Andrew C. von Eschenbach, M.D

Commissioner

Food and Drug Administration

Dear Dr. Eschenbach,

I strongly disagree with the FDA’s draft report and preliminary approval of the use of cloned animals in our nation's food system.  I believe there are several identifiable problems, as well as numerous questions that must be answered before the public becomes a guinea pig for another grand experiment by corporate agribusiness.      

The realities of cloning include some disturbing phenomena:

· 64% of cattle, 40% of sheep, and 93% of cloned mice exhibit some form of abnormality, with a large percentage of the animals dying during gestation or shortly after birth

· High rates of late abortion and early prenatal death, with failure rates of 95% to 97% in most mammal cloning attempts
· Defects such as grossly oversized calves, enlarged tongues, squashed faces, intestinal blockages, immune deficiencies, and diabetes
· When cloning does not produce a normal animal, many of the difficult pregnancies cause physical suffering or death to the surrogate mothers
There are other concerns, as well.  Cloning may lead to the dramatic loss of genetic diversity in livestock, leaving farmers and our nation's food supply susceptible to devastating epidemics due to a monoculture gene pool.  Cloning is also dependent on the heavy use of artificial hormones to enable the reproductive process and to induce labor in the mother.      

While calling cloned foods “virtually indistinguishable,” the FDA has no announced intention of requiring an identifying label on cloned food products—despite public opinion surveys suggesting that many are suspicious of and don’t want to eat food from cloned animals.  In fact, one recent opinion poll conducted by the Food Information Council found that 58% of Americans surveyed would be unlikely to buy meat or milk from cloned animals, even if supported by FDA safety endorsements. If approved, we ask you to require informational labeling and the tracking required to facilitate this.

A tracking system is needed for cloned foods that would allow for tracing back to the source any problems that may develop.  Furthermore, simply because the cloned animals may be virtually indistinguishable it does not mean that there may not be subtle subclinical physiological or biochemical anomalies.  Scientists suggest such anomalies could include alterations in key proteins and other molecules affecting the nutritional content of food, leading to dietary imbalances.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

