.004Aldicarb
 N.D. 0.003Aldicarb sulfone
 N.D. 0.020Aldicarb sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Aldrin
 N.D. 0.008Allethrin
 N.D. 0.006Atrazine
 N.D. 0.015Azinphos methyl
 N.D. 0.001Azoxystrobin
 N.D. 0.002Bendiocarb
 N.D. 0.002BHC alpha
 N.D. 0.100Bifenazate
 N.D. 0.005Bifenthrin
 N.D. 0.025Biteranol
 N.D. 0.020Boscalid
 N.D. 0.025Bromacil
 N.D. 0.100Buprofezin
 N.D. 0.010Captan
 N.D. 0.003Carbaryl
 N.D. 0.005Carbendazim (MBC)
 N.D. 0.001Carbofuran
 N.D. 0.003Carfentrazone ethyl
 N.D. 0.010Chlorantraniliprole
 N.D. 0.001Chlordane cis
 N.D. 0.005Chlordane trans
 N.D. 0.003Chlorfenapyr
 N.D. 0.004Chlorothalonil
 N.D. 0.050Chlorpropham (CIPC)
 N.D. 0.003Chlorpyrifos
 N.D. 0.001Chlorpyrifos methyl
 N.D. 0.010Chlorthal (DCPA)
 N.D. 0.020Clofentezine
 N.D. 0.001Clothianidin
 N.D. 0.001Coumaphos
 N.D. 0.002Cyazofamid
 N.D. 0.025Cycloate
 N.D. 0.008Cyfluthrin

 N.D. 0.001Cyhalothrin lambda
 N.D. 0.004Cypermethrin
 N.D. 0.004Cyprodinil
 N.D. 0.050Cyromazine
 N.D. 0.040DDD o,p
 N.D. 0.020DDD p,p
 N.D. 0.020DDE o,p
 N.D. 0.002DDE p,p
 N.D. 0.040DDT p,p
 N.D. 0.050Deltamethrin
 N.D. 0.001Diazinon
 N.D. 0.010Diazinon oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.011Dichlorvos (DDVP)
 N.D. 0.003Dicloran
 N.D. 0.004Dicofol o,p
 N.D. 0.003Dicofol p,p
 N.D. 0.005Dieldrin
 N.D. 0.050Difenoconazole
 N.D. 0.020Diflubenzuron
 N.D. 0.023Dimethoate
 N.D. 0.056Dimethomorph
 N.D. 0.030Dinotefuran
 N.D. 0.001Diphenamid
 N.D. 0.020Diphenylamine
 N.D. 0.025Disulfoton sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Diuron
 N.D. 0.005Endosulfan I
 N.D. 0.001Endosulfan II
 N.D. 0.001Endosulfan sulfate
 N.D. 0.020Endrin
 N.D. 0.003Epoxiconazole
 N.D. 0.010Esfenvalerate
 N.D. 0.050Ethion
 N.D. 0.050Ethoprop
 N.D. 0.025Ethoxyquin
 N.D. 0.001Etoxazole
 N.D. 0.100Etridiazole
 N.D. 0.050Famoxadone
 N.D. 0.040Fenamidone
 N.D. 0.006Fenamiphos
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfone
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Fenarimol
 N.D. 0.002Fenbuconazole

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: 111214LL01 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05459

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.003Fenhexamid
 N.D. 0.030Fenoxaprop ethyl
 N.D. 0.008Fenpropathrin
 N.D. 0.005Fenpyroximate
 N.D. 0.050Fenthion
 N.D. 0.020Fipronil
 N.D. 0.008Flonicamid
 N.D. 0.020Fludioxonil
 N.D. 0.004Fluoxastrobin
 N.D. 0.030Fluridone
 N.D. 0.030Flutolanil
 N.D. 0.010Fluvalinate
 N.D. 0.008Folpet
 N.D. 0.100Fonofos
 N.D. 0.002Heptachlor
 N.D. 0.005Heptachlor epoxide
 N.D. 0.001Hexachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.025Hexaconazole
 N.D. 0.006Hexythiazox
 N.D. 0.050Hydroprene
 N.D. 0.005Imazalil
 0.028 0.001Imidacloprid
 N.D. 0.003Indoxacarb
 N.D. 0.020Iprodione
 N.D. 0.004Lindane
 N.D. 0.020Linuron
 N.D. 0.010Malathion
 N.D. 0.010Malathion oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.002Metalaxyl
 N.D. 0.004Methamidophos
 N.D. 0.023Methidathion
 N.D. 0.028Methiocarb
 N.D. 0.010Methomyl
 N.D. 0.100Methoxychlor
 N.D. 0.002Methoxyfenozide
 N.D. 0.030Metolachlor
 N.D. 0.003Metribuzin
 N.D. 0.011Mevinphos total
 N.D. 0.040MGK-264
 N.D. 0.005Myclobutanil
 N.D. 0.011Naled
 N.D. 0.025Napropamide
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor cis
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor trans
 N.D. 0.006Norflurazon
 N.D. 0.025Norflurazon desmethyl
 N.D. 0.023Omethoate
 N.D. 0.050o-Phenylphenol
 N.D. 0.011Oxadixyl
 N.D. 0.005Oxamyl
 N.D. 0.025Oxamyl oxime
 N.D. 0.010Oxydemeton methyl sulfone
 N.D. 0.003Oxyfluorfen
 N.D. 0.002Parathion methyl
 N.D. 0.003Pendimethalin
 N.D. 0.001Pentachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.008Permethrin

 N.D. 0.050Phenmedipham
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.025Phosalone
 N.D. 0.025Phosmet
 N.D. 0.050Piperonyl butoxide
 N.D. 0.007Pirimicarb
 N.D. 0.010Prallethrin
 N.D. 0.025Prochloraz
 N.D. 0.100Procymidone
 N.D. 0.008Profenofos
 N.D. 0.005Prometryn
 N.D. 0.003Pronamide
 N.D. 0.050Propanil
 N.D. 0.030Propargite
 N.D. 0.040Propetamphos
 N.D. 0.050Propham
 N.D. 0.100Propiconazole
 N.D. 0.015Pymetrozine
 N.D. 0.015Pyraclostrobin
 N.D. 0.001Pyridaben
 N.D. 0.003Pyrimethanil
 N.D. 0.001Pyriproxyfen
 N.D. 0.020Quinoxyfen
 N.D. 0.001Quintozene
 N.D. 0.100Resmethrin total
 N.D. 0.010Simazine
 N.D. 0.010Spinetoram
 N.D. 0.004Spirodiclofen
 N.D. 0.020Spiromesifen
 N.D. 0.250Sulfentrazone
 N.D. 0.008Tebuconazole
 N.D. 0.005Tebufenozide
 N.D. 0.001Tefluthrin
 N.D. 0.020Tetrachlorvinphos
 N.D. 0.003Tetraconazole
 N.D. 0.003Tetradifon
 N.D. 0.100Tetrahydrophthalimide (THPI)
 N.D. 0.010Tetramethrin
 N.D. 0.001Thiabendazole
 N.D. 0.001Thiacloprid
 N.D. 0.004Thiamethoxam
 N.D. 0.006Thiodicarb
 N.D. 0.005Triadimefon
 N.D. 0.090Triadimenol
 N.D. 0.005Tribufos
 N.D. 0.005Trifloxystrobin
 N.D. 0.008Triflumizole
 N.D. 0.001Trifluralin
 N.D. 0.001Vinclozolin

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: 111214LL01 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05459

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

Comments:

The fee for the laboratory services provided above is $415.00.

The information contained within this report of sample results is applicable only to the materials identified within and is, to the best of our ability and knowledge, 
accurate with regard to the client's specification.  The laboratory shall not be responsible for errors due to the client's failure to provide information critical to the  
currency of contract specification and/or standards.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (i.e., Braille, large print, and audiotape) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer .

Signature of Approving Official:

Jonathan C. Barber, Laboratory Supervisor

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.

Page 3 of 3LIMS Report ID: NSL-CR-1 ST-4 MDENSKI



National Science Laboratories

801 Summit Crossing Place, Suite B

Gastonia, NC  28054

Phone:  (704) 867-3873

Fax:       (704) 853-2800

Sample Description:Applicant Identifier:

Date Received:

Date Completed:

Tammie Wilburn

Agri. Marketing Specialist Regulatory

USDA-AMS-NOP

1400 Independence Ave

Washington, DC 25050

12/03/2014

11/17/2014

Organic Bell Pepper

Method:  MET-124

Date Issued: 12/03/2014

P.O. #

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS

LABORATORY APPROVAL AND TESTING DIVISION

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: 111214LL02 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05460

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.0501-Naphthol
 N.D. 0.0042,4 Dimethylphenyl formamide (DMPF)
 N.D. 0.0043-Hydroxycarbofuran
 N.D. 0.0104,4-Dibromobenzophenone
 N.D. 0.0505-Hydroxythiabendazole
 N.D. 0.010Acephate
 N.D. 0.004Acetamiprid
 N.D. 0.025Acetochlor
 N.D. 0.004Aldicarb
 N.D. 0.003Aldicarb sulfone
 N.D. 0.020Aldicarb sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Aldrin
 N.D. 0.008Allethrin
 N.D. 0.006Atrazine
 N.D. 0.015Azinphos methyl
 N.D. 0.001Azoxystrobin
 N.D. 0.002Bendiocarb
 N.D. 0.002BHC alpha
 N.D. 0.100Bifenazate
 N.D. 0.005Bifenthrin
 N.D. 0.025Biteranol
 N.D. 0.020Boscalid
 N.D. 0.025Bromacil
 N.D. 0.100Buprofezin
 N.D. 0.010Captan
 N.D. 0.003Carbaryl
 0.006 0.005Carbendazim (MBC)
 N.D. 0.001Carbofuran
 N.D. 0.003Carfentrazone ethyl
 N.D. 0.010Chlorantraniliprole
 N.D. 0.001Chlordane cis
 N.D. 0.005Chlordane trans
 N.D. 0.003Chlorfenapyr
 N.D. 0.004Chlorothalonil
 N.D. 0.050Chlorpropham (CIPC)
 N.D. 0.003Chlorpyrifos
 N.D. 0.001Chlorpyrifos methyl
 N.D. 0.010Chlorthal (DCPA)
 N.D. 0.020Clofentezine
 N.D. 0.001Clothianidin
 N.D. 0.001Coumaphos
 N.D. 0.002Cyazofamid
 N.D. 0.025Cycloate
 N.D. 0.008Cyfluthrin

 N.D. 0.001Cyhalothrin lambda
 0.015 0.004Cypermethrin
 N.D. 0.004Cyprodinil
 N.D. 0.050Cyromazine
 N.D. 0.040DDD o,p
 N.D. 0.020DDD p,p
 N.D. 0.020DDE o,p
 N.D. 0.002DDE p,p
 N.D. 0.040DDT p,p
 N.D. 0.050Deltamethrin
 N.D. 0.001Diazinon
 N.D. 0.010Diazinon oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.011Dichlorvos (DDVP)
 N.D. 0.003Dicloran
 N.D. 0.004Dicofol o,p
 N.D. 0.003Dicofol p,p
 N.D. 0.005Dieldrin
 N.D. 0.050Difenoconazole
 N.D. 0.020Diflubenzuron
 N.D. 0.023Dimethoate
 N.D. 0.056Dimethomorph
 N.D. 0.030Dinotefuran
 N.D. 0.001Diphenamid
 N.D. 0.020Diphenylamine
 N.D. 0.025Disulfoton sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Diuron
 N.D. 0.005Endosulfan I
 N.D. 0.001Endosulfan II
 N.D. 0.001Endosulfan sulfate
 N.D. 0.020Endrin
 N.D. 0.003Epoxiconazole
 N.D. 0.010Esfenvalerate
 N.D. 0.050Ethion
 N.D. 0.050Ethoprop
 N.D. 0.025Ethoxyquin
 N.D. 0.001Etoxazole
 N.D. 0.100Etridiazole
 N.D. 0.050Famoxadone
 N.D. 0.040Fenamidone
 N.D. 0.006Fenamiphos
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfone
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Fenarimol
 N.D. 0.002Fenbuconazole

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.

Page 1 of 3LIMS Report ID: NSL-CR-1 ST-4 MDENSKI



Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: 111214LL02 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05460

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.003Fenhexamid
 N.D. 0.030Fenoxaprop ethyl
 N.D. 0.008Fenpropathrin
 N.D. 0.005Fenpyroximate
 N.D. 0.050Fenthion
 N.D. 0.020Fipronil
 N.D. 0.008Flonicamid
 N.D. 0.020Fludioxonil
 N.D. 0.004Fluoxastrobin
 N.D. 0.030Fluridone
 N.D. 0.030Flutolanil
 N.D. 0.010Fluvalinate
 N.D. 0.008Folpet
 N.D. 0.100Fonofos
 N.D. 0.002Heptachlor
 N.D. 0.005Heptachlor epoxide
 N.D. 0.001Hexachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.025Hexaconazole
 N.D. 0.006Hexythiazox
 N.D. 0.050Hydroprene
 N.D. 0.005Imazalil
 N.D. 0.001Imidacloprid
 N.D. 0.003Indoxacarb
 N.D. 0.020Iprodione
 N.D. 0.004Lindane
 N.D. 0.020Linuron
 N.D. 0.010Malathion
 N.D. 0.010Malathion oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.002Metalaxyl
 N.D. 0.004Methamidophos
 N.D. 0.023Methidathion
 N.D. 0.028Methiocarb
 N.D. 0.010Methomyl
 N.D. 0.100Methoxychlor
 N.D. 0.002Methoxyfenozide
 N.D. 0.030Metolachlor
 N.D. 0.003Metribuzin
 N.D. 0.011Mevinphos total
 N.D. 0.040MGK-264
 N.D. 0.005Myclobutanil
 N.D. 0.011Naled
 N.D. 0.025Napropamide
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor cis
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor trans
 N.D. 0.006Norflurazon
 N.D. 0.025Norflurazon desmethyl
 N.D. 0.023Omethoate
 N.D. 0.050o-Phenylphenol
 N.D. 0.011Oxadixyl
 N.D. 0.005Oxamyl
 N.D. 0.025Oxamyl oxime
 N.D. 0.010Oxydemeton methyl sulfone
 N.D. 0.003Oxyfluorfen
 N.D. 0.002Parathion methyl
 N.D. 0.003Pendimethalin
 N.D. 0.001Pentachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.008Permethrin

 N.D. 0.050Phenmedipham
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.025Phosalone
 N.D. 0.025Phosmet
 N.D. 0.050Piperonyl butoxide
 N.D. 0.007Pirimicarb
 N.D. 0.010Prallethrin
 N.D. 0.025Prochloraz
 N.D. 0.100Procymidone
 N.D. 0.008Profenofos
 N.D. 0.005Prometryn
 N.D. 0.003Pronamide
 N.D. 0.050Propanil
 N.D. 0.030Propargite
 N.D. 0.040Propetamphos
 N.D. 0.050Propham
 N.D. 0.100Propiconazole
 N.D. 0.015Pymetrozine
 N.D. 0.015Pyraclostrobin
 N.D. 0.001Pyridaben
 N.D. 0.003Pyrimethanil
 N.D. 0.001Pyriproxyfen
 N.D. 0.020Quinoxyfen
 N.D. 0.001Quintozene
 N.D. 0.100Resmethrin total
 N.D. 0.010Simazine
 N.D. 0.010Spinetoram
 N.D. 0.004Spirodiclofen
 N.D. 0.020Spiromesifen
 N.D. 0.250Sulfentrazone
 N.D. 0.008Tebuconazole
 N.D. 0.005Tebufenozide
 N.D. 0.001Tefluthrin
 N.D. 0.020Tetrachlorvinphos
 N.D. 0.003Tetraconazole
 N.D. 0.003Tetradifon
 N.D. 0.100Tetrahydrophthalimide (THPI)
 N.D. 0.010Tetramethrin
 N.D. 0.001Thiabendazole
 N.D. 0.001Thiacloprid
 N.D. 0.004Thiamethoxam
 N.D. 0.006Thiodicarb
 N.D. 0.005Triadimefon
 N.D. 0.090Triadimenol
 N.D. 0.005Tribufos
 N.D. 0.005Trifloxystrobin
 N.D. 0.008Triflumizole
 N.D. 0.001Trifluralin
 N.D. 0.001Vinclozolin

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: 111214LL02 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05460

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

Comments:

The fee for the laboratory services provided above is $415.00.

The information contained within this report of sample results is applicable only to the materials identified within and is, to the best of our ability and knowledge, 
accurate with regard to the client's specification.  The laboratory shall not be responsible for errors due to the client's failure to provide information critical to the  
currency of contract specification and/or standards.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (i.e., Braille, large print, and audiotape) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer .

