Date:
Richard H. Mathews

USDA–AMS–TMP–NOP

1400 Independence Ave., SW

Room 4008-So., Ag Stop 0268

Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Mathews–

I am formally commenting on the National Organic Program draft rule [Docket No. AMS–TM–06–0198; TM–05–14].  

I ask that you craft the final rule in such a way as to eliminate abuses on giant factory farms, milking thousands of cows, representing their milk as "organic."
Unfortunately, the current draft rule would not only constrain the industrial-scale dairies but would likely injure or force out of business a high percentage of our nation’s ethical organic farmers without some changes.  I ask that you take the following into consideration while making needed changes and revisions:
1. No matter how long it takes to enact this new rulemaking it is clear that the current regulations are perfectly enforceable based on past violations found by the USDA and your statements in the Federal Register October, 24 2008.  I request that the NOP immediately take actions to bring large livestock operations into compliance and continue this diligence until a new rule is enacted.

2. I support the requirement for ruminants to be on pasture for the entire grazing season (but not less than 120 days) and to consume a minimum of 30% of their dry feed from pasture.  Organic livestock should have daily outdoor access whenever conditions permit.
3. I support the alternative rule proposal forwarded by groups representing organic producers including the FOOD Farmers and The Cornucopia Institute with the following alterations.

a. When agricultural products are used for bedding they should be certified organic, based on commercial availability.  Non-organic hay, or other feed likely to be consumed in more than a negligible quantity, should never be allowed.  Do not create a loophole.
b. The continuous transition of conventional animals onto organic dairies should be prohibited.  We encourage the adoption of the NOSB recommendation requiring all cattle brought onto organic farms to be managed organically from the last third of gestation.  
c. Due to the diversity in views, within the organic farming community, the proposal to completely eliminate confining beef cattle for final finishing on grain should be removed from the proposed rule.  Instead, the status quo for limited confinement (the NOSB recommendation: either incorporated into this rule or as guidance) 
should be maintained and strictly enforced.  Widespread abuses are now taking place and separate, future rulemaking in this area, involving all organic stakeholders, should be actively pursued.
And finally, please extend the comment period by another 30 days, allowing for a public comment period of 90 days (and ending on January 23, 2009) rather than the 60 day comment period as noticed in the Federal Register announcement of the rule proposal.  As a ((farmer, consumer, retailer – circle one )) I believe a longer public comment period is necessary for these reasons:

· The USDA’s proposed rule is an extensive rewrite of numerous portions of the federal organic livestock regulations.  It requires careful reading to understand and digest its full impact.
· The proposed pasture rule includes numerous changes to the federal organic regulations that extend beyond the pasture provision as it pertains to dairy, a rule proposal that many in the organic community have been waiting years for.  These new additions must be carefully assessed.

· The timing of this rule’s release, encompassing the harvest season for many farmers, the recent high-profile election and covering much of our nation’s holiday season, is difficult for reviewers and slows mail delivery.  An extension of the comment period to January 23, 2009 will greatly help consumers and members of the farm community provide better review and comments.

Thank you for the consideration of my comments and those of many other concerned members of the organic community.
Sincerely,

Name:
Address:

Town/Zip:
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