Signature of Approving Official:

Jonathan C. Barber, Laboratory Supervisor

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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National Science Laboratories

801 Summit Crossing Place, Suite B

Gastonia, NC  28054

Phone:  (704) 867-3873

Fax:       (704) 853-2800

Sample Description:Applicant Identifier:

Date Received:

Date Completed:

Tammie Wilburn

Agri. Marketing Specialist Regulatory

USDA-AMS-NOP

1400 Independence Ave

Washington, DC 25050

12/03/2014

11/13/2014

Organic Bell Pepper

Method:  MET-124

Date Issued: 12/03/2014

P.O. #

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS

LABORATORY APPROVAL AND TESTING DIVISION

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: Field 12 A,B,C Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05349

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.0501-Naphthol
 N.D. 0.0042,4 Dimethylphenyl formamide (DMPF)
 N.D. 0.0043-Hydroxycarbofuran
 N.D. 0.0104,4-Dibromobenzophenone
 N.D. 0.0505-Hydroxythiabendazole
 N.D. 0.010Acephate
 N.D. 0.004Acetamiprid
 N.D. 0.025Acetochlor
 N.D. 0.004Aldicarb
 N.D. 0.003Aldicarb sulfone
 N.D. 0.020Aldicarb sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Aldrin
 N.D. 0.008Allethrin
 N.D. 0.006Atrazine
 N.D. 0.015Azinphos methyl
 0.003 0.001Azoxystrobin
 N.D. 0.002Bendiocarb
 N.D. 0.002BHC alpha
 N.D. 0.100Bifenazate
 N.D. 0.005Bifenthrin
 N.D. 0.025Biteranol
 N.D. 0.020Boscalid
 N.D. 0.025Bromacil
 N.D. 0.100Buprofezin
 N.D. 0.010Captan
 N.D. 0.003Carbaryl
 N.D. 0.005Carbendazim (MBC)
 N.D. 0.001Carbofuran
 N.D. 0.003Carfentrazone ethyl
 N.D. 0.010Chlorantraniliprole
 N.D. 0.001Chlordane cis
 N.D. 0.005Chlordane trans
 N.D. 0.003Chlorfenapyr
 N.D. 0.004Chlorothalonil
 N.D. 0.050Chlorpropham (CIPC)
 N.D. 0.003Chlorpyrifos
 N.D. 0.001Chlorpyrifos methyl
 N.D. 0.010Chlorthal (DCPA)
 N.D. 0.020Clofentezine
 N.D. 0.001Clothianidin
 N.D. 0.001Coumaphos
 N.D. 0.002Cyazofamid
 N.D. 0.025Cycloate
 N.D. 0.008Cyfluthrin

 N.D. 0.001Cyhalothrin lambda
 N.D. 0.004Cypermethrin
 N.D. 0.004Cyprodinil
 N.D. 0.050Cyromazine
 N.D. 0.040DDD o,p
 N.D. 0.020DDD p,p
 N.D. 0.020DDE o,p
 N.D. 0.002DDE p,p
 N.D. 0.040DDT p,p
 N.D. 0.050Deltamethrin
 N.D. 0.001Diazinon
 N.D. 0.010Diazinon oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.011Dichlorvos (DDVP)
 N.D. 0.003Dicloran
 N.D. 0.004Dicofol o,p
 N.D. 0.003Dicofol p,p
 N.D. 0.005Dieldrin
 N.D. 0.050Difenoconazole
 N.D. 0.020Diflubenzuron
 N.D. 0.023Dimethoate
 N.D. 0.056Dimethomorph
 N.D. 0.030Dinotefuran
 N.D. 0.001Diphenamid
 N.D. 0.020Diphenylamine
 N.D. 0.025Disulfoton sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Diuron
 N.D. 0.005Endosulfan I
 N.D. 0.001Endosulfan II
 N.D. 0.001Endosulfan sulfate
 N.D. 0.020Endrin
 N.D. 0.003Epoxiconazole
 N.D. 0.010Esfenvalerate
 N.D. 0.050Ethion
 N.D. 0.050Ethoprop
 N.D. 0.025Ethoxyquin
 N.D. 0.001Etoxazole
 N.D. 0.100Etridiazole
 N.D. 0.050Famoxadone
 N.D. 0.040Fenamidone
 N.D. 0.006Fenamiphos
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfone
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Fenarimol
 N.D. 0.002Fenbuconazole

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: Field 12 A,B,C Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05349

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.003Fenhexamid
 N.D. 0.030Fenoxaprop ethyl
 N.D. 0.008Fenpropathrin
 N.D. 0.005Fenpyroximate
 N.D. 0.050Fenthion
 N.D. 0.020Fipronil
 N.D. 0.008Flonicamid
 N.D. 0.020Fludioxonil
 N.D. 0.004Fluoxastrobin
 N.D. 0.030Fluridone
 N.D. 0.030Flutolanil
 N.D. 0.010Fluvalinate
 N.D. 0.008Folpet
 N.D. 0.100Fonofos
 N.D. 0.002Heptachlor
 N.D. 0.005Heptachlor epoxide
 N.D. 0.001Hexachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.025Hexaconazole
 N.D. 0.006Hexythiazox
 N.D. 0.050Hydroprene
 N.D. 0.005Imazalil
 N.D. 0.001Imidacloprid
 N.D. 0.003Indoxacarb
 N.D. 0.020Iprodione
 N.D. 0.004Lindane
 N.D. 0.020Linuron
 N.D. 0.010Malathion
 N.D. 0.010Malathion oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.002Metalaxyl
 N.D. 0.004Methamidophos
 N.D. 0.023Methidathion
 N.D. 0.028Methiocarb
 N.D. 0.010Methomyl
 N.D. 0.100Methoxychlor
 N.D. 0.002Methoxyfenozide
 N.D. 0.030Metolachlor
 N.D. 0.003Metribuzin
 N.D. 0.011Mevinphos total
 N.D. 0.040MGK-264
 N.D. 0.005Myclobutanil
 N.D. 0.011Naled
 N.D. 0.025Napropamide
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor cis
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor trans
 N.D. 0.006Norflurazon
 N.D. 0.025Norflurazon desmethyl
 N.D. 0.023Omethoate
 N.D. 0.050o-Phenylphenol
 N.D. 0.011Oxadixyl
 N.D. 0.005Oxamyl
 N.D. 0.025Oxamyl oxime
 N.D. 0.010Oxydemeton methyl sulfone
 N.D. 0.003Oxyfluorfen
 N.D. 0.002Parathion methyl
 N.D. 0.003Pendimethalin
 N.D. 0.001Pentachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.008Permethrin

 N.D. 0.050Phenmedipham
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.025Phosalone
 N.D. 0.025Phosmet
 N.D. 0.050Piperonyl butoxide
 N.D. 0.007Pirimicarb
 N.D. 0.010Prallethrin
 N.D. 0.025Prochloraz
 N.D. 0.100Procymidone
 N.D. 0.008Profenofos
 N.D. 0.005Prometryn
 N.D. 0.003Pronamide
 N.D. 0.050Propanil
 N.D. 0.030Propargite
 N.D. 0.040Propetamphos
 N.D. 0.050Propham
 N.D. 0.100Propiconazole
 N.D. 0.015Pymetrozine
 N.D. 0.015Pyraclostrobin
 N.D. 0.001Pyridaben
 N.D. 0.003Pyrimethanil
 N.D. 0.001Pyriproxyfen
 N.D. 0.020Quinoxyfen
 N.D. 0.001Quintozene
 N.D. 0.100Resmethrin total
 N.D. 0.010Simazine
 N.D. 0.010Spinetoram
 N.D. 0.004Spirodiclofen
 N.D. 0.020Spiromesifen
 N.D. 0.250Sulfentrazone
 N.D. 0.008Tebuconazole
 N.D. 0.005Tebufenozide
 N.D. 0.001Tefluthrin
 N.D. 0.020Tetrachlorvinphos
 N.D. 0.003Tetraconazole
 N.D. 0.003Tetradifon
 N.D. 0.100Tetrahydrophthalimide (THPI)
 N.D. 0.010Tetramethrin
 N.D. 0.001Thiabendazole
 N.D. 0.001Thiacloprid
 N.D. 0.004Thiamethoxam
 N.D. 0.006Thiodicarb
 N.D. 0.005Triadimefon
 N.D. 0.090Triadimenol
 N.D. 0.005Tribufos
 N.D. 0.005Trifloxystrobin
 N.D. 0.008Triflumizole
 N.D. 0.001Trifluralin
 N.D. 0.001Vinclozolin

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: Field 12 A,B,C Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM05349

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

Comments:

The fee for the laboratory services provided above is $415.00.

The information contained within this report of sample results is applicable only to the materials identified within and is, to the best of our ability and knowledge, 
accurate with regard to the client's specification.  The laboratory shall not be responsible for errors due to the client's failure to provide information critical to the  
currency of contract specification and/or standards.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (i.e., Braille, large print, and audiotape) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer .

Signature of Approving Official:

Jonathan C. Barber, Laboratory Supervisor

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
To: "jackie@tilth.org"
Cc: Andrew Black (andrewblack@tilth.org)
Subject: FW: U.S. Department of Agriculture bell pepper shipment
Date: Friday, March 27, 2015 1:45:00 PM

Andrew, please forward to Jackie Sleeper if I have gotten the wrong email address. 
 
Jackie,
 
Here is a foreign agricultural contact person for Mexico.  Please contact him directly and cc me,
should you have an issue with the next shipment.
 
Eduardo Lozano Carreño
Agricultural Specialist
USDA/ATO-Monterrey
(52)81-8047-3318
Eduardo.Lozano@fas.usda.gov
 
Many thanks!
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/NOP
 
This electronic message contains pre-decisional information generated by the USDA solely for the
intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If
you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email
immediately.
 
 

From: Lozano, Eduardo F [mailto:Eduardo.Lozano@fas.usda.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 9:32 AM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Manuel Velazquez; Murphy, Ann - FAS
Subject: RE: U.S. Department of Agriculture bell pepper shipment
 
Dear Ms. Wilburn,
I am trying to reach you to talk about your bell pepper issue.
Were the bell peppers exported from the U.S. to Mexico or from Mexico to the U.S.?  Can you please
call me at 52-81-8047-3318?
 
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 



Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 5:32 PM
To: Lozano, Eduardo F
Subject: FW: U.S. Department of Agriculture bell pepper shipment
 
Mr. Lozano:
 
Juan Manuel Velazquez referred me to you.  My name is Tammie Wilburn and I work with the
National Organic Program, AMS, U.S. Department of Agriculture.  We are studying peppers from
Mexico under the USDA organic regulations.  We have an APHIS permit to release bell pepper
shipments from Mexico into the United States.  One of our sweet bell pepper shipments was
recently denied at the Mexican Customs Center in Mexico City.  It seems they were denied because
they were believed to be chile peppers and prohibited for export.  I believe this is a mistake as sweet
bell peppers are distinctly different from chile peppers. 
 
We would like to attempt sending the peppers again as soon as possible. The boxes currently are
located in cold storage at the point of original departure at the producer’s facility.
Can you offer any assistance with getting this shipment through?  THe DHL tracking information and
photos of the sample are attached. The client is:
 
Agroproductos del Cabo
Carr. Transpen. KM 125.5
Maneadero, Ensenada, Baja California Norte, Mexico
CP 22790
 
Many thanks in advance,
 
Tammie B. Wilburn, Compliance Officer
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, AMS, USDA
202-690-2624
 



From: Josie Quevedo
To: Michael, Matthew - AMS
Cc: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS; PrimusOrganic
Subject: FW:Revised Response - Inspections of Organic Pepper Operations
Date: Thursday, November 6, 2014 3:46:19 PM
Attachments: image002.jpg

image001.jpg
Revised Response ACA Request to Investigate-PL.pdf

Hello Matthew,
 
I hope all is well with you. Please find attached the revised response letter with some
changes. The letter was originally sent on September 18, 2014.
 
The changes were made on paragraphs 3. and 5. Due to product availability. .
 
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact us at
Primusorganic@primuslabs.com .
 
Kind regards,
 

Josie Quevedo
Audit Coordinator
Josie.Quevedo@PrimusLabs.com
 
Voice 805.922.0055 | Fax 805.352.1364
 
PrimusLabs  | 1259 Furukawa Way | Santa Maria, CA

This email and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information and is intended solely for
use by the individual to whom it is addressed. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender,
do not disclose its contents to others and delete from your system.

From: Josie Quevedo 
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 4:47 PM
To: 'matthew.michael@ams.usda.gov'
Cc: 'Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov'; PrimusOrganic; Brian Mansfield
Subject: Response - Inspections of Organic Pepper Operations
 
September 18, 2014
 
Matthew Michael
Director, Compliance & Enforcement Division                                                
National Organic Program                                                                                   
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. Room 2648-S, Stop 0268, Washington D.C.20250-0268
 
RE: Inspection of Organic Pepper Operations, issued on August 27th, 2014 (received
September 16th, 2014).
 
 
Dear Mr. Michael:



 
PrimusLabs received Tammie Wilburn’s e-mail September 16, 2014 with your letter dated
Aug 27th, 2014 with the request to cooperate with an open investigation.   Specifically,
PrimusLabs has been asked to conduct unannounced inspections and sampling of several
certified operations by PrimusLabs in Mexico that have bell peppers listed in their certificate.
 
PrimusLabs has immediately started the actions to comply with this §205.403 request as
follows:
 
1.      The Audit Admin Department updated the list of operations in Mexico. As of today, have

peppers listed in their crop or handling certificates. (Attachment list on page 3).  
 
2.      PrimusLabs will contact its clients in Mexico to verify which crops are currently standing

in their fields in order to identify more precisely if the certified peppers are still being
grown at this time of year.

 
3.      Staff inspector Evelyn Ramírez will conduct these unannounced inspections and sampling.
 
4.      PrimusLabs will contact Roger Simonds at the National Science Laboratory to get more

clear instructions on how to take and ship the samples from Mexico into the U.S. both in
terms of packing and shipping procedures as well as any entry permit needed.

 
5.      PrimusLabs is preparing the schedule to conduct the unannounced inspections and

sampling (NOP 2609) between October 10th to 25th, 2014.
 
6.      Each farm’s unannounced inspection will be allocated one full day of inspection. This will

allow the following inspection approach/plan:
 

a)      Verifying the Organic System Plan.
b)      List of certified crops and maps with actual fields throughout physical observation.  
c)      Match OSP acreage and estimated yields.
d)      Sample peppers and prepare sample for shipping including all necessary paperwork

and chain of custody.
e)      Verify input application records for last quarter, match with input inventory

movements, and input purchase documentation.
f)        Conduct a verification of harvest and sales of the last quarter (exact time frame

dependent on operator´s inventory system). List all sales and volumes per date and
destination

g)      Conduct one trace back exercise randomly selecting one shipment.
h)      Conduct an in-out mass balance. The “in” is product harvested (matching volumes

with harvested acreage) and “out” is shipping or sales.
 
7. Each handler's unannounced inspection, if not part of a farm, will be allocated one full day
of inspection as well.  This will allow the following inspection approach/plan:

a)      Sample peppers (if any stored)
b)      Conduct a verification of purchase and sales of the last quarter (exact time frame

dependent on operator´s inventory system).
c)      List all sales and volumes per date and destination.
d)      List all purchases by certified farm (supplier) and volumes.
e)      Conduct one trace back exercise randomly selecting one shipment.





 

USA:   

 

HQ Santa Maria, 
CA  
 
Salinas, CA 
 
Yuma, AZ 
 
Lakeland, FL 
 
 
 
Mexico:   

 
Tijuana, Baja  
 
Culiacan, Sinaloa  
 
Queretaro, 
Queretaro 
 
 
 
Costa Rica:   

 
San Jose 
 
 
 
Chile:   

 
Santiago 

PrimusLabs  

2810 Industrial Parkway   
Santa Maria, CA  93455 
 
Direct 805.9322.0055 
Fax 805.922.2462 
 
Primus@PrimusLabs.com 
 
PrimusLabs.com  

 

November 6, 2014 

 

Matthew Michael  

Director, Compliance & Enforcement Division                                                 

National Organic Program                                                                                    

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. Room 2648-S, Stop 0268, Washington, 

D.C.20250-0268 

 

RE: Inspection of Organic Pepper Operations  issued on August 27
th

 2014 

(received Sep     

 

  

Dear Mr. Mic  

  

PrimusLabs r         r 

letter dated A            

investigation.   Specifically, PrimusLabs has been asked to conduct unannounced 

inspections and sampling of several certified operations by PrimusLabs in Mexico 

that have bell peppers listed in their certificate. PrimusLabs has made some 

changes to the original plan due to product availability and they are as follows: 

  

PrimusLabs has immediately started the actions to comply with this §205.403 

request as follows: 

 

1. The Audit Admin Department updated the list of operations in Mexico. As of 

today, have peppers listed in their crop or handling certificates. (Attachment 

list on page 3).   

 

2. PrimusLabs will contact its clients in Mexico to verify which crops are 

currently standing in their fields in order to identify more precisely if the 

certified peppers are still being grown at this time of year.  

 

3. A Sub-contracted auditor Christian Thommen will conduct these unannounced 

inspections and sampling if the product is available at the time of inspection 

(Staff inspector Evelyn Ramírez will conduct these unannounced inspections 

and sampling. – Revised).  

 

4. PrimusLabs will contact Roger Simonds at the National Science Laboratory to 

get more clear instructions on how to take and ship the samples from Mexico 

into the U.S. both in terms of packing and shipping procedures as well as any 

entry permit needed. 



 

 

5. PrimusLabs is preparing the schedule to conduct the unannounced inspections 

and sampling (NOP 2609) between ( October 10th to 25th, 2014. – Revised 

due to product availability) November 17
th

 to 21
st
, 2014 with open availability 

until all unannounced inspections are conducted. 

 

6. Each farm’s unannounced inspection will be allocated one full day of 

inspection. This will allow the following inspection approach/plan: 

 

a) Verifying the Organic System Plan. 

b) List of certified crops and maps with actual fields throughout physical 

observ    

c) Match      

d) Sampl          y 

paper       

e) Verify          

inven        

f) Condu             me 

frame dependent on operator s inventory system). List all sales and 

volumes per date and destination  

g) Conduct one trace back exercise randomly selecting one shipment.  

h) Conduct an in-out mass balance. The “in” is product harvested (matching 

volumes with harvested acreage) and “out” is shipping or sales. 

 

7. Each handler's unannounced inspection, if not part of a farm, will be allocated 

one full day of inspection as well.  This will allow the following inspection 

approach/plan: 

a) Sample peppers (if any stored)  

b) Conduct a verification of purchase and sales of the last quarter (exact time 

frame dependent on operator´s inventory system). 

c) List all sales and volumes per date and destination.  

d) List all purchases by certified farm (supplier) and volumes. 

e) Conduct one trace back exercise randomly selecting one shipment.  

f) Conduct an in-out mass balance. The “in” is product harvested (matching 

volumes with harvested acreage) and “out” is shipping or sales. 

 

  

 

Do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.   

 

 

 

 





From: Roberto Guzman
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Michael, Matthew - AMS; SETTORE EXPORT ICEA; Mauricio Soberanes; Miguel A. Chavez G.; Jaime Enrique

Hernandez Olivares
Subject: Fwd: I: Inspections of Organic Bell Peppers - SHIPMENT LABELS and CHAIN OF CUSTODY FORM
Date: Friday, September 19, 2014 2:38:46 PM

Hola Mr. Tammie

I´m Roberto responsible of control for ICEA in Mexico. Besides that Cristina already
gave you the adrress I confirm that we need 6 labels for laboratory, I hope they
could be here on time because this tuesday the inspection will be done and the
samples taken.

Best regards and thanks in advance

-- 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
ATENTAMENTE
Lic. Roberto David Guzmán Chávez
-Metrocert- Mexico Tradición Organica
Oficina territoral de ICEA en Mexico
Academico de Letran No. 7, -nuevo domicilio-
Morelia, Mich.
Tel. (443) 340 77 44
      (443) 324 61 77
Cel.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Cristina Baia / ICEA BOLOGNA <nop@icea.info>
Date: 2014-09-19 1:19 GMT-05:00
Subject: I: Inspections of Organic Bell Peppers - SHIPMENT LABELS and CHAIN OF
CUSTODY FORM
To: "Wilburn, Tammie - AMS" < Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov>
Cc: Roberto Guzman <rguzmanc@metrocert.com>, "Michael, Matthew - AMS" <
Matthew.Michael@ams.usda.gov>

Dear Mr. Tammie,

 

we are planning to use Gastonia laboratory.

Please, could you send the label to our local office in Mexico?

Address is:

ICEA c/o METROCERT

Académico de Letrán No. 7

(b) (6)



Col. Andrés Quintana Roo

C.P. 58088; Morelia, Michoacan Mexico

Tel: (+443) 340 7744

 (+443) 353 2405

Fax (+443)  324 6177

 

 

 

Best regards,

Cristina

 

 

Cristina Baia

Export Office ICEA

Istituto per la Certificazione Etica Ambientale - ICEA

Bologna Office

Phone: +39.051.272986

Fax: +39.051.232011

www.icea.info

 

Please consider you environmental responsability. Before printing this e-mail, ask yourself
whether you need.

Questa e-mail, nonché qualsiasi file allegato alla presente, è destinata esclusivamente al od ai destinatari
indicati in indirizzo o a chi sia stato da quelli autorizzato e può contenere informazioni legalmente
privilegiate e/o confidenziali. Se non siete il destinatario designato di questa e-mail, si avvisa che la
diffusione, distribuzione o copia della presente e-mail, nonché di qualsiasi file qui allegato, è
tassativamente vietata. Se avete ricevuto per errore questa e-mail, siete pregati di distruggere
permanentemente l'originale e qualsiasi copia della presente nonché qualsiasi stampa di questa.

 

 



 

Da: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Inviato: giovedì 18 settembre 2014 22.01
A: Cristina Baia / ICEA BOLOGNA
Oggetto: FW: Inspections of Organic Bell Peppers - SHIPMENT LABELS and CHAIN OF CUSTODY FORM

 

 

 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 3:58 PM
To: Michael, Matthew - AMS
Cc: Simonds, Roger - AMS; Barber, Jonathan - AMS
Subject: Inspections of Organic Bell Peppers - SHIPMENT LABELS and CHAIN OF CUSTODY FORM

 

Certifiers:

 

Firstly, thank you for your cooperation and quick responses to our request as we continue to
work through the logistics of this project.    

 

For those of you who are planning to use the Gastonia laboratory, you will need a permit label
to affix to the sample prior to shipping it to the laboratory.  This label will exempt the samples
from routine U.S. Customs and phytosanitary requirements.  Please do not send samples to the
laboratory until you have received these labels.  The number of

labels I send will be based on your inspection plans so please let me know if you need more or
less.

 

I am also including a commodity fact sheet for bell peppers and the preferred Chain of
Custody sample form to use.  

 

Again, thanks.

 

Tammie B. Wilburn



Compliance and Enforcement Division

National Organic Program, USDA

202-690-2624

 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.





Lab ID Number Product Description Country of origin US26

AM01787 Organic Bell Pepper Imported Mexico



Producer/Distributor/Collection site Collection site city Collection site state Organic Certifier

San Miguel Allende Guanajuato Organic Certifiers
(b) (4)



1-Naphthol 2,4 Dimethylphenyl formamide (DMPF) 3-Hydroxycarbofuran

N.D. N.D. N.D.



4,4-Dibromobenzophenone 5-Hydroxythiabendazole Acephate Acetamiprid Acetochlor Aldicarb

N.D. N.D. N.D. 0.024 N.D. N.D.



Aldicarb sulfone Aldicarb sulfoxide Aldrin Allethrin Atrazine Azinphos methyl Azoxystrobin

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Bendiocarb BHC alpha Bifenazate Bifenthrin Biteranol Boscalid Bromacil Buprofezin Captan

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Carbaryl Carbendazim (MBC) Carbofuran Carfentrazone ethyl Chlorantraniliprole Chlordane cis

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Chlordane trans Chlorfenapyr Chlorothalonil Chlorpropham (CIPC) Chlorpyrifos

N.D. .0.18 N.A. N.D. N.D.



Chlorpyrifos methyl Chlorthal (DCPA) Clofentezine Clothianidin Coumaphos Cyazofamid Cycloate

N.D. N.D. N.D. 0.003 N.D. N.D. N.D.



Cyfluthrin Cyhalothrin lambda Cypermethrin Cyprodinil Cyromazine DDD o,p DDD p,p DDE o,p

N.D. N.D. 0.034 N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



DDE p,p DDT p,p Deltamethrin Diazinon Diazinon oxygen analog Dichlorvos (DDVP) Dicloran

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Dicofol o,p Dicofol p,p Dieldrin Difenoconazole Diflubenzuron Dimethoate Dimethomorph

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Dinotefuran Diphenamid Diphenylamine Disulfoton sulfone Diuron Endosulfan I Endosulfan II

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Endosulfan sulfate Endrin Epoxiconazole Esfenvalerate Ethion Ethoprop Ethoxyquin Etoxazole

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Etridiazole Famoxadone Fenamidone Fenamiphos Fenamiphos sulfone Fenamiphos sulfoxide

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fenarimol Fenbuconazole Fenhexamid Fenoxaprop ethyl Fenpropathrin Fenpyroximate

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fenthion Fipronil Flonicamid Fludioxonil Fluoxastrobin Fluridone Flutolanil Fluvalinate Folpet

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fonofos Heptachlor Heptachlor epoxide Hexachlorobenzene Hexaconazole Hexythiazox

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Hydroprene Imazalil Imidacloprid Indoxacarb Iprodione Lindane Linuron Malathion

N.D. N.D. 0.03 N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Malathion oxygen analog Metalaxyl Methamidophos Methidathion Methiocarb Methomyl

N.D. 0.002 N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Methoxychlor Methoxyfenozide Metolachlor Metribuzin Mevinphos total MGK-264

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Myclobutanil Naled Napropamide Nonachlor cis Nonachlor trans Norflurazon

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Norflurazon desmethyl Omethoate o-Phenylphenol Oxadixyl Oxamyl Oxamyl oxime

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Oxydemeton methyl sulfone Oxyfluorfen Parathion methyl Pendimethalin Pentachlorobenzene

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Permethrin Phenmedipham Phorate sulfone Phorate sulfoxide Phosalone Phosmet

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Piperonyl butoxide Pirimicarb Prallethrin Prochloraz Procymidone Profenofos Prometryn

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Pronamide Propanil Propargite Propetamphos Propham Propiconazole Pymetrozine

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Pyraclostrobin Pyridaben Pyrimethanil Pyriproxyfen Quinoxyfen Quintozene Resmethrin total

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Simazine Spinetoram Spirodiclofen Spiromesifen Sulfentrazone Tebuconazole Tebufenozide

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tefluthrin Tetrachlorvinphos Tetraconazole Tetradifon Tetrahydrophthalimide (THPI)

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tetramethrin Thiabendazole Thiacloprid Thiamethoxam Thiodicarb Triadimefon Triadimenol

N.D. N.D. N.D. 0.006 N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tribufos Trifloxystrobin Triflumizole Trifluralin Vinclozolin

N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.





Laboratory Sample ID Fee Product description Collection date
AM15601 $415.00 Organic Bell Peppers 10-Mar-15



Certification Agency collecting sample Collection site city Collection site state
CCOF Los Angeles CA



Imported or Domestic? Country of Origin Handler/Producer
Import Mexico (b) (4)



Number of units in sample Lot #/sample ID 1-Naphthol 2,4 Dimethylphenyl formamide (DMPF)
7 031015LM 1-2 N.D. N.D.



3-Hydroxycarbofuran 4,4-Dibromobenzophenone 5-Hydroxythiabendazole Acephate Acetamiprid
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Acetochlor Aldicarb Aldicarb sulfone Aldicarb sulfoxide Aldrin Allethrin Atrazine
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Azinphos methyl Azoxystrobin Bendiocarb BHC alpha Bifenazate Bifenthrin Biteranol Boscalid
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Bromacil Buprofezin Captan Carbaryl Carbendazim (MBC) Carbofuran Carfentrazone ethyl
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Chlorantraniliprole Chlordane cis Chlordane trans Chlorfenapyr Chlorothalonil
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Chlorpropham (CIPC) Chlorpyrifos Chlorpyrifos methyl Chlorthal (DCPA) Clofentezine
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Clothianidin Coumaphos Cyazofamid Cycloate Cyfluthrin Cyhalothrin lambda Cypermethrin
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Cyprodinil Cyromazine DDD o,p DDD p,p DDE o,p DDE p,p DDT p,p Deltamethrin Diazinon
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Diazinon oxygen analog Dichlorvos (DDVP) Dicloran Dicofol o,p Dicofol p,p Dieldrin
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Difenoconazole Diflubenzuron Dimethoate Dimethomorph Dinotefuran Diphenamid
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Diphenylamine Disulfoton sulfone Diuron Endosulfan I Endosulfan II Endosulfan sulfate Endrin
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Epoxiconazole Esfenvalerate Ethion Ethoprop Ethoxyquin Etoxazole Etridiazole Famoxadone
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fenamidone Fenamiphos Fenamiphos sulfone Fenamiphos sulfoxide Fenarimol Fenbuconazole
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fenhexamid Fenoxaprop ethyl Fenpropathrin Fenpyroximate Fenthion Fipronil Flonicamid
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fludioxonil Fluoxastrobin Fluridone Flutolanil Fluvalinate Folpet Fonofos Heptachlor
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Heptachlor epoxide Hexachlorobenzene Hexaconazole Hexythiazox Hydroprene Imazalil
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Imidacloprid Indoxacarb Iprodione Lindane Linuron Malathion Malathion oxygen analog
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Metalaxyl Methamidophos Methidathion Methiocarb Methomyl Methoxychlor Methoxyfenozide
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Metolachlor Metribuzin Mevinphos total MGK-264 Myclobutanil Naled Napropamide
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Nonachlor cis Nonachlor trans Norflurazon Norflurazon desmethyl Omethoate o-Phenylphenol
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Oxadixyl Oxamyl Oxamyl oxime Oxydemeton methyl sulfone Oxyfluorfen Parathion methyl
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Pendimethalin Pentachlorobenzene Permethrin Phenmedipham Phorate sulfone
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Phorate sulfoxide Phosalone Phosmet Piperonyl butoxide Pirimicarb Prallethrin Prochloraz
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Procymidone Profenofos Prometryn Pronamide Propanil Propargite Propetamphos Propham
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Propiconazole Pymetrozine Pyraclostrobin Pyridaben Pyrimethanil Pyriproxyfen Quinoxyfen
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Quintozene Resmethrin total Simazine Spinetoram Spirodiclofen Spiromesifen Sulfentrazone
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tebuconazole Tebufenozide Tefluthrin Tetrachlorvinphos Tetraconazole Tetradifon
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tetrahydrophthalimide (THPI) Tetramethrin Thiabendazole Thiacloprid Thiamethoxam Thiodicarb
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Triadimefon Triadimenol Tribufos Trifloxystrobin Triflumizole Trifluralin Vinclozolin
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



From: Cristina Baia / ICEA BOLOGNA
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Howley, JannaB - AMS; "Roberto Guzman"
Subject: I: Inspections of Organic Bell Peppers - SHIPMENT LABELS and CHAIN OF CUSTODY FORM
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 3:59:53 AM
Attachments: PPQ-587 permit for bell peppers from Mexico.pdf

Certification .htm

Dear Mr. Tammie,
 
I would like to know if the results of analysis on organic peppers in Mexico will be summarized and
made public.
 
 
Best regards,
Cristina
 
 
Cristina Baia
Export Office ICEA
Istituto per la Certificazione Etica Ambientale - ICEA
Bologna Office
Phone: +39.051.272986
Fax: +39.051.232011
www.icea.info
 
Please consider you environmental responsability. Before printing this e-mail, ask yourself whether
you need.
Questa e-mail, nonché qualsiasi file allegato alla presente, è destinata esclusivamente al od ai destinatari
indicati in indirizzo o a chi sia stato da quelli autorizzato e può contenere informazioni legalmente
privilegiate e/o confidenziali. Se non siete il destinatario designato di questa e-mail, si avvisa che la
diffusione, distribuzione o copia della presente e-mail, nonché di qualsiasi file qui allegato, è
tassativamente vietata. Se avete ricevuto per errore questa e-mail, siete pregati di distruggere
permanentemente l'originale e qualsiasi copia della presente nonché qualsiasi stampa di questa.
 
 
 

Da: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Inviato: martedì 30 settembre 2014 20.24
A: Michael, Matthew - AMS
Cc: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Oggetto: Inspections of Organic Bell Peppers - SHIPMENT LABELS and CHAIN OF CUSTODY FORM
 
Certifiers:
 
I have been informed that we do not have to affix labels to your shipments to exempt them from
phytosanitary requirements.  Instead of using labels, please present the attached Permit to Import
Plants with your bell pepper shipments, as necessary.  The Chain of Custody form must still be used. 
 



Feel free to call if you have questions.
 
Tammie
202-690-2624
 
 
From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 3:58 PM
To: Michael, Matthew - AMS
Cc: Simonds, Roger - AMS; Barber, Jonathan - AMS
Subject: Inspections of Organic Bell Peppers - SHIPMENT LABELS and CHAIN OF CUSTODY FORM
 
Certifiers:
 
Firstly, thank you for your cooperation and quick responses to our request as we continue to work
through the logistics of this project.    
 
For those of you who are planning to use the Gastonia laboratory, you will need a permit label to
affix to the sample prior to shipping it to the laboratory.  This label will exempt the samples from
routine U.S. Customs and phytosanitary requirements.  Please do not send samples to the laboratory
until you have received these labels.  The number of labels I send will be based on your inspection
plans so please let me know if you need more or less.
 
I am also including a commodity fact sheet for bell peppers and the preferred Chain of Custody
sample form to use.  
 
Again, thanks.
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624
 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

Nessun virus nel messaggio.
Controllato da AVG - www.avg.com
Versione: 2014.0.4765 / Database dei virus: 4025/8294 - Data di rilascio: 29/09/2014









From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: Inquiry re Sample results 031015LM1; 031015LM2; 15-023087-1; 15-023087-2
Date: Monday, April 20, 2015 4:47:04 PM
Attachments: Inspection - Exit Interview and Attachments COC Heath.pdf 03 13 2015.pdf

Inspection - Report Addendum 4 COC AGRICOLA SACRAMENTO009.pdf 04 20 2015.pdf

Hi Tammie,
 
We are waiting for some more sample results for samples sent to Gastonia (COCs attached). The
CCOF Sample IDs will hopefully be on the test results.
 
Best,
Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
 
 



CCOF INSPECTION REPORT # 14-021088

Assignment Overview

Operation Name & Code: Pero Family Farms Food Company, LLC - pr631
Address on file : 14095 State Road 7, Del Ray Beach, FL 33446

Programs: 1.2 NOP Handler

Inspection Type and Priority: 2014 Sampling, High
Inspection Date and Time: 10/15/14, 09:00 - 05:40

Inspector: John Bitter,  407-797-9691

Accompaniment type Other functionsClient Representative

Authorized Contact PresidentAngela Pero
Authorized Contact Director of Quality AssuranceKenneth Hlatki
Authorized Contact Agricultural Food Safety Compliance 

Coordinator
Mike Raetzel

Authorized Contact ED of OperationsTony Cecilia

Accompaniment type Other functionsInspector's Accompaniment

Facilities Assigned

Activities TypesClient ID, Facility

Handling, Storage Facility OSP On File (L8.0 or H)ph1831, Pero - Del Ray (Fresh Cut and Fresh Wrap)

Cleaning Certified Location (G6.1 C/G6.2 
A or H2.5/H2.0)

pr631, Pero Family Farms Food Company, LLC

Cutting, Distributing, 
Packaging, Packing, Storage

Primary PR Facilitypr631, Pero Family Farms Food Company, LLC

Introduction - brief profile of operation and relevant circumstances of the inspection

This is the Unannounced and Sample Inspection for Pero Family Farms facility and offices located in Delray Beach , FL. The
inspector followed the protocol listed in "Instructions for Investigation and Sampling Bell Peppers from Handlers-Distributors".
This completed document has been uploaded to myccof as "Inspector_Instructions_-_Handler". The inspector observed the
processing of organic cucumbers and green beans at the time of the inspection as well as non-organic bell peppers and
tomatoes. The inspector took 5 samples of mini sweet peppers and bell peppers, which are all detailed on the CoC and the
Instructions document. The CoC can be found in Attachment B. The inspector shipped the samples immediately following the
inspection to the USDA lab in Gastonia , NC.

Date Produced: 10/27/2014 11:22 am Page 1 of 4

(b) (6)







CCOF INSPECTION REPORT # 14-021088

Full Inspection Report Checklist

Answers: Compliant, Non-Compliant, More Information Needed, Compliant with Reminder, Not applicable

Question Answer & Notes

(10/16/14).

2.1.16: Contamination/Commingling Describe any nonorganic 
products processed on the same equipment as organic. Are 
contamination/commingling practices in place? Please describe 
any specific risks to organic products.

Not applicable; Please see Attachment J, a copy 
of the cleaning records for the mixed use 
equipment used on the production date of the two 
organic finished products sampled (organic mini 
sweet peppers, organic individual bell pepper).

Additional Documents & Attachments Available

Date File type & File Name Subject & Comment Generated by

Status 

document

10/27/14 Bitter JohnAttachments.pdfActive Inspection - Exit Interview and 
Attachments: Attachments.pdf

10/27/14 Bitter JohnInspector_Instructions_-_Handl
er.docx

Active Inspection - Report Addendum: 
Inspector_Instructions_-_Handler.doc
x

10/27/14 Bitter JohnIR Addendum_Pero.docxActive Inspection - Report Addendum: IR 
Addendum_Pero.docx

10/27/14 Bitter JohnIWO_Sampling.pdfActive Inspection - Work Order: 
IWO_Sampling.pdf

Date Produced: 10/27/2014 11:22 am Page 4 of 4









Sample Questions and Context (please copy and complete for each sample):
Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability for each sample. This will allow CCOF
and others to appropriately follow up with the operation or other vendors/suppliers, certifiers etc. if
samples are found to be positive.

All applicable aspects of CCOF Sampling Program Guidelines apply, such as COC and Exit Interview
processes and sample ID coding etc.

QUESTION/INFO Inspector Answer
1. Sample ID: Sample #1
2. Type/variety of Product: Non-‐Organic Mini Sweet Peppers
3. Where was the product found at the

facility/handler (back/front/which
storage location/outbound
pallets/inbound):

Pulled from bulk bin in Mini Sweet Packaging Room

a. If taken from a truck or pallet
please, if possible, identify the
truck of pallet number/id:

TIN 2889392

4. Identify quantity on hand of this same
product from the same vendor:

36bins

5. Label/brand of product: Pero Family Farms
6. Outgoing Lot Code: n/a – ingredient
7. Outgoing, Incoming or ready to ship

product (explain):
Incoming

8. Source of product: See Attachment C
a. Supplier:
b. Certifier: n/a non-‐organic
c. Incoming lot code (if

applicable):
PO # 266611847

d. Shipping documents: Inbound BOL – PO # 266611847
e. Invoice: Internal Purchase – no invoice issued

9. Has this product been handled,
repacked or otherwise processed by
this operation (explain):

Yes. This specific PO was being packaged at the time of
the inspection in the Mini Sweet room.

10. Destination of product (if applicable) if
outgoing:

8oz Pero Family Farms Mini Sweet Peppers

QUESTION/INFO Inspector Answer
11. Sample ID: Sample #2 (part 1 & part 2)
12. Type/variety of Product: Organic Mini Sweet Peppers 8oz Finished Product
13. Where was the product found at the

facility/handler (back/front/which
storage location/outbound
pallets/inbound):

6 x 8oz packages selected from 6 separate boxes on one
pallet (TIN 2888427) in the Cooler #3 area.

a. If taken from a truck or pallet
please, if possible, identify the
truck of pallet number/id:

TIN 2888427

14. Identify quantity on hand of this same 27cases (12/8oz)

(b) (4)



product from the same vendor:
15. Label/brand of product: Pero Family Farms Organic
16. Outgoing Lot Code: Run # p81772EF
17. Outgoing, Incoming or ready to ship

product (explain):
Lot # 26694135EF

18. Source of product: See Attachment D
a. Supplier: Pero Tennessee LLC
b. Certifier: QCS
c. Incoming lot code (if

applicable):
Lot # 26694135EF

d. Shipping documents: Receiving Ticket – 76294
e. Invoice: Internal Purchase – no invoice issued

19. Has this product been handled,
repacked or otherwise processed by
this operation (explain):

Yes. This product has been repackaged from bulk bin to
8oz retail packaging.

20. Destination of product (if applicable) if
outgoing:

The product has not yet been sold.

QUESTION/INFO Inspector Answer
21. Sample ID: Sample #3 (part 1 & part 2)
22. Type/variety of Product: Organic Green Bell Peppers, Individually Wrapped
23. Where was the product found at the

facility/handler (back/front/which
storage location/outbound
pallets/inbound):

10ct boxes, currently in storage in Cooler #3

a. If taken from a truck or pallet
please, if possible, identify the
truck of pallet number/id:

TIN 2888280

24. Identify quantity on hand of this same
product from the same vendor:

18cases (10ct boxes)

25. Label/brand of product: Pero Family Farms Organic
26. Outgoing Lot Code:
27. Outgoing, Incoming or ready to ship

product (explain):
28. Source of product: See Attachment E

a. Supplier:
b. Certifier:
c. Incoming lot code (if

applicable):
Lot # 74677EF

d. Shipping documents: Inbound BOL (Order # 102024; PO # 74677EF)
e. Invoice: Invoice – PO # 74677EF

29. Has this product been handled,
repacked or otherwise processed by
this operation (explain):

Yes. This product has been repacked from bulk cases into
individually wrapped finished products, packed in a 10ct
case.

30. Destination of product (if applicable) if
outgoing:

N/A – the product has not yet been sold.

QUESTION/INFO Inspector Answer



31. Sample ID: Sample #4 (part 1 & part 2)
32. Type/variety of Product: Organic Bell Peppers (bulk)
33. Where was the product found at the

facility/handler (back/front/which
storage location/outbound
pallets/inbound):

The inspector sampled from 5 separate 1 1/9bu boxes,
located in Cooler #5. The boxes were marked with the
supplier’s information -‐

a. If taken from a truck or pallet
please, if possible, identify the
truck of pallet number/id:

TIN 2889396

34. Identify quantity on hand of this same
product from the same vendor:

52cases (1 1/9bu)

35. Label/brand of product: 1 1/9bu cases (non-‐retail)
36. Outgoing Lot Code: n/a
37. Outgoing, Incoming or ready to ship

product (explain):
Incoming, awaiting repacking

38. Source of product: See Attachment F
a. Supplier:
b. Certifier: QCS
c. Incoming lot code (if

applicable):
PO # 74680EF

d. Shipping documents: BOL (inbound) – BOL # 1552; Order # 74680EF
e. Invoice: PO # 74680

39. Has this product been handled,
repacked or otherwise processed by
this operation (explain):

Yes. This product has only been handled by this operation
as of the inspection date. The operation received the
pallet of cases from the supplier and has stored
the pallet in the Cooler #5, until repacking commences in
the days following the inspection.

40. Destination of product (if applicable) if
outgoing:

N/A – this is a bulk item that has not yet been repacked
or sold.

QUESTION/INFO Inspector Answer
41. Sample ID: Sample # 5 (parts 1 & 2)
42. Type/variety of Product: Non-‐Organic Green Bell Peppers (bulk)
43. Where was the product found at the

facility/handler (back/front/which
storage location/outbound
pallets/inbound):

The inspector sampled from 5 separate #3 RPC’s, located
in Cooler #5

a. If taken from a truck or pallet
please, if possible, identify the
truck of pallet number/id:

TIN 2887045

44. Identify quantity on hand of this same
product from the same vendor:

31 RPC (#3)

45. Label/brand of product: n/a – bulk
46. Outgoing Lot Code: n/a – bulk in inventory
47. Outgoing, Incoming or ready to ship

product (explain):
Bulk in inventory, awaiting repackaging

48. Source of product: See Attachment G

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)



a. Supplier:
b. Certifier: n/a – nonorganic
c. Incoming lot code (if

applicable):
PO# 72093

d. Shipping documents: Inbound BOL – PO #72093
e. Invoice: Invoice -‐ PO #72093

49. Has this product been handled,
repacked or otherwise processed by
this operation (explain):

Yes. This product has only been handled by this operation
as of the inspection date. The operation received the
pallet of #3 RPC’s from the supplier and has stored the
pallet in the Cooler #5, until repacking requires the
material on the inspection date or days following the
inspection.

50. Destination of product (if applicable) if
outgoing:

To be repackaged into non-‐organic green bell pepper or
mixed bell pepper products.

Additional information/context or applicable sourcing or other information about the sample:

(b) (4)



From: Jake Lewin
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Subject: RE: samples incoming
Date: Thursday, November 6, 2014 6:09:39 PM
Attachments: Inspection - Exit Interview and Attachments Attachments.pdf 10 31 2014.pdf

Inspection - Inspection Report Inspection Report 10 31 2014.pdf
Inspection - Inspection Report Inspector Instructions - Handler.pdf 10 31 2014.pdf
Inspection - Report Addendum IR Addendum Pero.pdf 10 31 2014.pdf

Ok, here you go…
You have the positive sample result. I’m attaching several items that pertain to sample #3 collected
at Pero Family Farms.  
 

1)      Inspection report and Inspector Instructions. This includes sample, sourcing and
documentation information, page 5, q’s 21-30.

2)      Report Addendum, includes sample information and trace back work. Section 3 bottom of
page 1 and page 2. This is the report we ask inspectors to complete as part of this
investigation.

3)      Inspection report for the inspection
4)      Exit interview, rehashes the samples and includes original paperwork for the traceback to

the supplier, section e (bottom corner).
 
The bottom line is that these were individually wrapped green bells of reportedly US origin sold by
Clemson University certified  to Pero Family Farms. They were shipped on BOL
order # 102024 against Pero PO number 74677EF and invoiced  with invoice # 102024. Looks like
400 cartons. This information and potentially the paperwork should be provided to Clemson so they
can audit the providence and production area(s) of these peppers.
 
At the time of the inspection the product had not been sold but it is likely in the market now. The
analysis is very low but I have not yet researched how it compares to EPA tolerance.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Jake Lewin
President
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 21
fax (831) 423-4528
jake@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
The 2014 Bricmont Financial-Hardship Assistance Program is exclusively available to organic
producers and processors/handlers who suffer losses due to extreme hardship. Apply by November
12, 2014.
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 

(b) (4)



Sent: Thursday, November 06, 2014 1:23 PM
To: Jake Lewin
Cc: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Subject: RE: samples incoming
 
Hi Jake,
 
I spoke with Matthew re: positive test results for clients of other certifiers.  We think it would be
best if we notify the other certifier of the positive sample.  Please send the pertinent information to
me and I will contact and request the other certifier to investigate.
 
Thanks,
Tammie
 

From: Jake Lewin [mailto:Jake@ccof.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 05, 2014 8:05 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Kelly Lehman Goswamy; Sean Feder
Subject: RE: samples incoming
 
Thanks Tammie,
We have at least one more coming from this round.
I would like to get to a sample ID numbering system so Gastonia is not naming them by operation,
particularly by supplier name collected at a different operation.
 
Sean will work on that with them. In the interim, if you keep a look out for other samples, that would
be great.
 
We’ll be dealing with the positive and moving that over to the other certifier most expeditiously.
 
Thank you,
 
Jake Lewin
President
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 21
fax (831) 423-4528
jake@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
The 2014 Bricmont Financial-Hardship Assistance Program is exclusively available to organic
producers and processors/handlers who suffer losses due to extreme hardship. Apply by November
12, 2014.
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 05, 2014 12:21 PM



To: Jake Lewin
Subject: RE: samples incoming
 
Attached are reports for    returned
positive for azoxystrobin and endosulfan II. 
 
Thanks Jake,
Tammie
 

From: Jake Lewin [mailto:Jake@ccof.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 04, 2014 4:22 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: samples incoming
 
Hi Tammie,
Just dropping a note that you should be seeing sample results soon from Gastonia for a number of
inspections we’ve done and sent in the last several weeks.
Clearly, we’re anxious to jump on the results.
 
Thanks,
 
Jake Lewin
President
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 21
fax (831) 423-4528
jake@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
The 2014 Bricmont Financial-Hardship Assistance Program is exclusively available to organic
producers and processors/handlers who suffer losses due to extreme hardship. Apply by November
12, 2014.
 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

(b) (4) (b) (4)
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Inspection Report Addendum – Grower, Handler, Retail / Restaurant 
Inspection Work Order #: Sampling [#14-021088]; Unannounced  [#14-021087] 
Inspection Date:  October 15th, 2014 
Upload to inspection workflow Documents tab when completed. Please remove irrelevant tables. You may add rows to existing tables or create 
additional tables, as needed. Add rows by clicking Tab key while cursor is in the bottom right cell.  

Client Action Items   
• No Open Action Items. 

Audit Trail Link Table for Handler Inspections: Trace Back Information for Samples Gathered at Inspection  
DOCUMENT – SEE ATTACHMENT C LINK OTHER INFORMATION  

1. Tag Inquiry (from tag on-site) Tin 2889392; PO # 266611847; 
The inspector selected Sample #1 from this bulk bin of non-
organic mini sweet peppers staged for packaging in the Mini 
Sweets room at the time of the inspection.  

2. Packout Report Lot # 266611847; Grower:  (  
  

3. Receiving/Packing Inquiry Lot # 266611847; Tin 2889385; Ref # 76299  
4. (2pages) Receiving Ticket/Harvesting 
Ticket Rec # 76299; Field: 1008  (NOG)  

5. (C5-C10) PO Inquiry -> outbound NOG 
shipments  Please see the PO Inquiry attached for Pallet Tag #’s of 

outbound shipments of products of the same lot audited.  
 
DOCUMENT – SEE ATTACHMENT D LINK OTHER INFORMATION  

1. PO Inquiry (from pallet tag on-site) Order # p81772EF; Lot # 26694135EF 

The inspector selected Sample #2 from this pallet of finished 
product cases (12x8oz) of Pero Organic Mini Sweet 
Peppers. The pallet tag also contained the Tin 2888427 and 
Run # 1039346. 

2. Packout Report Lot # 26694135EF; Grower: Org Mini Sweets – 
 (   

3. Receiving/Packing Inquiry Lot # 26694135E; Ref # 76299  

4. (2 pages) Receiving Ticket/Harvesting 
Ticket 

Rec # 76294; Shipper: Pero Tennessee, Dayton, 
TN; Field # 1015, Block #2 

Pero Organic, LLC Harvest Ticket. The inspector verified 
the parcel , TN listed on 
the 7/18/13 QCS Certificate for Pero Tennessee Farms, 
LLC, which lists “Mini Sweet Peppers”. 

5. (D5-D24) Tag Inquiry -> Sales Order 
Summary/documentation  Please see the Tin and SO inquiry attached verifying all 

shipments of product from the same lot audited.  
 
DOCUMENT – SEE ATTACHMENT E LINK OTHER INFORMATION  

1. PO Inquiry (from pallet tag on-site) Order # 74677EF; Shipping Ref # 102024 

The inspector selected Sample #3 from this pallet of finished 
product cases (10ct) of Pero Organic Individually wrapped 
Green Bell Peppers. The pallet tag also contained the Tin 
2888280. 

(b) (4), (b) (6)

(b) (4), 
(b) (6)

(b) (4), (b) 
(6)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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DOCUMENT – SEE ATTACHMENT E LINK OTHER INFORMATION  
2. Purchase Order PO # 74677EF; Ref # 102024  

3. Receiving Ticket PO # 74677EF; Vendor:  
 Product: Organic Green Bell Pepper RPC  

4. BOL (inbound) 
Order # 102024; Cust PO # 74677EF; Shipper: 

 ); Product: 
Bell Pepper RPC #3 Organic 

 

5. Invoice (purchase) Invoice # 102024; Cust PO # 74677EF; Vendor: 
; 

The inspector verified a 9/5/13 Clemson University 
Certified Organic Certificate for  

SC which lists Bell Peppers, in the OSP.  
6. (E6-E19) Tag Inquiry -> Sales Order 
Summary/documentation  Please see the Tin and SO inquiry attached verifying all 

shipments of product from the same lot audited.  
 
DOCUMENT – SEE ATTACHMENT F LINK OTHER INFORMATION  

1. Tag Inquiry (from pallet tag on-site) Tin 2889396; Shipping Reference # 1039424; 
Lot # 74680EF 

The inspector gathered Sample # 4 from this pallet of 1 
1/9bu boxes of organic green bell peppers. The pallet tag 
also contained the PO #74680EF. The boxes/labels listed 

 GA (QCS) 
2. Purchase Order  PO # 74680EF; Ref # 1552  

3. Receiving Ticket PO # 74680EF; Vendor ; 
Product: Pepper Organic Green Bell 1 1/9  

4. BOL (inbound) 
BOL # 1552; Order # 74680EF; Vendor: 

; product: Green Bell Pepper 
1 1/9 Organic 

 

5. Invoice (purchase) 
Invoice # 1552; PO # 74680; Vendor:  

; Product: Green Bell Pepper, Organic, 
1 1/9bu 

The inspector verified a 7/2/13 QCS certificate for 
 GA, which lists “Peppers”. 

6. (F6-F8) Tag Inquiry -> Sales Order 
Summary/documentation  

Please see the Tin inquiry attached verifying all other 
inbound pallets that arrived with the shipment of the 
product audited.  

 
DOCUMENT – SEE ATTACHMENT G LINK OTHER INFORMATION  

1. Tag Inquiry (from pallet tag on-site) Tin 2887045; Shipping Reference #1039431; PO 
# 72093 

The inspector gathered Sample # 5 from this pallet of #3 
RPC Non-Organic Green Bell Peppers. The pallet tag also 
contained PO # 72093. 

2. Purchase Order  PO # 72093; Supplier: ; 
Ref # 7157 

Due to time constraints the inspector did not gather 
further receiving/purchase information for this lot. 

3. (G3-G20) Tag Inquiry (for outbound 
shipments)  Please see the Tin inquiry showing movements of product 

from the same lot audited.  
 

(b) (4)

(b) (4)(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)



From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
To: callen@nsf.org
Cc: Hughes, Theresa (thughes@nsf.org)
Subject: Inspections of Bell Pepper Operations
Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 3:55:00 PM
Attachments: Quality Assurance International 9 16 2014.pdf

Hi Carey,
 
Please respond to the attached letter by October 1, 2014.  Feel free to call if you have questions.
 
Many thanks,
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624
 























Jacob Guth shared Bell Pepper Files with you.txt[9/7/2017 12:10:40 PM]

From:   Jacob via Dropbox <no-reply@dropbox.com>
Sent:   Wednesday, January 07, 2015 6:09 PM
To:     Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject:        Jacob Guth shared "Bell Pepper Files" with you

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status:    Flagged

 

From Jacob: 
 
"Dear Tammie, 
 
Here is a link to CCOF's updated Bell Pepper Investigation 
files for the NOP.  
 
Currently, we are waiting on sample results for:  
1) Hortifresh S.A. de C.V. dba Hortifresh S.A. de C.V. - 
sample ID 112714LL01 
2)  - sample 
ID 112414LL01 
3) - sample ID 
120614LL01 
 
The chain of custody for each of these operations can be 
found in their file at this link.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  
 
Kelly Lehman Goswamy 
Associate Quality System Manager 
CCOF Certification Services, LLC 
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28 
fax (831) 423-4528 
kelly@ccof.org 
www.ccof.org" 
 
Click here to view Bell Pepper Files 
 
(Jacob shared these files using Dropbox. Enjoy!)

(b) (4)

(b) (4)



Jacob Guth shared Bell Pepper Files with you.txt[9/7/2017 12:10:40 PM]

© 2015 Dropbox

 



Lab ID Number Product Description Country of origin State
AM01827 Organic Bell Pepper Domestic Florida
AM01828 Organic Bell Pepper Domestic Florida



Producer/Distributor/Collection site Organic Certifier 1-Naphthol
CCOF N.D.
CCOF N.D.(b) (4)

(b) (4)



2,4 Dimethylphenyl formamide (DMPF) 3-Hydroxycarbofuran 4,4-Dibromobenzophenone
N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D.



5-Hydroxythiabendazole Acephate Acetamiprid Acetochlor Aldicarb Aldicarb sulfone
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Aldicarb sulfoxide Aldrin Allethrin Atrazine Azinphos methyl Azoxystrobin Bendiocarb BHC alpha
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. 0.002 N.D. N.D.



Bifenazate Bifenthrin Biteranol Boscalid Bromacil Buprofezin Captan Carbaryl
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Carbendazim (MBC) Carbofuran Carfentrazone ethyl Chlorantraniliprole Chlordane cis
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Chlordane trans Chlorfenapyr Chlorothalonil Chlorpropham (CIPC) Chlorpyrifos
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.A. N.D. N.D.



Chlorpyrifos methyl Chlorthal (DCPA) Clofentezine Clothianidin Coumaphos Cyazofamid Cycloate
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Cyfluthrin Cyhalothrin lambda Cypermethrin Cyprodinil Cyromazine DDD o,p DDD p,p DDE o,p
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



DDE p,p DDT p,p Deltamethrin Diazinon Diazinon oxygen analog Dichlorvos (DDVP) Dicloran
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Dicofol o,p Dicofol p,p Dieldrin Difenoconazole Diflubenzuron Dimethoate Dimethomorph
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Dinotefuran Diphenamid Diphenylamine Disulfoton sulfone Diuron Endosulfan I Endosulfan II
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. 0.001



Endosulfan sulfate Endrin Epoxiconazole Esfenvalerate Ethion Ethoprop Ethoxyquin Etoxazole
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Etridiazole Famoxadone Fenamidone Fenamiphos Fenamiphos sulfone Fenamiphos sulfoxide
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fenarimol Fenbuconazole Fenhexamid Fenoxaprop ethyl Fenpropathrin Fenpyroximate
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fenthion Fipronil Flonicamid Fludioxonil Fluoxastrobin Fluridone Flutolanil Fluvalinate Folpet
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fonofos Heptachlor Heptachlor epoxide Hexachlorobenzene Hexaconazole Hexythiazox
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Hydroprene Imazalil Imidacloprid Indoxacarb Iprodione Lindane Linuron Malathion
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Malathion oxygen analog Metalaxyl Methamidophos Methidathion Methiocarb Methomyl
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Methoxychlor Methoxyfenozide Metolachlor Metribuzin Mevinphos total MGK-264
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Myclobutanil Naled Napropamide Nonachlor cis Nonachlor trans Norflurazon
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Norflurazon desmethyl Omethoate o-Phenylphenol Oxadixyl Oxamyl Oxamyl oxime
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Oxydemeton methyl sulfone Oxyfluorfen Parathion methyl Pendimethalin Pentachlorobenzene
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Permethrin Phenmedipham Phorate sulfone Phorate sulfoxide Phosalone Phosmet
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Piperonyl butoxide Pirimicarb Prallethrin Prochloraz Procymidone Profenofos Prometryn
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Pronamide Propanil Propargite Propetamphos Propham Propiconazole Pymetrozine
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Pyraclostrobin Pyridaben Pyrimethanil Pyriproxyfen Quinoxyfen Quintozene Resmethrin total
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Simazine Spinetoram Spirodiclofen Spiromesifen Sulfentrazone Tebuconazole Tebufenozide
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tefluthrin Tetrachlorvinphos Tetraconazole Tetradifon Tetrahydrophthalimide (THPI)
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tetramethrin Thiabendazole Thiacloprid Thiamethoxam Thiodicarb Triadimefon Triadimenol
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tribufos Trifloxystrobin Triflumizole Trifluralin Vinclozolin
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



National Science Laboratories

801 Summit Crossing Place, Suite B

Gastonia, NC  28054

Phone:  (704) 867-3873

Fax:       (704) 853-2800

Sample Description:Applicant Identifier:

Date Received:

Date Completed:

Tammie Wilburn

Agri. Marketing Specialist Regulatory

USDA-AMS-NOP

1400 Independence Ave

Washington, DC 25050

10/24/2014

10/16/2014

Organic Bell Peppers

Method:  MET-124

Date Issued: 10/24/2014

P.O. #

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS

LABORATORY APPROVAL AND TESTING DIVISION

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: Sample #3 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM01828

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.0501-Naphthol
 N.D. 0.0042,4 Dimethylphenyl formamide (DMPF)
 N.D. 0.0043-Hydroxycarbofuran
 N.D. 0.0104,4-Dibromobenzophenone
 N.D. 0.0505-Hydroxythiabendazole
 N.D. 0.010Acephate
 N.D. 0.004Acetamiprid
 N.D. 0.025Acetochlor
 N.D. 0.004Aldicarb
 N.D. 0.003Aldicarb sulfone
 N.D. 0.020Aldicarb sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Aldrin
 N.D. 0.008Allethrin
 N.D. 0.006Atrazine
 N.D. 0.015Azinphos methyl
 0.002 0.001Azoxystrobin
 N.D. 0.002Bendiocarb
 N.D. 0.002BHC alpha
 N.D. 0.100Bifenazate
 N.D. 0.005Bifenthrin
 N.D. 0.025Biteranol
 N.D. 0.020Boscalid
 N.D. 0.025Bromacil
 N.D. 0.100Buprofezin
 N.D. 0.010Captan
 N.D. 0.003Carbaryl
 N.D. 0.005Carbendazim (MBC)
 N.D. 0.001Carbofuran
 N.D. 0.003Carfentrazone ethyl
 N.D. 0.010Chlorantraniliprole
 N.D. 0.001Chlordane cis
 N.D. 0.005Chlordane trans
 N.D. 0.003Chlorfenapyr
 N.D. 0.004Chlorothalonil
 N.D. 0.050Chlorpropham (CIPC)
 N.D. 0.003Chlorpyrifos
 N.D. 0.001Chlorpyrifos methyl
 N.D. 0.010Chlorthal (DCPA)
 N.D. 0.020Clofentezine
 N.D. 0.001Clothianidin
 N.D. 0.001Coumaphos
 N.D. 0.002Cyazofamid
 N.D. 0.025Cycloate
 N.D. 0.008Cyfluthrin

 N.D. 0.001Cyhalothrin lambda
 N.D. 0.004Cypermethrin
 N.D. 0.004Cyprodinil
 N.D. 0.050Cyromazine
 N.D. 0.040DDD o,p
 N.D. 0.020DDD p,p
 N.D. 0.020DDE o,p
 N.D. 0.002DDE p,p
 N.D. 0.040DDT p,p
 N.D. 0.050Deltamethrin
 N.D. 0.001Diazinon
 N.D. 0.010Diazinon oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.011Dichlorvos (DDVP)
 N.D. 0.003Dicloran
 N.D. 0.004Dicofol o,p
 N.D. 0.003Dicofol p,p
 N.D. 0.005Dieldrin
 N.D. 0.050Difenoconazole
 N.D. 0.020Diflubenzuron
 N.D. 0.023Dimethoate
 N.D. 0.056Dimethomorph
 N.D. 0.030Dinotefuran
 N.D. 0.001Diphenamid
 N.D. 0.020Diphenylamine
 N.D. 0.025Disulfoton sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Diuron
 N.D. 0.005Endosulfan I
 0.001 0.001Endosulfan II
 N.D. 0.001Endosulfan sulfate
 N.D. 0.020Endrin
 N.D. 0.003Epoxiconazole
 N.D. 0.010Esfenvalerate
 N.D. 0.050Ethion
 N.D. 0.050Ethoprop
 N.D. 0.025Ethoxyquin
 N.D. 0.001Etoxazole
 N.D. 0.100Etridiazole
 N.D. 0.050Famoxadone
 N.D. 0.040Fenamidone
 N.D. 0.006Fenamiphos
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfone
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Fenarimol
 N.D. 0.002Fenbuconazole

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: Sample #3 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM01828

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.003Fenhexamid
 N.D. 0.030Fenoxaprop ethyl
 N.D. 0.008Fenpropathrin
 N.D. 0.005Fenpyroximate
 N.D. 0.050Fenthion
 N.D. 0.020Fipronil
 N.D. 0.008Flonicamid
 N.D. 0.020Fludioxonil
 N.D. 0.004Fluoxastrobin
 N.D. 0.030Fluridone
 N.D. 0.030Flutolanil
 N.D. 0.010Fluvalinate
 N.D. 0.008Folpet
 N.D. 0.100Fonofos
 N.D. 0.002Heptachlor
 N.D. 0.005Heptachlor epoxide
 N.D. 0.001Hexachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.025Hexaconazole
 N.D. 0.006Hexythiazox
 N.D. 0.050Hydroprene
 N.D. 0.005Imazalil
 N.D. 0.001Imidacloprid
 N.D. 0.003Indoxacarb
 N.D. 0.020Iprodione
 N.D. 0.004Lindane
 N.D. 0.020Linuron
 N.D. 0.010Malathion
 N.D. 0.010Malathion oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.002Metalaxyl
 N.D. 0.004Methamidophos
 N.D. 0.023Methidathion
 N.D. 0.028Methiocarb
 N.D. 0.010Methomyl
 N.D. 0.100Methoxychlor
 N.D. 0.002Methoxyfenozide
 N.D. 0.030Metolachlor
 N.D. 0.003Metribuzin
 N.D. 0.011Mevinphos total
 N.D. 0.040MGK-264
 N.D. 0.005Myclobutanil
 N.D. 0.011Naled
 N.D. 0.025Napropamide
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor cis
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor trans
 N.D. 0.006Norflurazon
 N.D. 0.025Norflurazon desmethyl
 N.D. 0.023Omethoate
 N.D. 0.050o-Phenylphenol
 N.D. 0.011Oxadixyl
 N.D. 0.005Oxamyl
 N.D. 0.025Oxamyl oxime
 N.D. 0.010Oxydemeton methyl sulfone
 N.D. 0.003Oxyfluorfen
 N.D. 0.002Parathion methyl
 N.D. 0.003Pendimethalin
 N.D. 0.001Pentachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.008Permethrin

 N.D. 0.050Phenmedipham
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.025Phosalone
 N.D. 0.025Phosmet
 N.D. 0.050Piperonyl butoxide
 N.D. 0.007Pirimicarb
 N.D. 0.010Prallethrin
 N.D. 0.025Prochloraz
 N.D. 0.100Procymidone
 N.D. 0.008Profenofos
 N.D. 0.005Prometryn
 N.D. 0.003Pronamide
 N.D. 0.050Propanil
 N.D. 0.030Propargite
 N.D. 0.040Propetamphos
 N.D. 0.050Propham
 N.D. 0.100Propiconazole
 N.D. 0.015Pymetrozine
 N.D. 0.015Pyraclostrobin
 N.D. 0.001Pyridaben
 N.D. 0.003Pyrimethanil
 N.D. 0.001Pyriproxyfen
 N.D. 0.020Quinoxyfen
 N.D. 0.001Quintozene
 N.D. 0.100Resmethrin total
 N.D. 0.010Simazine
 N.D. 0.010Spinetoram
 N.D. 0.004Spirodiclofen
 N.D. 0.020Spiromesifen
 N.D. 0.250Sulfentrazone
 N.D. 0.008Tebuconazole
 N.D. 0.005Tebufenozide
 N.D. 0.001Tefluthrin
 N.D. 0.020Tetrachlorvinphos
 N.D. 0.003Tetraconazole
 N.D. 0.003Tetradifon
 N.D. 0.100Tetrahydrophthalimide (THPI)
 N.D. 0.010Tetramethrin
 N.D. 0.001Thiabendazole
 N.D. 0.001Thiacloprid
 N.D. 0.004Thiamethoxam
 N.D. 0.006Thiodicarb
 N.D. 0.005Triadimefon
 N.D. 0.090Triadimenol
 N.D. 0.005Tribufos
 N.D. 0.005Trifloxystrobin
 N.D. 0.008Triflumizole
 N.D. 0.001Trifluralin
 N.D. 0.001Vinclozolin

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: Sample #3 Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM01828

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

Comments:

The fee for the laboratory services provided above is $415.00.

The information contained within this report of sample results is applicable only to the materials identified within and is, to the best of our ability and knowledge, 
accurate with regard to the client's specification.  The laboratory shall not be responsible for errors due to the client's failure to provide information critical to the  
currency of contract specification and/or standards.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (i.e., Braille, large print, and audiotape) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer .

Signature of Approving Official:

Jonathan C. Barber, Laboratory Supervisor

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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National Science Laboratories

801 Summit Crossing Place, Suite B

Gastonia, NC  28054

Phone:  (704) 867-3873

Fax:       (704) 853-2800

Sample Description:Applicant Identifier:

Date Received:

Date Completed:

Tammie Wilburn

Agri. Marketing Specialist Regulatory

USDA-AMS-NOP

1400 Independence Ave

Washington, DC 25050

03/10/2015

02/20/2015

Organic Bell Pepper

Method:  MET-124

Date Issued: 03/10/2015

P.O. #

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS

LABORATORY APPROVAL AND TESTING DIVISION

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: N/A Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM13822

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.0501-Naphthol
 N.D. 0.0042,4 Dimethylphenyl formamide (DMPF)
 N.D. 0.0043-Hydroxycarbofuran
 N.D. 0.0104,4-Dibromobenzophenone
 N.D. 0.0505-Hydroxythiabendazole
 N.D. 0.010Acephate
 N.D. 0.004Acetamiprid
 N.D. 0.025Acetochlor
 N.D. 0.004Aldicarb
 N.D. 0.003Aldicarb sulfone
 N.D. 0.020Aldicarb sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Aldrin
 N.D. 0.008Allethrin
 N.D. 0.006Atrazine
 N.D. 0.015Azinphos methyl
 N.D. 0.001Azoxystrobin
 N.D. 0.002Bendiocarb
 N.D. 0.002BHC alpha
 N.D. 0.100Bifenazate
 N.D. 0.005Bifenthrin
 N.D. 0.025Biteranol
 N.D. 0.020Boscalid
 N.D. 0.025Bromacil
 N.D. 0.100Buprofezin
 N.D. 0.010Captan
 N.D. 0.003Carbaryl
 N.D. 0.005Carbendazim (MBC)
 N.D. 0.001Carbofuran
 N.D. 0.003Carfentrazone ethyl
 N.D. 0.010Chlorantraniliprole
 N.D. 0.001Chlordane cis
 N.D. 0.005Chlordane trans
 N.D. 0.003Chlorfenapyr
 N.D. 0.004Chlorothalonil
 N.D. 0.050Chlorpropham (CIPC)
 N.D. 0.003Chlorpyrifos
 N.D. 0.001Chlorpyrifos methyl
 N.D. 0.010Chlorthal (DCPA)
 N.D. 0.020Clofentezine
 N.D. 0.001Clothianidin
 N.D. 0.001Coumaphos
 N.D. 0.002Cyazofamid
 N.D. 0.025Cycloate
 N.D. 0.008Cyfluthrin

 N.D. 0.001Cyhalothrin lambda
 N.D. 0.004Cypermethrin
 N.D. 0.004Cyprodinil
 N.D. 0.050Cyromazine
 N.D. 0.040DDD o,p
 N.D. 0.020DDD p,p
 N.D. 0.020DDE o,p
 N.D. 0.002DDE p,p
 N.D. 0.040DDT p,p
 N.D. 0.050Deltamethrin
 N.D. 0.001Diazinon
 N.D. 0.010Diazinon oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.011Dichlorvos (DDVP)
 N.D. 0.003Dicloran
 N.D. 0.004Dicofol o,p
 N.D. 0.003Dicofol p,p
 N.D. 0.005Dieldrin
 N.D. 0.050Difenoconazole
 N.D. 0.020Diflubenzuron
 N.D. 0.023Dimethoate
 N.D. 0.056Dimethomorph
 N.D. 0.030Dinotefuran
 N.D. 0.001Diphenamid
 N.D. 0.020Diphenylamine
 N.D. 0.025Disulfoton sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Diuron
 N.D. 0.005Endosulfan I
 N.D. 0.001Endosulfan II
 N.D. 0.001Endosulfan sulfate
 N.D. 0.020Endrin
 N.D. 0.003Epoxiconazole
 N.D. 0.010Esfenvalerate
 N.D. 0.050Ethion
 N.D. 0.050Ethoprop
 N.A. 0.025Ethoxyquin
 N.D. 0.001Etoxazole
 N.D. 0.100Etridiazole
 N.D. 0.050Famoxadone
 N.D. 0.040Fenamidone
 N.D. 0.006Fenamiphos
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfone
 N.D. 0.011Fenamiphos sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.010Fenarimol
 N.D. 0.002Fenbuconazole

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: N/A Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM13822

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

 N.D. 0.003Fenhexamid
 N.D. 0.030Fenoxaprop ethyl
 N.D. 0.008Fenpropathrin
 N.D. 0.005Fenpyroximate
 N.D. 0.050Fenthion
 N.D. 0.020Fipronil
 N.D. 0.008Flonicamid
 N.D. 0.020Fludioxonil
 N.D. 0.004Fluoxastrobin
 N.D. 0.030Fluridone
 N.D. 0.030Flutolanil
 N.D. 0.010Fluvalinate
 N.D. 0.008Folpet
 N.D. 0.100Fonofos
 N.D. 0.002Heptachlor
 N.D. 0.005Heptachlor epoxide
 N.D. 0.001Hexachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.025Hexaconazole
 N.D. 0.006Hexythiazox
 N.D. 0.050Hydroprene
 N.D. 0.005Imazalil
 N.D. 0.001Imidacloprid
 N.D. 0.003Indoxacarb
 N.D. 0.020Iprodione
 N.D. 0.004Lindane
 N.D. 0.020Linuron
 N.D. 0.010Malathion
 N.D. 0.010Malathion oxygen analog
 N.D. 0.002Metalaxyl
 N.D. 0.004Methamidophos
 N.D. 0.023Methidathion
 N.D. 0.028Methiocarb
 N.D. 0.010Methomyl
 N.D. 0.100Methoxychlor
 N.D. 0.002Methoxyfenozide
 N.D. 0.030Metolachlor
 N.D. 0.003Metribuzin
 N.D. 0.011Mevinphos total
 N.D. 0.040MGK-264
 N.D. 0.005Myclobutanil
 N.D. 0.011Naled
 N.D. 0.025Napropamide
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor cis
 N.D. 0.005Nonachlor trans
 N.D. 0.006Norflurazon
 N.D. 0.025Norflurazon desmethyl
 N.D. 0.023Omethoate
 N.D. 0.050o-Phenylphenol
 N.D. 0.011Oxadixyl
 N.D. 0.005Oxamyl
 N.D. 0.025Oxamyl oxime
 N.D. 0.010Oxydemeton methyl sulfone
 N.D. 0.003Oxyfluorfen
 N.D. 0.002Parathion methyl
 N.D. 0.003Pendimethalin
 N.D. 0.001Pentachlorobenzene
 N.D. 0.008Permethrin

 N.D. 0.050Phenmedipham
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfone
 N.D. 0.025Phorate sulfoxide
 N.D. 0.025Phosalone
 N.D. 0.025Phosmet
 N.D. 0.050Piperonyl butoxide
 N.D. 0.007Pirimicarb
 N.D. 0.010Prallethrin
 N.D. 0.025Prochloraz
 N.D. 0.100Procymidone
 N.D. 0.008Profenofos
 N.D. 0.005Prometryn
 N.D. 0.003Pronamide
 N.D. 0.050Propanil
 N.D. 0.030Propargite
 N.D. 0.040Propetamphos
 N.D. 0.050Propham
 N.D. 0.100Propiconazole
 N.D. 0.015Pymetrozine
 N.D. 0.015Pyraclostrobin
 N.D. 0.001Pyridaben
 N.D. 0.003Pyrimethanil
 N.D. 0.001Pyriproxyfen
 N.D. 0.020Quinoxyfen
 N.D. 0.001Quintozene
 N.D. 0.100Resmethrin total
 N.D. 0.010Simazine
 N.D. 0.010Spinetoram
 N.D. 0.004Spirodiclofen
 N.D. 0.020Spiromesifen
 N.D. 0.250Sulfentrazone
 N.D. 0.008Tebuconazole
 N.D. 0.005Tebufenozide
 N.D. 0.001Tefluthrin
 N.D. 0.020Tetrachlorvinphos
 N.D. 0.003Tetraconazole
 N.D. 0.003Tetradifon
 N.D. 0.100Tetrahydrophthalimide (THPI)
 N.D. 0.010Tetramethrin
 N.D. 0.001Thiabendazole
 N.D. 0.001Thiacloprid
 N.D. 0.004Thiamethoxam
 N.D. 0.006Thiodicarb
 N.D. 0.005Triadimefon
 N.D. 0.090Triadimenol
 N.D. 0.005Tribufos
 N.D. 0.005Trifloxystrobin
 N.D. 0.008Triflumizole
 N.D. 0.001Trifluralin
 N.D. 0.001Vinclozolin

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Pesticide Residue
Result LOD 

Applicant Sample ID: N/A Laboratory ID:

REPORT OF ANALYTICAL TEST RESULTS

AM13822

PPM PPM PPM PPM

Original Report

Comments:

The fee for the laboratory services provided above is $415.00.

The information contained within this report of sample results is applicable only to the materials identified within and is, to the best of our ability and knowledge, 
accurate with regard to the client's specification.  The laboratory shall not be responsible for errors due to the client's failure to provide information critical to the  
currency of contract specification and/or standards.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (i.e., Braille, large print, and audiotape) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer .

Signature of Approving Official:

Jonathan C. Barber, Laboratory Supervisor

LOD - Limit of Detection,  N.A. - Not Analyzed,  N.D. - Not Detected.
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From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
To: Andrew Black (andrewblack@tilth.org)
Subject: Lab Results for Del Cabo
Date: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 2:47:00 PM
Attachments: Lab Results for Del Cabo AM13822.pdf

Results for Del Cabo Califorganicos.xlsx

Attached are results for the sample you sent in for Del Cabo.  There were no detections. 
 
Questions, please call.
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/NOP
 
This electronic message contains pre-decisional information generated by the USDA solely for the
intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If
you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email
immediately.
 



Lab ID Number Product Description Lot Number Collector's name
AL36392 Organic Bell Pepper Laura Murray



Collection date Country of origin US26
23-Sep-14 Imported Mexico



Producer/Distributor/Collection site Collection site city Collection site state Organic Certifier
The Produce Exchange San Diego CA CCOF



US22 Fee 1-Naphthol 2,4 Dimethylphenyl formamide (DMPF) 3-Hydroxycarbofuran
4 lbs $415.00 N.D. N.D. N.D.

total=
$415.00



4,4-Dibromobenzophenone 5-Hydroxythiabendazole Acephate Acetamiprid Acetochlor Aldicarb
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Aldicarb sulfone Aldicarb sulfoxide Aldrin Allethrin Atrazine Azinphos methyl Azoxystrobin
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Bendiocarb BHC alpha Bifenazate Bifenthrin Biteranol Boscalid Bromacil Buprofezin Captan
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Carbaryl Carbendazim (MBC) Carbofuran Carfentrazone ethyl Chlorantraniliprole Chlordane cis
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Chlordane trans Chlorfenapyr Chlorothalonil Chlorpropham (CIPC) Chlorpyrifos
N.D. N.D. N.A. N.D. N.D.



Chlorpyrifos methyl Chlorthal (DCPA) Clofentezine Clothianidin Coumaphos Cyazofamid Cycloate
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Cyfluthrin Cyhalothrin lambda Cypermethrin Cyprodinil Cyromazine DDD o,p DDD p,p DDE o,p
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



DDE p,p DDT p,p Deltamethrin Diazinon Diazinon oxygen analog Dichlorvos (DDVP) Dicloran
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Dicofol o,p Dicofol p,p Dieldrin Difenoconazole Diflubenzuron Dimethoate Dimethomorph
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Dinotefuran Diphenamid Diphenylamine Disulfoton sulfone Diuron Endosulfan I Endosulfan II
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Endosulfan sulfate Endrin Epoxiconazole Esfenvalerate Ethion Ethoprop Ethoxyquin Etoxazole
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Etridiazole Famoxadone Fenamidone Fenamiphos Fenamiphos sulfone Fenamiphos sulfoxide
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fenarimol Fenbuconazole Fenhexamid Fenoxaprop ethyl Fenpropathrin Fenpyroximate
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fenthion Fipronil Flonicamid Fludioxonil Fluoxastrobin Fluridone Flutolanil Fluvalinate Folpet
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Fonofos Heptachlor Heptachlor epoxide Hexachlorobenzene Hexaconazole Hexythiazox
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Hydroprene Imazalil Imidacloprid Indoxacarb Iprodione Lindane Linuron Malathion
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Malathion oxygen analog Metalaxyl Methamidophos Methidathion Methiocarb Methomyl
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Methoxychlor Methoxyfenozide Metolachlor Metribuzin Mevinphos total MGK-264
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Myclobutanil Naled Napropamide Nonachlor cis Nonachlor trans Norflurazon
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Norflurazon desmethyl Omethoate o-Phenylphenol Oxadixyl Oxamyl Oxamyl oxime
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Oxydemeton methyl sulfone Oxyfluorfen Parathion methyl Pendimethalin Pentachlorobenzene
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Permethrin Phenmedipham Phorate sulfone Phorate sulfoxide Phosalone Phosmet
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Piperonyl butoxide Pirimicarb Prallethrin Prochloraz Procymidone Profenofos Prometryn
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Pronamide Propanil Propargite Propetamphos Propham Propiconazole Pymetrozine
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Pyraclostrobin Pyridaben Pyrimethanil Pyriproxyfen Quinoxyfen Quintozene Resmethrin total
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Simazine Spinetoram Spirodiclofen Spiromesifen Sulfentrazone Tebuconazole Tebufenozide
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tefluthrin Tetrachlorvinphos Tetraconazole Tetradifon Tetrahydrophthalimide (THPI)
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tetramethrin Thiabendazole Thiacloprid Thiamethoxam Thiodicarb Triadimefon Triadimenol
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.



Tribufos Trifloxystrobin Triflumizole Trifluralin Vinclozolin
N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D. N.D.
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From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
To: FGIS OA, Maryland
Cc: Howley, JannaB - AMS
Subject: Inspections of Bell Pepper Operations
Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 3:50:00 PM
Attachments: Maryland Dept of Ag 9 16 2014.pdf

Ms. Baldwin:
 
Please review and respond to the attached letter by October 1, 2014.  Please call if you have
questions.
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624
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Sole, Dupe - AMS

From: Connie Karr <connie@tilth.org>
Sent: Wednesday, August 27, 2014 4:36 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Gebault King, ReneeA - AMS; Mann, Renee - AMS; Andrew Black
Subject: Re: Inspections of organic pepper operations in Mexico
Attachments: ACA.Request.to.Investigate-OCTO.signed.pdf

Hi Tammie,  
 
Thank you for the information.  We are happy to conduct any necessary investigation and we will provide you 
with a plan in the next 14 days.  As a point of reference I show that we have 19 different operations in Mexico 
that produce or handle "peppers" of some type. This is significantly different than the 1 listed on the attachment.
 
Questions I have for you as we just discussed on the phone: 
 
1. Is there any further information that the NOP could provide us to assist us in our investigation?  lot numbers, 
varieties of peppers, regionally in Mexico or anything?  As you know, it is difficult to just do an unannounced 
on 19 different operations to find a potential source of contamination without knowing more about what we are 
looking at/for. 
 
2.  You mentioned we could conduct the sampling as part of the mandatory annual inspections, not just 
unannounced inspections as your letter implies.  Please confirm. 
 
3. You indicated that if our plan was to complete these investigations over a time period that would be 
acceptable.  As I mentioned to you on the phone, Oregon Tilth budgets each year for the cost of unannounced 
inspections.  We are almost complete with our unannounced inspections for 2014 and our budget is tight.  So 
being able to spread this investigation across years - into 2015 would be helpful.  Please confirm this would be 
acceptable part of the plan. 
 
 
Thank you for your time and I apologize for so many questions. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Connie Karr » Certification Director  
Oregon Tilth  2525 SE 3rd Street, Corvallis, OR 97333 
P 503‐378‐0690 
C  

F 541‐753‐4924 
E connie@tilth.org 
 
[www.tilth.org] [facebook] [twitter] 
 
 
This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential, subject to copyright and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they 
are addressed. Any unauthorized use, copying, review or disclosure is prohibited. Views expressed are those of he user and not necessarily those of Oregon Tilth, Inc. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, retransmission, conversion to hard copy, copying, circulation or other use of this message 
is strictly prohibited and may be illegal. Please notify the sender immediately if you have received this communication in error. Thank you for your assistance and cooperation.
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On Aug 27, 2014, at 11:46 AM, "Wilburn, Tammie - AMS" <Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov> wrote: 
 
 

Hi Connie: 
  
Please see the attached request regarding organic pepper operations in Mexico.  Questions, please call. 
  
Thanks! 
  
Tammie B. Wilburn 
Compliance and Enforcement Division 
National Organic Program, USDA 
202‐690‐2624 ‐‐‐‐ please note new ph number 
  

 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the 
intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or 
disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator 
to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, 
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.  
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Sole, Dupe - AMS

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2015 1:46 PM
To: 'jackie@tilth.org'
Cc: Andrew Black (andrewblack@tilth.org)
Subject: FW: U.S. Department of Agriculture bell pepper shipment

Andrew, please forward to Jackie Sleeper if I have gotten the wrong email address.   
 
Jackie, 
 
Here is a foreign agricultural contact person for Mexico.  Please contact him directly and cc me, should you have an issue 
with the next shipment.  
 
Eduardo Lozano Carreño 
Agricultural Specialist 
USDA/ATO‐Monterrey 
(52)81‐8047‐3318 
Eduardo.Lozano@fas.usda.gov  
 
Many thanks! 
 
Tammie B. Wilburn 
Compliance and Enforcement Division 
National Organic Program, USDA 
202‐690‐2624  
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/NOP  
 
This electronic message contains pre‐decisional information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. 
Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law 
and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify 
the sender and delete the email immediately. 
 
 
 

From: Lozano, Eduardo F [mailto:Eduardo.Lozano@fas.usda.gov]  
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 9:32 AM 
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Cc: Manuel Velazquez; Murphy, Ann - FAS 
Subject: RE: U.S. Department of Agriculture bell pepper shipment 
 
Dear Ms. Wilburn, 
I am trying to reach you to talk about your bell pepper issue.  
Were the bell peppers exported from the U.S. to Mexico or from Mexico to the U.S.?  Can you please call me at 52‐81‐
8047‐3318? 
 
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 5:32 PM 



2

To: Lozano, Eduardo F 
Subject: FW: U.S. Department of Agriculture bell pepper shipment 
 
Mr. Lozano: 

 
Juan Manuel Velazquez referred me to you.  My name is Tammie Wilburn and I work with the National Organic 
Program, AMS, U.S. Department of Agriculture.  We are studying peppers from Mexico under the USDA organic 
regulations.  We have an APHIS permit to release bell pepper shipments from Mexico into the United States.  One of our 
sweet bell pepper shipments was recently denied at the Mexican Customs Center in Mexico City.  It seems they were 
denied because they were believed to be chile peppers and prohibited for export.  I believe this is a mistake as sweet 
bell peppers are distinctly different from chile peppers.   
 
We would like to attempt sending the peppers again as soon as possible. The boxes currently are located in cold storage 
at the point of original departure at the producer’s facility. 
Can you offer any assistance with getting this shipment through?  THe DHL tracking information and photos of the 
sample are attached. The client is: 
 
Agroproductos del Cabo 
Carr. Transpen. KM 125.5 
Maneadero, Ensenada, Baja California Norte, Mexico 
CP 22790 
 
Many thanks in advance, 
 
Tammie B. Wilburn, Compliance Officer 
Compliance and Enforcement Division 
National Organic Program, AMS, USDA 
202‐690‐2624  
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Sole, Dupe - AMS

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 3:21 PM
To: 'Connie Karr'
Cc: Michael, Matthew - AMS
Subject: RE: Inspections of organic pepper operations

This looks fine Connie.  Please continue with your plan of inspections.  Feel free to contact us should you have 
questions.   
 
Regards, 
 
Tammie B. Wilburn 
Compliance and Enforcement Division 
National Organic Program, USDA 
202‐690‐2624  
 
 
 

From: Connie Karr [mailto:connie@tilth.org]  
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 5:56 PM 
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Subject: Re: Inspections of organic pepper operations 
 
Dear Tammie,  
 
Please see attached OTCO plan for testing of Bell Peppers from Mexico.  The testing will occur over a period of 
time appropriate to the microclimate of the region of Mexico. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  Once reviewed please confirm this is an acceptable plan so that 
OTCO may proceed. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Connie Karr » Certification Director  
Oregon Tilth  2525 SE 3rd Street, Corvallis, OR 97333 
P 503‐378‐0690 
C  

F 541‐753‐4924 
E connie@tilth.org 
 
[www.tilth.org] [facebook] [twitter] 
 
 
This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential, subject to copyright and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they 
are addressed. Any unauthorized use, copying, review or disclosure is prohibited. Views expressed are those of he user and not necessarily those of Oregon Tilth, Inc. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, retransmission, conversion to hard copy, copying, circulation or other use of this message 
is strictly prohibited and may be illegal. Please notify the sender immediately if you have received this communication in error. Thank you for your assistance and cooperation.

 
On Sep 3, 2014, at 11:44 AM, Wilburn, Tammie - AMS <Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov> wrote: 
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Certifiers: 
  
On August 26, 2014, we requested you validate our data for organic pepper producers and handlers certified by you, and 
provide a plan of conducting unannounced inspections of these operations.  To assist in your inspections, please limit 
the type pepper to organic bell pepper producers and handlers only.  Please also use the attached list of 
pesticide/insecticide type found on exported bell peppers, as necessary.   
  
Feel free to contact me should you have other questions.   
  
Regards, 
  
Tammie B. Wilburn 
Compliance and Enforcement Division 
National Organic Program, USDA 
202‐690‐2624  
  

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the 
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, 
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.  
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Sole, Dupe - AMS

From: Andrew Black <andrewblack@tilth.org>
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 11:46 AM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: Re: pepper sampleing - question

Not yet, we are going to try again though.  
Just wanted to make sure we can get copies of the test results for our records.  
Thanks 
Andrew 
 
On Jan 21, 2015, at 8:13 AM, "Wilburn, Tammie - AMS" <Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov> wrote: 
 
 

Hi Andrew, 
  
My apologies for the delay in answering your question.  The lab sends the results to me and I will 
forward OTCO only results on to you.  Sounds like you were able to get the shipments in? 
  
Tammie 
  

From: Andrew Black [mailto:andrewblack@tilth.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2015 5:19 PM 
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Subject: pepper sampleing - question 
  
Hello, 
Tammie, will be able to get the test results back from the USDA Lab for the pepper samples? 
Thanks 
Andrew 
  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Andrew Black » Latin American Specialist 
Oregon Tilth  2525 SE 3rd Street, Corvallis, OR 97333 
P 503‐378‐0690                      C  

F 541‐753‐4924                      E andrewblack@tilth.org 
  
[www.tilth.org] [facebook] [twitter] 
  
  
This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential, subject to copyright and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they 
are addressed   
Any unauthorized use, copying, review or disclosure is prohibited  Views expressed are those of the user and not necessarily those of Oregon Tilth, Inc  If you are not 
the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, retransmission, conversion to hard copy, copying, circulation or other use of this message is strictly prohibited and 
may be illegal   
Please notify the sender immediately if you have received this communication in error  Thank you for your assistance and cooperation  
  
 
 

(b) (6)
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely 
for the intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or 
the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and 
subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have 
received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email 
immediately. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Andrew Black » Latin American Specialist 
Oregon Tilth  2525 SE 3rd Street, Corvallis, OR 97333 
P 503‐378‐0690    C  

F 541‐753‐4924    E andrewblack@tilth.org 
 
[www.tilth.org] [facebook] [twitter] 
 
 
This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential, subject to copyright and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed   
Any unauthorized use, copying, review or disclosure is prohibited  Views expressed are those of the user and not necessarily those of Oregon Tilth, Inc  If you are not the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, retransmission, conversion to hard copy, copying, circulation or other use of this message is strictly prohibited and may be illegal   
Please notify the sender immediately if you have received this communication in error  Thank you for your assistance and cooperation  
 

(b) (6)
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Sole, Dupe - AMS

From: Andrew Black <andrewblack@tilth.org>
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2014 6:27 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: Re: Pepper Sampling

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello, 
We had to throw out the samples that were denied at the border. I never got a straight answer about why the 
peppers were denied.  
I remain unsure if the Permit will work.  
Our next round of sampling will not occur until 2015.  
Andrew 
 
 
On Dec 17, 2014, at 12:44 PM, "Wilburn, Tammie - AMS" <Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov> wrote: 
 
 

Hi Andrew: 
Please provide an update on this issue.  Are your shipments coming in ok now? 
Tammie 
  

From: Andrew Black [mailto:andrewblack@tilth.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 10:45 AM 
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Subject: Pepper Sampling 
  
Hello Tammie,  
  
Oregon Tilth normally uses Pacific Agricultural Lab in Portland, Oregon for shipping samples 
from Mexico to the USA. I compared the export permit we normally use with the permit you sent 
us to use for the samples to be sent to the USDA lab, and noticed that the titles are different. Our 
permit says, "Permit to Import Prohibited Material For Research Purposes", while the USDA 
permit says, "Permit to Import Plants and Plant Products". 
The USDA import permit was not accepted for the bell peppers, maybe because the title didn't 
include the word "prohibited"? 
  
I only mention this detail so that perhaps the issue with the USDA permit can be remedied so 
further samples don't get denied by customs.  
  
Thanks, 
Andrew 
  
  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Andrew Black » Latin American Specialist 
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Oregon Tilth  2525 SE 3rd Street, Corvallis, OR 97333 
P 503‐378‐0690                      C  

F 541‐753‐4924                      E andrewblack@tilth.org 
  
[www.tilth.org] [facebook] [twitter] 
  
  
This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential, subject to copyright and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they 
are addressed   
Any unauthorized use, copying, review or disclosure is prohibited  Views expressed are those of the user and not necessarily those of Oregon Tilth, Inc  If you are not 
the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, retransmission, conversion to hard copy, copying, circulation or other use of this message is strictly prohibited and 
may be illegal   
Please notify the sender immediately if you have received this communication in error  Thank you for your assistance and cooperation  
  
 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely 
for the intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or 
the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and 
subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have 
received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email 
immediately. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Andrew Black » Latin American Specialist 
Oregon Tilth  2525 SE 3rd Street, Corvallis, OR 97333 
P 503‐378‐0690    C  

F 541‐753‐4924    E andrewblack@tilth.org 
 
[www.tilth.org] [facebook] [twitter] 
 
 
This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential, subject to copyright and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed   
Any unauthorized use, copying, review or disclosure is prohibited  Views expressed are those of the user and not necessarily those of Oregon Tilth, Inc  If you are not the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, retransmission, conversion to hard copy, copying, circulation or other use of this message is strictly prohibited and may be illegal   
Please notify the sender immediately if you have received this communication in error  Thank you for your assistance and cooperation  
 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Sole, Dupe - AMS

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 3:21 PM
To: 'Connie Karr'
Cc: Michael, Matthew - AMS
Subject: RE: Inspections of organic pepper operations

This looks fine Connie.  Please continue with your plan of inspections.  Feel free to contact us should you have 
questions.   
 
Regards, 
 
Tammie B. Wilburn 
Compliance and Enforcement Division 
National Organic Program, USDA 
202‐690‐2624  
 
 
 

From: Connie Karr [mailto:connie@tilth.org]  
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 5:56 PM 
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS 
Subject: Re: Inspections of organic pepper operations 
 
Dear Tammie,  
 
Please see attached OTCO plan for testing of Bell Peppers from Mexico.  The testing will occur over a period of 
time appropriate to the microclimate of the region of Mexico. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  Once reviewed please confirm this is an acceptable plan so that 
OTCO may proceed. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Connie Karr » Certification Director  
Oregon Tilth  2525 SE 3rd Street, Corvallis, OR 97333 
P 503‐378‐0690 
C  

F 541‐753‐4924 
E connie@tilth.org 
 
[www.tilth.org] [facebook] [twitter] 
 
 
This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential, subject to copyright and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they 
are addressed. Any unauthorized use, copying, review or disclosure is prohibited. Views expressed are those of he user and not necessarily those of Oregon Tilth, Inc. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, retransmission, conversion to hard copy, copying, circulation or other use of this message 
is strictly prohibited and may be illegal. Please notify the sender immediately if you have received this communication in error. Thank you for your assistance and cooperation.

 
On Sep 3, 2014, at 11:44 AM, Wilburn, Tammie - AMS <Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov> wrote: 

(b) (6)
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Certifiers: 
  
On August 26, 2014, we requested you validate our data for organic pepper producers and handlers certified by you, and 
provide a plan of conducting unannounced inspections of these operations.  To assist in your inspections, please limit 
the type pepper to organic bell pepper producers and handlers only.  Please also use the attached list of 
pesticide/insecticide type found on exported bell peppers, as necessary.   
  
Feel free to contact me should you have other questions.   
  
Regards, 
  
Tammie B. Wilburn 
Compliance and Enforcement Division 
National Organic Program, USDA 
202‐690‐2624  
  

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the 
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, 
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.  
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Sole, Dupe - AMS

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Sent: Thursday, November 6, 2014 4:16 PM
To: 'Josie Quevedo'; Michael, Matthew - AMS
Cc: PrimusOrganic
Subject: RE: Revised Response - Inspections of Organic Pepper Operations 

Thank you Josie.  The changes to your plan are fine.  Feel free to contact me should have other questions or concerns.  
 
Tammie 
202‐690‐2624 
 

From: Josie Quevedo [mailto:josie.quevedo@primuslabs.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 06, 2014 3:46 PM 
To: Michael, Matthew - AMS 
Cc: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS; PrimusOrganic 
Subject: FW:Revised Response - Inspections of Organic Pepper Operations  
 
Hello Matthew, 
 
I hope all is well with you. Please find attached the revised response letter with some changes. The letter was 
originally sent on September 18, 2014.  
 
The changes were made on paragraphs 3. and 5. Due to product availability. . 
 
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact us at Primusorganic@primuslabs.com . 
 
Kind regards,  
 

 

  

Josie Quevedo 

Audit Coordinator 
Josie.Quevedo@PrimusLabs.com 

  
Voice 805.922.0055 | Fax 805.352.1364
  
PrimusLabs  | 1259 Furukawa Way | Santa Maria, CA 
 

This email and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information and is intended solely for use by the 
individual to whom it is addressed. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender, do not disclose its contents 
to others and delete from your system. 

From: Josie Quevedo  
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 4:47 PM 
To: 'matthew.michael@ams.usda.gov' 
Cc: 'Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov'; PrimusOrganic; Brian Mansfield 
Subject: Response - Inspections of Organic Pepper Operations 
 
September 18, 2014  
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Matthew Michael  
Director, Compliance & Enforcement Division                                                  
National Organic Program                                                                                     
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. Room 2648-S, Stop 0268, Washington D.C.20250-0268 
 
RE: Inspection of Organic Pepper Operations, issued on August 27th, 2014 (received September 16th, 
2014). 
 
  
Dear Mr. Michael: 
  
PrimusLabs received Tammie Wilburn’s e-mail September 16, 2014 with your letter dated Aug 27th, 2014 with 
the request to cooperate with an open investigation.   Specifically, PrimusLabs has been asked to conduct 
unannounced inspections and sampling of several certified operations by PrimusLabs in Mexico that have bell 
peppers listed in their certificate. 
  
PrimusLabs has immediately started the actions to comply with this §205.403 request as follows: 
 
1. The Audit Admin Department updated the list of operations in Mexico. As of today, have peppers listed in 

their crop or handling certificates. (Attachment list on page 3).   
 
2. PrimusLabs will contact its clients in Mexico to verify which crops are currently standing in their fields in 

order to identify more precisely if the certified peppers are still being grown at this time of year.  
 
3. Staff inspector Evelyn Ramírez will conduct these unannounced inspections and sampling. 
 
4. PrimusLabs will contact Roger Simonds at the National Science Laboratory to get more clear instructions 

on how to take and ship the samples from Mexico into the U.S. both in terms of packing and shipping 
procedures as well as any entry permit needed. 

 
5. PrimusLabs is preparing the schedule to conduct the unannounced inspections and sampling (NOP 2609) 

between October 10th to 25th, 2014.  
 
6. Each farm’s unannounced inspection will be allocated one full day of inspection. This will allow the 

following inspection approach/plan: 
 

a) Verifying the Organic System Plan. 
b) List of certified crops and maps with actual fields throughout physical observation.   
c) Match OSP acreage and estimated yields. 
d) Sample peppers and prepare sample for shipping including all necessary paperwork and chain of 

custody.  
e) Verify input application records for last quarter, match with input inventory movements, and input 

purchase documentation.  
f) Conduct a verification of harvest and sales of the last quarter (exact time frame dependent on operator´s 

inventory system). List all sales and volumes per date and destination  
g) Conduct one trace back exercise randomly selecting one shipment.  
h) Conduct an in-out mass balance. The “in” is product harvested (matching volumes with harvested 

acreage) and “out” is shipping or sales. 
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7. Each handler's unannounced inspection, if not part of a farm, will be allocated one full day of inspection as 
well.  This will allow the following inspection approach/plan: 

a) Sample peppers (if any stored)  
b) Conduct a verification of purchase and sales of the last quarter (exact time frame dependent on 

operator´s inventory system). 
c) List all sales and volumes per date and destination.  
d) List all purchases by certified farm (supplier) and volumes. 
e) Conduct one trace back exercise randomly selecting one shipment.  
f) Conduct an in-out mass balance. The “in” is product harvested (matching volumes with harvested 

acreage) and “out” is shipping or sales. 
 
 
 
Do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.   
 
 

 

  

Josie Quevedo 

Audit Coordinator 
Josie.Quevedo@PrimusLabs.com 

  
Voice 805.922.0055 | Fax 805.352.1364
  
PrimusLabs  | 1259 Furukawa Way | Santa Maria, CA 
 

This email and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information and is intended solely for use by the 
individual to whom it is addressed. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender, do not disclose its contents 
to others and delete from your system. 

 



From: Deanna Baldwin -MDA-
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Howley, JannaB - AMS
Subject: Mexican Bell Peppers
Date: Tuesday, December 16, 2014 1:12:22 PM
Attachments: Sources of bell peppers.docx

Pepper Products.xlsx

Hello Tammy - I apologize for the delay in getting you informaton on the handlers we certify
that may handle organic Bell Peppers originating from Mexico.  Research of our files
indicated three handlers we certifiy could potentially have purchased organic bell peppers that
originated from Mexico.  Prime Cuts and Lancaster Foods purchase from different suppliers
dependent on the growing season.  I have attached a complete list of their suppliers of organic
bell peppers.  The third handler  is supplied by the 

 certified by QAI.  I have included the complete info on this
distributor in the attached list.  I have also attached a spreadsheet with the products and
labeled brand for each of these handlers.  The spreadsheet also lists the potential source of bell
peppers originating from Mexico.  Please let me know if you need additional information or
would like any further action from MDA.

-- 
Deanna Baldwin
Program Manager, Food Quality Assurance
Maryland Department of Agriculture
50 Harry S. Truman Parkway
Annapolis, MD  21401
410-841-5769

(b) (4)(b) (4)



Operation Scope Location Product Last Inspected Target Date for 
Unannounced and 
Sampling

Assigned 
Inspector

Congeladora Ceuta SA de CV Handling - IQF Sinaloa, MX Bell Peppers, 
Peppers (Poblano, 
Jalapeno)

1/10/2014 October, 2014 CH

Heaven Sent Organic S de RL 
de CV

Crop Baja Norte, MX Peppers, Mini Bell, 
Anaheim, Jalapeno, 
Serran

2/22/2014 October, 2014 EKS

Impulsora a Stiba (Agricola 
Organics)

Crop & Handling Queretaro, MX Bell Peppers, 
Peppers (Poblano, 
Jalapeno)

Assigned Now October, 2014 CH

Natra Bay SA de CV Crop & Handling Loreto, MX Peppers, Mixed 8/19/2014 October, 2014 EKS

Organic Farm S de PR de RL Crop & Handling Todos Santos, MX Bell Peppers 12/30/2013 October, 2014 EKS







Agroproductos San Rafael S.A. de C.V., al033, December 08, 2014 
 

CS-F-04 Page 2 of 4, 485007-14 

NOP Threshold. 
Carbendazim 
(MBC) 

0.195 Above the 
NOP Threshold. 

0.01  None. (Not 
registered for use 
on bell peppers) 

 
Because your product was found to have residues at levels greater than 5% of the EPA tolerance, per 
National Organic Program (NOP) regulation 205.671, this product and any other products grown at 
the affected location are excluded from organic sale and therefore may not be sold as organic, 
effective immediately. Please provide verification that you have stopped selling all products from 
these locations, Field Azul Marino and field Azul Rey (greenhouse), as organic. 
 
Please submit the information requested on the following pages by December 29, 2014.  
 
If you are unable to provide the information requested by this date, you must submit written notification 
as to the reason, or we may propose suspension or revocation of certification of your operation as 
outlined in NOP § 205.662 and charge a late fee per the CCOF Certification Services Program Manual. 
An additional inspection may be required to verify compliance at your expense.  
 
You may send your response to the CCOF office via email (inbox@ccof.org), fax, or mail. After these 
issues are resolved, CCOF will issue new certificates to your operation if you have not already received 
them. 
 
 You may surrender your certification at any time by written notification to CCOF Certification 

Services. NOP § 205.404(c) 
 All fees are non-refundable, and you are responsible for all costs of services provided up to the time 

of your withdrawal. NOP § 205.402(c) 
 If you surrender your certification and apply to another certification agency, you will be required to 

provide this Notice of Noncompliance and a description of the actions taken to correct the 
noncompliances with your application. NOP § 205.401(c) 

 
We appreciate your participation in the CCOF Organic Certification Program. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
April Crittenden 
Senior Quality & Compliance Supervisor 
CCOF Certification Services, LLC 
 
Encl: Noncompliance Action Items, sample results 
 
CC: NOP Administrator via NOPACAAdverseActions@ams.usda.gov 
 



Agroproductos San Rafael S.A. de C.V., al033, December 08, 2014 
 

CS-F-04 Page 3 of 4, 485007-14 

 
NONCOMPLIANCE ACTION ITEMS: 
The reason for the Notice of Noncompliance is that you have failed to comply with the section(s) of the 
NOP regulations noted below. Respond to the following by December 29, 2014. Keep a copy of your 
response for your records. 
 
1. Stop selling bell peppers from your fields, Lote Azul Marino(CCOF #01) and Lote Azul Rey 

(greenhouse, CCOF parcel #03), as organic.  
Because your product was found to have residues at levels greater than 5% of the EPA tolerance, 
per National Organic Program (NOP) regulation 205.671, this product and any other products 
grown at the affected locations may not be sold as organic effective immediately. Send 
CCOF the following:  
a. Confirm in writing that you have stopped selling all products from these locations as organic.  
b. Provide the quantity of bell peppers harvested and sold so far from these locations for the 2014 

crop cycle.  
c. Estimate the quantity of bell peppers at this location that remain to be harvested; include any 

inventory you have in cold storage on-site.  
You may only begin selling crop from these fields as organic once there are no residues or residues 
are under 5% of the EPA tolerance, unless it is found that the cause was from direct application. If 
the residues are found to be from a direct application, then the crop must continue to be excluded 
from organic sale regardless of the level found. CCOF will notify you when and if you are approved 
to begin selling organic product from this location.  
NOP § 205.671  

 
2. Provide the following information regarding the source of the contamination on bell peppers 

grown in your fields:  
a. Identify any and all management practices and implementation of your organic system plan that 

may have resulted in the materials present.  
b. A description of the material application practices used adjacent to the fields and surrounding 

parcels #01 and #03. Please determine whether prohibited materials are used anywhere 
adjacent to this location, and if so, how and when applications are made (i.e., time of 
day/season, use of spray rig/backpack sprayer/airplane, etc). Contact neighboring land 
managers as needed to obtain this information.  

c. Clarify whether you use any of the detected pesticides for any purpose.  
d. Any additional information on the possible source of the contamination.  
NOP § 205.202(c); 205.400(f)  

 
3. Submit harvest and sales records that show all bell peppers are sold as nonorganic from the 

date of receipt of this letter.  
Bell Peppers grown on parcel #01 and parcel #03 are not eligible for sale as organic. CCOF must 
verify that these peppers are not represented as organic in any way. Provide these documents to 
CCOF as they are generated throughout the rest of this bell pepper production cycle or until 
otherwise instructed by CCOF. Records must be sufficient to track product back to the field and 
must include date of harvest, amount harvested, date of sale, crop, and amount sold and must be 
kept for a minimum of five years.  
NOP § 205.103 

 
4. Provide the following information regarding current and future organic bell pepper 

production on your operation:  
a. The location/parcel name for all bell peppers planned or currently growing for the 2014-2015 

season.  
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b.  Provide the expected harvest dates for all planned or current bell pepper production. 
Based on the results found on samples taken at CCOF parcels 01 and 03, and depending on the 
probable cause of contamination, your current remaining and future organic bell pepper production 
may be subject to unannounced visits pre or post harvest, which may include sampling to ensure 
compliance with the NOP regulations.  

NOP § 205.201; 205.670; 205.671  
 
Send your response to CCOF by December 29, 2014 to avoid further adverse actions. 
We want to help you resolve these issues quickly. Please contact us with any questions. 
 
 
Organic System Plan (OSP) documents are available at: www.ccof.org/documents  
The NOP Standards are available at: www.ccof.org/clients/standards 
 
Your inspection report is available at MyCCOF. If you would like a paper copy, contact the CCOF Home 
Office. 
 
Questions? Contact your Certification Service Specialist: 
Stephanie Stenner 
sstenner@ccof.org: Se habla español 
831-423-2263 Ext. 82
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September 08, 2014 
 
Miles McEvoy  
National Organic Program (NOP)  
Room 2646-So. (Stop 0268), 1400 Independence 
Washington, DC 202250-0268  
 
RE: Inspections of Organic Bell Pepper Operations 
 
Dear Miles McEvoy; 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in addressing this important issue. CCOF is 
dedicated to upholding and enforcing organic integrity. We are addressing this matter with the 
utmost seriousness. In addition to the specific requests contained in your notification of August 
26, 2014, CCOF is focusing our enforcement and investigative priorities on imported bell 
peppers as a high risk item within CCOF’s internal risk analysis system. As a result we will focus 
additional discretionary unannounced and announced inspections and sampling on imported 
bell peppers certified by CCOF within the supply chain generally.  
 
Further, we encourage the NOP to share this plan and approach with other certifiers involved to 
allow them the opportunity to contribute to an optimal outcome.  
 
Please see below regarding the NOP’s specific requests: 
 
CCOF list of Organic Bell Pepper Operations 

- CCOF updated the list of our certified operations that are producing organic bell peppers 
in Mexico (enclosed). This list also includes operations that have produced bell peppers 
during the 2012-2013 growing season, but that are not producing them at this time.  
 

- This list includes the operations that produce “mini” bell peppers.  
 

Inspection Plan 
- CCOF will conduct unannounced onsite inspections that include sampling of the 

operations on the enclosed list that are engaged in bell pepper production. The NOP will 
confirm whether the mini bell pepper producers should be included, as well. 

 
- CCOF will conduct these inspections of producers when they are growing and 

harvesting bell peppers during the next growing season, which lasts from late fall 
through winter (2   ould like to begin inspecting producers as soon as the 
next pepper production cycle starts, which may be a   as October or November, 
2014. However, we will focus the timing of our sampling during the peak of the pepper 
production season, which is likely to occur after January 1, 2015. 
 

- We will continue to research when the height of the growing season is and when the 
peppers are most likely to be sprayed. When we have more sp ifi  i f mation as to 
when the height of the growing season will likely be for the upcoming season, we will 
target our inspections during this timeframe. CCOF is currently researching the materials 
from the NOP’s list of pesticides/insecticides found on bell peppers to help us better 
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CCOF appreciates the opportunity to participate in investigations. We recognize the importance 
of our role in this regard. Please let us know if we can answer any questions about the 
inspection plan or the enclosed list.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Jake Lewin 
President 
CCOF Certification Services, LLC 
 
Encl: CCOF certified operations in Mexico producing bell peppers 
Refer to correspondence number: 465107-14 
 



From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Jake Lewin; Michael, Matthew - AMS
Subject: RE: CCOF inspections of organic pepper operations
Date: Tuesday, September 2, 2014 7:43:03 PM

Thank you Tammie.
 

 
Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
 
Cost Share - A Refund of Organic Certification Fees! Receive a 75% refund on your certification costs up
to $750. Apply today.
 
Programa de Reembolso – Un reembolso para las tarifas de Certificación Orgánica! Reciba un
reembolso de sus costos de certificación de 75 porciento hasta 750 dolares. Aplique ahora.
. 
 
 
 
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 02, 2014 12:59 PM
To: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Cc: Jake Lewin; Michael, Matthew - AMS
Subject: RE: CCOF inspections of organic pepper operations
 
Hi Kelly & Jake:
 
Attached is a listing of pesticides/insecticides found on exported bell peppers to Mexico.  Please let
me know if you need anything else. 
 
Best,
 
Tammie B. Wilburn
Compliance and Enforcement Division
National Organic Program, USDA
202-690-2624
 
 



 
 

From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy [mailto:kelly@ccof.org] 
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2014 4:10 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Jake Lewin
Subject: RE: CCOF inspections of organic pepper operationsHi
 
Thank you Tammi.
 
Best,
 
Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
Drought Resources for Organic Operations - news, information, and sources of support for growers
affected by drought.
Be ready for anything! With our new Materials Search, Supplier Management, and food safety
certification, we have the tools to meet your needs.
 
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2014 12:32 PM
To: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Cc: Jake Lewin
Subject: RE: CCOF inspections of organic pepper operations
 
We are focusing on bell peppers only.  I am going to send you a separate email listing all of
pesticides/insecticides found.  Will try to get to by tomorrow noon. 
 

From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy [mailto:kelly@ccof.org] 
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2014 2:22 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Jake Lewin
Subject: CCOF inspections of organic pepper operations
 
Hello Tammi,
 
We are reviewing the NOP’s letter dated August 26, 2014 regarding the inspection of organic pepper
producers and handlers in Mexico.  Does the NOP want a current list of all operations in Mexico
growing any type of pepper, or can we specify the search to a particular type of pepper?
 
Thank you,



 
Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
Drought Resources for Organic Operations - news, information, and sources of support for growers
affected by drought.
Be ready for anything! With our new Materials Search, Supplier Management, and food safety
certification, we have the tools to meet your needs.
 
 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.



From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: RE: CCOF request to test more samples
Date: Friday, January 30, 2015 2:36:51 PM

Yes, that is correct.
 
Best,
Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
 
Join us on February 11 in Sacramento for CCOF's Annual Meeting, Policy Day, and Reception! Help
shape agricultural policy as we meet with officials at the state Capitol. Register now »
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 30, 2015 11:33 AM
To: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Subject: RE: CCOF request to test more samples
 
Kelly I assume that these ops are all handlers with the exception of Negocio Agricola San Enrique &
Union de Productores de Guanajuato?
 

From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy [mailto:kelly@ccof.org] 
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2015 6:49 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: RE: CCOF request to test more samples
 
Hello Tammie,
 
We have a list of operations that we plan on sampling at, and would like to send these samples to
Gastonia. Where dates have been solidified, I included them. Where we have an estimated date
range for completion that’s noted too. Please let me know if you have any questions about this list.
 

Operation Name
Inspection
Date/Plan
1.30.15
1.30.15

 Feb or Mar
 Late Feb
 Late Feb

(b) (4)



 Mar
 Feb or Mar
 Feb or Mar

 
Best,
 
Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
 
Join us on February 11 in Sacramento for CCOF's Annual Meeting, Policy Day, and Reception! Help
shape agricultural policy as we meet with officials at the state Capitol. Register now »
 
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2015 1:37 PM
To: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Subject: RE: CCOF request to test more samples
 
Ok to send more samples.  Please send me the names of the operations and dates you plan to visit. 
 

From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy [mailto:kelly@ccof.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2015 12:59 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS; Sean Feder
Cc: Michael, Matthew - AMS; Lewin Jake-FASConatct
Subject: RE: COC for AMS 1563, AMS 1827 and AMS
 
Hi Tammie,
 
We’d like to send about 6-12 more samples to Gastonia. We have sent 17 samples to Gastonia thus
far. This total does not include 3 conventional samples that we sent to Gastonia where we did not
receive results. We believe these three conventional samples were cancelled by your lab.
 
We have identified additional handlers in the US that we would also like to sample, in addition to
some re-sampling of producers in Mexico from the list submitted that did not have any bell peppers
growing at the time of our first visit, but who have indicated they plan on growing bells in early 2015.
 
Apologies for the late reply. Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
 

(b) (4)



Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
Renew Your Certification Today - Complete your renewal (both contract and payment or payment plan)
by January 1 and get discounts on CCOF merchandise and a chance to win a free inspection!
 
Happy Holidays! CCOF is closed December 24-26 and January 1-2. Please allow additional time for
processing of requests.
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 1:05 PM
To: Kelly Lehman Goswamy; Sean Feder
Cc: Michael, Matthew - AMS
Subject: RE: COC for AMS 1563, AMS 1827 and AMS
 
Hi Kelley,
 
I will check into this.  Will the additional samples be for the operations already listed on your plan? 
Or, are you expanding the list to possibly include handlers?   
 
Thanks,
Tammie
 

From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy [mailto:kelly@ccof.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 3:55 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS; Sean Feder
Subject: RE: COC for AMS 1563, AMS 1827 and AMS
 
Hi Tammie,
 
As of Monday, December 15, CCOF has sent 16 samples to Gastonia. We understand the NOP has
approved our investigative plan of sending a total of 20 samples to your lab. It looks like we may end
up needing to send more than 20 samples, and we’d like permission to send more than 20 samples
to the NOP’s lab. Is this possible?
 
Best,
 
Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28



fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
Renew Your Certification Today - Complete your renewal (both contract and payment or payment plan)
by January 1 and get discounts on CCOF merchandise and a chance to win a free inspection!
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2014 9:09 AM
To: Sean Feder
Cc: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Subject: RE: COC for AMS 1563, AMS 1827 and AMS
 
Ok thanks Sean. 
 

From: Sean Feder [mailto:sean@ccof.org] 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2014 12:09 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Subject: RE: COC for AMS 1563, AMS 1827 and AMS
 
Tammie,
Thank you so much.
 
I am referring your question about total samples to Kelly, who has that tally.
 
Best,
 
Sean Feder
Director of Inspection Operations
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(530) 756-8518, ext. 111
sean@ccof.org 
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
Happy Holidays! CCOF is closed December 24-26 and January 1-2.
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2014 9:24 AM
To: Sean Feder
Subject: COC for AMS 1563, AMS 1827 and AMS
 
Attached are copies of the chain of custody for AMS 1563, 1827, 1828, 1829 and 03392.  Three
samples were noted on one form.  Can you confirm Sean that, to date, a total of 12 samples have
been tested by Gastonia for CCOF and that CCOF will send eight more samples in for testing.  
 



Tammie
202-690-2624
 
This electronic message contains pre-decisional information generated by the USDA solely for the
intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If
you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email
immediately.
 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.



From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: RE: CCOF sample results and other questions
Date: Thursday, March 5, 2015 7:22:28 PM
Attachments: COCs for 013015JT 1-4.pdf

Inspection - Report Addendum 3 COC SAN RAFAEL.pdf 03 05 2015.pdf

Hi Tammie,
 
Attached are the Chains of Custody for the 4 samples taken at Veritable Vegetable, and for the 1
sample take at Agroproductos San Rafael.
 
Best,
 
Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
 
Join us on February 11 in Sacramento for CCOF's Annual Meeting, Policy Day, and Reception! Help
shape agricultural policy as we meet with officials at the state Capitol. Register now »
 
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 05, 2015 1:05 PM
To: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Subject: RE: CCOF sample results and other questions
 
Sounds good, thanks Kelly.
 

From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy [mailto:kelly@ccof.org] 
Sent: Thursday, March 05, 2015 4:04 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: RE: CCOF sample results and other questions
 
Hi Tammie,
 
2pm your time tomorrow works for me. I’ll be working remotely from home, so it’s easier for me to
call you if you don’t mind.
 
I’ll assemble the rest of the information requested below asap.
 
Best,
 



Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
 
Join us on February 11 in Sacramento for CCOF's Annual Meeting, Policy Day, and Reception! Help
shape agricultural policy as we meet with officials at the state Capitol. Register now »
 
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 05, 2015 11:18 AM
To: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Subject: RE: CCOF sample results and other questions
 
Hi Kelly,
 
Thanks so much for following up.  Let’s talk tomorrow re: getting the folders to me using other
means.  How is 2pm my time?
 
Please provide the Chain of Custody forms for your outstanding samples so I can follow up with the
lab. 
 
We will follow-up with Primus re: .  Would you also please provide
documentation linking Covilli to the sample? 
 
Tammie

From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy [mailto:kelly@ccof.org] 
Sent: Thursday, March 05, 2015 1:49 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: CCOF sample results and other questions
 
Hello Tammie,

I’m following up on some CCOF sample results that are outstanding, and some additional questions.
 
The sample results we are waiting for from NSL are as follows:
 

·         Veritable Vegetable –Sample Inspection 1/30/2015   CCOF sample ID#s 013015JT1,
013015JT2, 013015JT3, 013015JT4

·         Agroproductos San Rafael – Sample Inspection 1/23/2015   CCOF sample ID# 012315LL01
 
If you would like us to forward you the Chain of Custody forms for these samples, please let me

(b) (4)



know.
 
We also were able to trace back one of the positives that we sampled at a handler operation CCOF
certifies,  TX dba  is a service provider only and the
peppers sampled were incoming product that had not yet been handled by our client.  was
able to provide us with full trace back to the grower, (certified by Primus).
Would the NOP like to notify the certifier of these positive results, or would you like CCOF to
notify them?  I am happy to provide any documentation the NOP needs.
 
We also are aware that the NOP still needs folders of each operation we’ve investigated so far. I’d
like to talk to you about my thoughts on how to try providing this to you since Dropbox is not an
option. Do you have any time today or tomorrow to talk briefly?
 
Best,
 
Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
 
Join us on February 11 in Sacramento for CCOF's Annual Meeting, Policy Day, and Reception! Help
shape agricultural policy as we meet with officials at the state Capitol. Register now »
 
 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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(b) (4)













From: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS; Sean Feder
Subject: RE: COC for AMS 1563, AMS 1827 and AMS
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 3:55:09 PM

Hi Tammie,
 
As of Monday, December 15, CCOF has sent 16 samples to Gastonia. We understand the NOP has
approved our investigative plan of sending a total of 20 samples to your lab. It looks like we may end
up needing to send more than 20 samples, and we’d like permission to send more than 20 samples
to the NOP’s lab. Is this possible?
 
Best,
 
Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Associate Quality System Manager
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 423-2263, ext. 28
fax (831) 423-4528
kelly@ccof.org
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
Renew Your Certification Today - Complete your renewal (both contract and payment or payment plan)
by January 1 and get discounts on CCOF merchandise and a chance to win a free inspection!
 
Happy Holidays! CCOF is closed December 24-26 and January 1-2. Please allow additional time for
processing of requests.
 
 
 
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2014 9:09 AM
To: Sean Feder
Cc: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Subject: RE: COC for AMS 1563, AMS 1827 and AMS
 
Ok thanks Sean. 
 

From: Sean Feder [mailto:sean@ccof.org] 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2014 12:09 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Kelly Lehman Goswamy
Subject: RE: COC for AMS 1563, AMS 1827 and AMS
 
Tammie,
Thank you so much.
 



I am referring your question about total samples to Kelly, who has that tally.
 
Best,
 
Sean Feder
Director of Inspection Operations
CCOF Certification Services, LLC
2155 Delaware Ave., Suite 150
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(530) 756-8518, ext. 111
sean@ccof.org 
www.ccof.org
Visit CCOF on Facebook and Twitter
Happy Holidays! CCOF is closed December 24-26 and January 1-2.
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2014 9:24 AM
To: Sean Feder
Subject: COC for AMS 1563, AMS 1827 and AMS
 
 
Attached are copies of the chain of custody for AMS 1563, 1827, 1828, 1829 and 03392.  Three
samples were noted on one form.  Can you confirm Sean that, to date, a total of 12 samples have
been tested by Gastonia for CCOF and that CCOF will send eight more samples in for testing.  
 
Tammie
202-690-2624
 
This electronic message contains pre-decisional information generated by the USDA solely for the
intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If
you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email
immediately.
 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.



From: Hughes  Theresa
To: Wilburn  Tammie - AMS
Subject: RE: Enclosure for the request of Organic Bell Pepper Letter
Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 1:09:10 PM
Attachments: image002.png
Importance: High

Thank you, Tammie.  After reading through the attached letter you sent, we were wondering if you could clarify something for  us.
 
In the letter you state:
 
cid:image001.png@01CFD25D.748BBC60

 
In the first paragraph, we are asked to conduct inspections of operations producing or handling bell peppers in Mexico.  However,
in point #1, we are asked to provide a list of operators producing bell peppers in Mexico or handling bell peppers from Mexico.   In
the second point, it just says operations producing or handling Mexican bell peppers. 
 
Could you please clarify whether we are expected to inspect only operations in Mexico, or operations both in Mexico AND
handling bell peppers from Mexico? 

Thank you,

Theresa
 

Theresa Hughes
Quality Specialist
NSF International
789 Dixboro Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
P: (734) 214-6272
F: (734) 827-7738
thughes@nsf.org
 

From: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS [mailto:Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 9:32 AM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: Enclosure for the request of Organic Bell Pepper Letter
 
My apologies I did not include the attachment with the letter.

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and
subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender and delete the email immediately.



NOTICE:  This email and its contents/attachments may be confidential and are intended solely for the 
individual to whom it is addressed. 
If you are not the named addressee or if this email is otherwise received in error, please 
immediately notify the sender without
reading it and do not take any action based on its contents or otherwise copy or disclose it to 
anyone.  Any opinions or views expressed in 
this transmission are solely of the author and do not necessarily represent those of NSF 
International or its affiliates.



From: Stafford - CDA, Amy
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Cc: Gebault King, ReneeA - AMS
Subject: Re: Huron Produce
Date: Monday, February 2, 2015 6:33:45 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Huron Produce Inspection Documentation.zip

Hi, Tammie, 

Attached please find the inspection documents for Huron Produce of Frederick, CO. Samples
collected at both Huron Produce and at King Sooper have been sent to the USDA lab in North
Carolina; the sampling documentation is also included. 

Please let me know if there is anything else we could do for you!

Best regards,

Amy

Amy Stafford
Organic Program Manager

P 303.869.9074  I  F 303.466-2860 
305 Interlocken Parkway, Broomfield, CO 80021
amy.stafford@state.co.us  I  www.colorado.gov/ag

On Tue, Jan 6, 2015 at 12:33 PM, Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
<Tammie.Wilburn@ams.usda.gov> wrote:

Sorry Amy.  Here it is.

 

From: Stafford - CDA, Amy [mailto:amy.stafford@state.co.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 06, 2015 2:29 PM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: Re: Huron Produce

 

Tammie,





(2)    Chain of Custody Form to use to send samples to the USDA lab,   and

(3)    a Pepper Sampling Fact sheet that might be helpful

 

Please forward a copy of the inspection report or associated paperwork to me once you have
completed the visit.  If you haven’t already, please don’t announce your visit to collect the
sample(s).   I will notify you of the sample results once I receive them from the lab.  If by chance, 
the results are positive, please follow NOP Instruction 2613 Responding to Results from Pesticide
Residue Testing to interpret and further investigate the findings, as necessary. 

 

Amy, if it’s not too much trouble, you might collect a sample from King Soopers.  Their name also
appeared in our data. 

 

Feel free to call if you have questions. 

 

Many thanks!

 

Tammie B. Wilburn

Compliance and Enforcement Division

National Organic Program, USDA

202-690-2624

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/NOP

 

This electronic message contains pre-decisional information generated by the USDA solely for the
intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If
you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email
immediately.

 

 

 



From: Stafford - CDA, Amy [mailto:amy.stafford@state.co.us] 
Sent: Thursday, December 18, 2014 11:50 AM
To: Wilburn, Tammie - AMS
Subject: Huron Produce

 

Hi, Tammie, 

 

We spoke earlier this week (late last week?) regarding collecting a bell pepper sample from
Huron Produce. You asked if we could send it to the USDA labs in Gastonia, and you'd send
me more information and documentation for this. I haven't received anything yet; we have
everything ready to go for this. If you could send me the information, or if it was sent snail
mail (if you're using multiple copy 3-ply forms as we do or something) could you let me
know so we can get an inspector assigned for the sample collection?

 

Thanks much, and happy to help out with this!

 

Amy

Amy Stafford
Organic Program Manager

Image removed by sender.

P 303.869.9074  I  F 303.466-2860 

305 Interlocken Parkway, Broomfield, CO 80021

amy.stafford@state.co.us  I  www.colorado.gov/ag

 

 

 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the
intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure
of the information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal



penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender
and delete the email immediately.

 



 




